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Buckinghamshire first county in the South East to offer all access to
children's centres
 
Buckinghamshire is the first county in the South East to be able to offer
every community access to a Children's Centre. 
 
All 35 centres are now offering the first of their services, which include a
wide range of activities and support for under fives and their families such
as Messy Play, Bounce and Rhyme and access to health services. This
achievement has been made possible by the hard work of the organisations
which run the Centres; Buckinghamshire County Council, Barnardos, The Healthy
Living Centre and Disraeli School, as well as significant support from many
other partners. 
 
In the next year services are being taken up to the next level and there will
be far more on offer. It is critical that services are tailored to the
specific needs of each community so staff are consulting with parents to find
out if, for example, they want more access to information and advice, help
returning to work or just to meet other parents. Services will then be
developed accordingly. 
 
The aim is for children under five and their families to receive seamless
integrated services and information to ensure that every child gets the best
start in life. Since the first centre was set up back in 2003, a great deal
has been achieved. An independent survey earlier this year found that more
than 94% of families thought the services offered were 'very good'. Some of
the comments families made were that 'I have found it a real help, I would be
lost without it', 'the staff are very friendly and approachable' and 'we have
really benefited from the activities'. 
 
Marion Clayton, Cabinet Member for Achievement and Learning said: 'This is
excellent news and recognises the hard work and committment that all the team
have successfully put into the initial set up of the Children's centres. We
hope that in 2010 communities will start to use the centres even more when
services are expanded.'
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