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FAMILY IS THE FOCUS WITH THE LAUNCH OF THE NEW BUCKINGHAMSHIRE FAMILY
INFORMATION SERVICE
 
Belly dancing, basketball and the chance to learn a new skill will be part of
the launch of the Buckinghamshire Family Information Service (FIS) at two
free family fun days being held this weekend (Saturday 23 January) at
Aylesbury and High Wycombe. 
 
The FIS is a new service which will create a 'one stop shop' for information
and advice on a wide range of activities, events and services available to
families with children up to the age of 19 living in Buckinghamshire. Areas
covered as part of the service include childcare, family leisure activities
and things to do, as well as advice on disabilities, benefits, health,
schools, colleges, work and volunteering.
 
The all-day events, being held at Friars Square, Aylesbury and Eden, High
Wycombe, will feature interactive taster activities, performances and
demonstrations from some of the organisations registered with the FIS.
Information stalls will be present with Connexions, Thames Valley Police,
Children's Centres, Youth Focus, the Library service, Buckinghamshire Fire &
Rescue Service and Aylesbury & Amersham College among the participants.
Rebecca Varatharajah, the overall winner of the Causeway Buckinghamshire
Young People of the Year awards, along with some of the other finalists, will
be attending the events. Rebecca is a sixth-form student who volunteers much
of her spare time to help others at school and in her local community, as
well as being an elected member of the UK Youth Parliament.
 
Families attending the family fun days will receive an FIS card, which will
entitle them to a 10% discount at some of the Aylesbury and High Wycombe town
centre food and retail outlets for the whole of Saturday. The card is
designed to be kept as an easy reference for contact details for the new
service.
 
As well as the family fun days, a number of events are being held at schools
and Children's Centres throughout the county. These include activities
specially designed for babies and pre-school children at Chesham, Burnham and
Buckingham Children's Centres; taster sessions for children on drama, crafts,
martial arts and dance at selected primary schools and food tasting and
information fairs tailored for young people at selected secondary schools.
 
The FIS was formerly the Children's Information Service and successfully
provided advice and support to parents with younger children. The FIS has now
expanded the scope of the information it holds to include guidance and
information for young people of up to 19 years and their parents and carers.
The FIS is accessible by phone, email, text and a new dedicated website,
www.bucksfamilyinfo.org, which includes an online directory which can be
searched by postcode, keyword or category.
 
Marion Clayton, Cabinet Member for Achievement, Learning and Skills, said:
"Every parent or carer should know about our new Family Information Service.
It provides free, impartial and practical advice on the issues that face
every family from choosing childcare or schooling to leisure activities and
family support. It is essential that families in Buckinghamshire have access
to the best possible information and resources if they are to thrive; I am
confident the FIS will prove invaluable to parents and carers of our children
and young people. Not only can the service point them in the right direction
for family activities, childcare and school or college information, but in
these difficult economic times, it can highlight the services that are
available to provide much-needed additional support."
 
Find out more about the launch week events and what the Family Information
Service has to offer by contacting them by phone on 0845 688 4944 (9.30am -
4.30pm Monday to Friday), email familyinfo@buckscc.gov.uk, visit
www.bucksfamilyinfo.org or text 07786 202920 with your question
