IF you have a view on how Buckinghamshire County Council should spend your money, we want to hear about it. That's why the Council is running the first ever Bucks Debate - and there are several different ways you can make your voice heard.

All the details are on Buckinghamshire County Council's website: http://www.buckscc.gov.uk/sites/bcc/about_your_council/bucksdebate.page - or alternatively you can phone on 0845 3708090 begin_of_the_skype_highlighting              0845 3708090      end_of_the_skype_highlighting for more details.

So - what's it all about? The County is facing serious reductions in funding - it could be 25% or more over the next four years - and that means changes in how we deliver services. Residents' views will help the Council get spending priorities right. It's also about finding out what people might be happy to do themselves - for instance, would you help clean-up your local area, or give an elderly neighbour a lift to the doctor? 

And how can you get involved?

1 -Bucks County Show on Thursday 26 August - The BCC tent will have a Bucks Debate stand, where people can share opinions 

2 -Have your own debate, with family, friends, or neighbours. You can download the Bucks Debate toolkit from the website or phone in for a copy to be sent to you

3 - Online - join the debate by blogging us with your views -www.buckscc.gov.uk/sites/bcc/about_your_council/bucksdebate.page

4 - Roadshows - nine interactive debates across the county are being held, and more are planned for minority groups. Book online (link above) or call to secure a place

Feedback from the roadshows, group debates and the blogs will help the County Council inform and develop proposals for how we change the way services are delivered. Residents will be consulted again later in the autumn, when options for change are proposed.

Bill Chapple, Deputy Leader for Buckinghamshire County Council, said: "I cannot emphasis too strongly the need for residents to get involved with the Bucks Debate. I really believe in people power. This is an ideal opportunity for everyone to get their views across, in many different ways so all our communities can join in the great Bucks Debate.

"This Council has got to make some tough decisions in the coming months, and it's important we have a sound understanding of public opinion to shape those decisions."

