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TfB gangs up on potholes

The effects of the winter conditions on the roads are already showing in an increase in potholes, and Transport for Buckinghamshire's (TfB) road repair gangs are maintaining their hard work fixing the county's highways.

Since the beginning of January, TfB has repaired more than 1,750 road defects, and this number grows every day. The latest figure can be checked at the Roadworks Centre on the Service Information Centre - www.buckscc.gov.uk/transport 

Buckinghamshire's roads are inspected regularly according to a schedule, which is where road defects are identified. Repairs are programmed and carried out by around 14 TfB gangs working on any one day. 

TfB also has teams who work along specific routes on a find-and-fix basis, repairing dangerous potholes as they find them. However, says TfB, it is important that the public also report potholes through the online report system at www.buckscc.gov.uk/transport to ensure all defects are found.

Potholes fall into two categories - CAT1 and CAT2 - depending on their size and potential danger to road users.

Temporary repairs may be carried out to dangerous potholes to make the road safe, however where possible permanent repairs are made. This involves cutting out the area around the pothole to make a uniform shape with no jagged edges. The hole is then cleaned out and coated with a layer of binder to act as an adhesive, is then filled with hot road surfacing material, then raked and compacted. Once this material has cooled, the road can be reopened to traffic. 

TfB will sometimes have to make a temporary repair rather than a permanent repair on a CAT1 pothole for a variety of reasons:

* CAT1s take priority but if a CAT2 is found in the vicinity, a temporary repair will be made to extend its life before it becomes a CAT1. If a permanent repair was made to these CAT2s then the repair teams would not get to all the dangerous potholes programmed for that day.

* Traffic Management requirements may mean that the standard teams cannot make the permanent repair that day.

* Weather conditions may prevent a permanent repair.

* In some instances the carriageway condition is such that a more substantial repair, like planing and patching, where a short stretch of the surface is replaced, is the better solution. This would be programmed later.

Because of the nature of the work, traffic controls such as traffic lights or stop/go boards will sometimes be used. TfB aims to be as efficient as possible without causing long delays and asks drivers to respect the roadworkers while they are repairing the roads.

Val Letheren, Buckinghamshire County Council Cabinet Member for Transport said: "Our guys are working their hardest to rectify any problems that the roads throw up. It's so important, however, that we all embrace the Big Society initiative and take responsibility for reporting potholes on the roads that we travel on. It's so easy to visit our Service Information Centre and log the details of the defect."

Notes to editors

A CAT1 pothole is classed as dangerous, over 12" (300mm) in any direction and 2" (40mm) deep with sharp edges. 

This is the approximate size of a dinner plate or larger.

All other potholes are classed as CAT2 as they are less dangerous, with the potential to become a CAT1.

