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NEW DIPLOMA OPPORTUNITIES FOR BUCKINGHAMSHIRE'S YOUNG PEOPLE
 
Young people in Buckinghamshire will be able to study for a new range of
specialised diplomas from September 2011, thanks to the success of the
Buckinghamshire 14-19 Partnership in its bid for new qualifications.
 
New courses being introduced will include Construction and the Built
Environment, Public Services, Travel and Tourism, Engineering, Manufacturing
and Product Design. These are in addition to currently offered diplomas in
Creative and Media, Hair and Beauty, Hospitality, Society Health and
Development, Information Technology and Business Administration and Finance.
 
The Buckinghamshire 14-19 Partnership has been successful in all its
applications this year in comparison to a success rate nationally of 70%.
 
Diplomas are new qualifications designed for students in key stage 4.
Students who choose to study for a diploma can do so instead of GCSEs or A
levels. The diploma is delivered by a combination of academic study and
practical, hands-on experience which means students gain both theoretical
knowledge and essential business and life skills.
 
Marion Clayton, Cabinet Member for Achievement, Learning and Skills, said:
"We want to give our young people access to every opportunity that is
available to help them develop their abilities and maximise their
opportunities in adult life. Offering quality learning in these new diplomas
will open up new and flexible opportunities to young people while encouraging
them to stay on in education or training after the age of 16. We are very
proud of having successfully applied for all of the new diplomas and now look
forward to putting them into practice." 
 
Young people and parents can find out more information via dedicated diploma
evenings and parent's evenings in learners' schools and colleges and
'Buckschoices4me' evenings for young people, parents and carers. In addition,
information, advice and guidance will be available to all learners via their
school/college staff and Connexions advisors and centres.
 
One young person currently studying the Higher diploma in Creative and Media
is very enthusiastic about it: "I heard about the diploma at school. I
thought it sounded really different and interesting. I was really glad that I
was able to choose it instead of doing normal GCSEs. I always think that
studying GCSEs will involve lots of sitting behind a desk and writing. The
Diploma involves hands-on work and learning about things in the classroom
which I am more interested in. I really want to go to drama school so the
Higher diploma in Creative and Media sounded really good. I also get to move
around a lot - I still go to my school, but I will also be having diploma
lessons at another school."
