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> 
> Bucks Debate gets off to a lively start
> 
> ANIMATED group discussions and eloquent exchanges in Buckingham got the first of nine Bucks Debate roadshows off to a flying start last night (Thursday 3 September).
> 
> Well over 30 members of the public took part in a budget simulation exercise after hearing of the financial pressures facing Buckinghamshire County Council, outlined by Deputy Leader, Bill Chapple. He explained that predicted cuts in Government funding, plus service pressures caused by increased demand, means the Council faces a £90m gap in funding over the coming three years.
> 
> "Until the results of the Government's Spending Review are announced in October, we don't know what the financial picture will be in the future. But we do know that it will be extremely difficult," he said.
> 
> Initial feedback from the interactive exercise placed support services for vulnerable members of the community as high on people's priority lists, and a number identified services, currently run by the Council, which could be taken over by local community groups.
> 
> Attendee, Richard Dickson, who works in Buckinghamshire but lives in Warwickshire, commended the Council for running the Bucks Debate. "This really shows the dilemma the Council faces, and how the cuts ahead will affect us all. Every other local authority is facing the same pressures, but not all of them are getting out telling people the facts and asking for their feedback. This has been a positive and helpful event."
> 
> Cllr Chapple said: "I thank everyone who took part in this, the first of our public events, and appreciate their very helpful feedback. This is an encouraging start to the series of public Debates, but I would remind people that this is only one way they can join in the Debate. You can make your views known by filling in and returning one of our Bucks Debate leaflets, by completing our online survey or blog your comments to me, again online. It doesn't matter how you do it - but please give us your views. All comments will be taken into consideration and will help us in our budget setting."
> 
> The aim of the Bucks Debate is to gauge what services people consider important, and to identify areas where local communities might be able to get more involved. The Council's budget-setting process will start in October, and there is widespread recognition that it cannot continue to run services at the present level. In order for Councillors to make the right decisions, public input is vital.
> 
> For more information on the Debate, visit our website www.buckscc.gov.uk/sites/bucksdebate, look out for one of the posters on buses, pubs and noticeboards, or pick up a leaflet from your library, doctors' surgeries, village hall or community centre. Thanks to generous sponsorship, 10,000 leaflets have been distributed throughout the county. 
> 
> Further Bucks Debate public events are being held at:
> 
> AYLESBURY VALE
> 10 September, 7pm - Booker Park School, Kynaston Avenue, Aylesbury
> 
> SOUTH BUCKS
> 9 September, 7pm - Burnham Grammar School, Burnham
> 17 September, 7pm - Butlers Court, Beaconsfield
> 
> CHILTERN
> 
> 6 September, 7pm - St Joseph's Catholic School, Chalfont St Peter
> 16 September, 7pm - Waterside Combined School, Chesham
> 
> HIGH WYCOMBE
> 
> 3 September, 7pm - Great Marlow School, Marlow
> 13 September, 10am-12 noon - High Wycombe Library, Eden Centre, High Wycombe 20 September, 7pm, - Princes Risborough School, Merton Road, Princes Risborough 
> 
> 

