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Community Leaders Fund
Despite budget stringencies, the individual budget given to County Councillors to help local projects is still available. So far this year I have been able to support the new chair lift in Ivinghoe Town Hall, which they need to comply with the disability discrimination act, and a secure storage facility for Cheddington Scouts. There is still about £1000 in the kitty and I would welcome any enquiries.

Scrutiny - holding the council to account. 

Did you know that there are select committees in  local councils keeping the council cabinet to account, in the same way as select committees in parliament examine what the government is doing? In Bucks County Council scrutiny is no longer carried out by topic based committees, but by all councillors who are not cabinet members, working in small groups, co-ordinated by a Commissioning Committee of which I am a member and each meeting of the  Commission has time set aside for members of the public to make their comments on matters on the agenda. http://www.buckscc.gov.uk/moderngov/mgCommitteeDetails.aspx?ID=656  

This year as well as the annual 'examination of the budget in public' where each cabinet member is asked to explain their budget priorities and any proposed changes, cuts and savings, there is a very heavy work programme. Both the new style contracts entered in to by the Council for Highways and Home to School Transport are going to be scrutinised to see if they have delivered the services as specified and made the efficiencies they contracted to do. Members will have a lot of questions about this, reflecting public concern. Other topics to be looked at include how the Council carries out consultations with the public, which I am leading, safeguarding children and vulnerable people while being transported by the council, climate change and sustainability, rural isolation, tackling disadvantage and inequalities, procuring goods and services, the proposed transfer of Country Parks to a Trust.  AVDC carries out a wide range of scrutiny likewise, but by separate committees. 

The County Council is also responsible for scrutinising local Health Services with the Overview and Scrutiny Committee for Public Health.  

Do you know about 10:10? - Cutting 10% of your carbon dioxide production in 2010 - and saving money too.
'It’s easy to feel powerless in the face of a huge problem like climate change, but by uniting everyone around immediate, effective and achievable action, 10:10 enables us all to make a meaningful difference. 10:10 is a mass movement that is signing up people and organisations from every corner of British life. From councils and hospitals to faith groups and scout troops, organisations across the country are deciding to get on board at the start of the journey to a low-carbon society.' http://www.1010uk.org/
Indeed, it is hard to feel motivated when we can see much bigger consumption and waste all around us - for example a recent survey showed that public buildings particularly hospitals are the worst for energy efficiency resulting in a great deal of public money being wasted by preventable heat loss - so in November I took the message to the Council in a motion to AVDC to sign up to 10:10. Although they claimed I was pushing at an open door, as AVDC has taken it's carbon reduction responsibilities very seriously, I wanted a public debate and to see the 10:10 commitment on the record and it turns out they are only committing to a 3% reduction in the event. 

It has been even harder with Bucks County Council where I also tackled the Deputy Leader's presentation of his State of the Environment Annual Report in Council.  Unlike AVDC, Bucks CC remain one of the few outstanding local authorities yet to make the commitment to 10:10. They say this is because they know it isn't possible to do. They have a very committed sustainability team, who just aren't supported and championed enough by the politicians to achieve the savings of both cash and carbon dioxide they could and should. In fact they shamefully won’t commit to anything at all. 

The real reason behind the lack of commitment from public services such as health and local government is that despite fine words to the contrary, the government has ignored climate change and its consequences, has not made carbon reductions in the public sector a priority, nor given incentives for both public and private to improve their performance.  2 jags Prestcott just about sums up their attitude. 

Our 10 Euro MPs 
You can find all 10 on http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/geoSearch/search.do?country=GB&zone=South+East&language=EN They are 

Richard Ashworth, Conservative, based in Haywards Heath

Nirj Deva, Conservative, based in London

James Elles, Conservative, based in Beaconsfield

Daniel Hanan,  Conservative,  based in Winchester

Caroline Lucas, Green Party, based in London

Peter Skinner, Labour, based in Kent

Sharon Bowles, Liberal Democrat, based in Berkhamsted

Catherine Bearder, Liberal Democrat, based in Oxford

Marta Andreassen UKIP based in Littlehampton

Nigel Farrage UKIP based in Littlehampton. 

I know Sharon and Catherine pretty well and am sent regular reprts of their work. Sharon's office is very accessible to us down the road in Berkhamsted. She is very busy however as she holds one of the most powerful roles in the EU as chairperson of the EU Economic and Monetary Affairs committee. Selected by the committee she overcame strong opposition from outside, as Britain, being outside the EuroZone, let alone a Lib Dem, had never held this position before. She has spent much time at international financial meetings since her appointment but despite her large constituency I've seen her about quite a bit. http://www.sharonbowles.org.uk/
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