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BUCKINGHAMSHIRE RESIDENTS TO VOTE FOR DIGNITY 

Buckinghamshire residents can help drive up standards of care for older people by voting for an initiative to make sure they are treated with dignity. 
An awareness campaign launched by the Department of Health (DH) is offering a share of a £50,000  ‘Bright Ideas Grant (BIG)’ to organisations, voluntary groups and individuals whose ideas get the most votes. The campaign includes ‘Dignity in Care Day’ on Thursday, 25th February.
A group representing the over 50s in Buckinghamshire (the 50 Plus Forum) are hoping for a successful bid of two thousand pounds to become champions for dignity for older people in Buckinghamshire.
The idea for the bid is for a group of volunteers to be trained by Buckinghamshire County Council to become ‘Champions’ who will then visit care homes commissioned by Adult Social Care. They will talk to residents and staff and look at how these services are doing against the dignity in care agenda, originally introduced by the Department of Health in 2006. 
The bid is to cover the expenses incurred by the volunteers’ attending training sessions and visiting care homes. They would give feedback to the council’s contract monitoring team and contribute to the evaluation of the effectiveness of the training given to professional carers.
Said Sheila England, Chairman of the 50 Plus Forum: “When Buckinghamshire County Council suggested we become ‘critical friends’ we thought it an excellent idea.  Dignity can mean different things to different people and often it is as simple as taking the time to listen to someone and get to know them, and treat them as an individual. This doesn’t always happen and as older people ourselves, and with the training the council will give us, we will be perfectly placed to help make sure our generation are treated with dignity by all services.” 
Cabinet member for Adults & Family Wellbeing, Mike Colston, hopes people will vote for the idea. He said: “The 50 Plus Forum have a voice in the council and it would be invaluable to have their input, their feedback and views to help us make sure the people for whom we provide care are treated with dignity when they become dependent on our support. I hope as many people as possible will vote for this initiative.”
To vote go to the BIG website at www.big.dh.gov.uk.  The details for the 50 Plus Forum bid will be on the website from the 1st March.
