September 2006

Dear Allotment Holder

BONFIRES

The Parish Council has received complaints about nuisance caused by bonfires at the allotments.

The council recognises that allotment holders will sometimes need to burn plant material but, in order to avoid complaints, ask that you follow the guidelines issued by the National Society for Clean Air and Environmental Protection:

· only burn dry material
· never burn household rubbish, rubber tyres, or anything containing plastic, foam or paint 

· never use old engine oil, meths or petrol to light the fire or encourage it 

· avoid lighting a fire in unsuitable weather conditions - smoke hangs in the air on damp, still days and in the evening 

· be considerate to your neighbours - if it is windy, smoke may be blown into neighbours gardens and across roads 

· avoid burning when air pollution in your area is high or very high – check the weather forecast, or the air quality website
Allotment holders are also asked to consider composting as an alternative to burning allotment waste. The Royal Horticultural Society advises:

“The potential for composting plant remains largely removes the need for garden bonfires except in special circumstances, such as destroying serious pest and disease-contaminated plant material. Bonfire smoke is potentially damaging to health, contributes to atmospheric pollution and can cause annoyance to neighbours. Plastic and rubber-based waste materials should never be disposed of on bonfires. Remember that hedgehogs and other wildlife may seek shelter in bonfire heaps.”

Many thanks

Clerk

