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COUNTY COUNCILLORS ANNUAL REPORT CHEDDINGTON ANNUAL MEETING 2009
I am so sorry not to be able to come tonight, but I have long committed myself elsewhere, and am unable to pull out from that.  I think this is the first one I’ve missed, although eight years is a long time to recall. 
It’s difficult to know what to include in this report as I won’t have the same time to review events in the way that I do in the regular quarterly report I send the parish council with a round up of local matters that cross my path as County Councillor. 
But, do you really want to know about all the meetings I go to in the course of a year?  Probably not.  However I am a conscientious attender, and have put a lot of effort into scrutiny committees this year. 

You might consider the Audit Commission a more impartial observer, but I am pleased to report that they recently awarded Bucks CC four stars and stated that 'Value for money continues to improve, with the Council being recognised as delivering above average and improving performance whilst remaining a low cost authority. '

So instead I’ll briefly highlight a few things that stand out for me locally in Cheddington  this year.

First of all, right at the beginning I was able to make £1000 available from the Community leaders Fund towards the Cheddington School Sensory Garden, and later in the year really enjoyed the opening garden party.

I’d also like to congratulate the Parish Council on the completion of the latest stage of the footway towards The Duke of Wellington, and Pitstone.

Traffic issues continue on Cheddington High Street. To date all the powers available to local authorities have been used successfully, the planning enforcement on the airfield being one example, and the Parish Council’s speedwatch equipment being another; but the problem of HGVs isn’t cured, and is exacerbated by speeding.  I have been given the idea from another campaign, of starting a web reporting system for heavy lorries, and if this develops I will be sharing it with Cheddington as soon as possible. 
I’ll leave Corry to report on Station Road parking issues, but I won’t forget standing out there one cold morning remonstrating loudly with a County Council Officer when it looked like no action was going to be taken at all. 
Still on the subject of the station, it appears to me that the service from both Tring and Cheddington is demonstrably worse since the new timetables were introduced on December 14th, not just the huge number of  cancellations and delays,  but the times and frequency of the trains.  I have also been approached to see if the new Southern region service to east Croydon (for Gatwick)  will stop at Cheddington too. In July it is intended that London Midland will attend the Local Area Forum, but if the services don’t buck up before then, I will be joining the campaigns for improvement that have already begun in Watford and Milton Keynes.
The new household waste and recycling site at Aston Clinton has begun construction and will be finished by October. It is understood that the Tring one will remain open until then.

Finally I’d like to congratulate  Cheddington Parish Councillors on another successful year supporting Cheddington residents and keeping the village a pleasant place to live. 

Avril Davies







