Cheddington Parish Council Chairman’s Report 2007/8

Starting with good news - Cheddington has once again done well in the Village of the Year Competition and has been awarded Buckinghamshire Village of the Year, in the smaller village category. We have also been asked to represent Bucks in the Village of the Year National Finals. We will be judged in April when judges from the competition will visit the village. This competition is not about the Parish Council, its about the village.  So, what makes Cheddington special? Having been lucky enough to have  visited some of the worlds greatest cities recently, I have always been pleased to come home to Cheddington. Why, I have thought, is Cheddington such a great place to live and bring up a family? What makes Cheddington such a great place, its location, its  size? I don’t think its anything physical, although we are lucky to live where we live. I think, it is the people that live here and the large number of groups, clubs and organisations they run and support. Talking to people who live in towns, they are surprised by the amount that actually does go on in such a relatively small community for all ages and interests, and this is only possible due to the people who give their time and support.

One of the organisations that helps to support the village is the Parish Council, which neatly brings me to my report on what the Parish Council has and is doing.

Starting with the most noticeable addition to the Village – Partridge Close. This great development of affordable housing for local people is nearing completion. This scheme was bound to be controversial, but as the scheme is already over subscribed there was obviously a need. Please pick up a leaflet if you do not already have one.

The Fantastic new play equipment on the Green is being well used and appears to have bought more children to the Green to play. It is great to see it being so well used and is a credit to Tracy our clerk who obtained the necessary funding and organised the project. The location of the equipment will hopefully also reduce the problems caused by the more energetic football games played on the Green. 

The third stage of the Street Light replacement program was completed and a fourth stage is planned for the coming year. This work is not cheap at around £1K a street light. These new lights are designed to reduce light pollution, whilst giving a brighter light on the ground and using less energy, making the lights good for the environment and the councils funds, as we significantly reduced our spend on energy last year due to the new lights. In the coming year the Parish Council will consider any other environmentally friendly projects that we can be involved in which will benefit the village

Along with the Street Lighting replacement and the “Green” project all our plans for the coming year are shown on our Forward Plan. This is both a working document to remind us what we want to do and it is also published to show what we are doing. 

The Parish Council continues to support Cheddington Youth Council, which is a great link between the views and needs of the youth in the village and the rest of us! It’s a credit to those involved how well organised and well supported this is. A project both councils want to see is a footpath between the village and Cooks Wharf. We are currently gaining support from officers at Bucks CC for the project and looking for ways to fund an initial part of the footpath, which would give a safe link to Pitstone and Marsworth in the other direction.

As you may have noticed we have two sets of rumble strips on the High Street and Mentmore Road. These are at the request and are funded by the Parish Council to try and prove we need traffic calming. Unfortunately last years survey showed we did not!  After many years of chasing Bucks CC we are now discussing possible ways to calm traffic in the High Street. Traffic Calming is always a topic to stir emotions and cause some lively debate. The review by Bucks CC advised against speed humps and recommended one chicane at the Rec. end of the village. This would cost £5-6k and the Parish Council would have to pay for it. The Parish Council’s view was a double chicane would work better as cars cannot just take a run for it when they see a gap. It was also felt a double chicane would be needed at both ends of the village. This proposal is currently being considered by Bucks CC, and if permitted, the costs would be significant at £6-7k each. One option presented to the council was for a community speed gun, where villagers operate a speed gun and pass information on speeding cars to the Police and Bucks CC. At a cost of £2K, Cheddington Parish Council decided this would be a good investment and is one of the first villages to order one of these cameras. Some volunteers have come forward, but more are needed to be trained to operate and manage the speed gun, which is due for delivery any day.

As planned, we planted some new trees around the village and will be watching to see how they mature and to look for sites for future tree planting.

During the year we made various donations to support local groups and projects. Some of those were the Village Hall, The School Sensory Garden Project and the Summer Play Scheme.

As well as being involved in the usual consultation processes, like planning, the Parish Council can also act as a focal point when the village needs a voice. Sometimes the Parish Council is the voice and at other times resident groups have been formed following public support at the start of meetings. Skip lorries were and remain a nuisance to Cheddington and CALM have worked exceptionally hard to stop the expansion of the skip activities at the Airfield. Aircraft noise is also a growing problem and this nuisance may get worse as new flight paths at Luton are being investigated by NATS. The Parish Council is currently working on a formal response to NATS. Please pick up a leaflet on your way out.

Also following representations at our meetings we will shortly be getting yellow lines in Station Road to help with the parking problem caused by users of the Station trying to avoid the parking charges. Although it may be said we were a bit slow on our initial response to this problem! We must thank DCllr Corry Cashman for his work on this and also thank Corry for his continued support to the Parish Council – not many District Councillors attend every Parish Council Meeting in there ward.

The Council is also working on updating the current byelaws to insure that our open spaces are adequately protected.

Obviously most of what we do costs money! Attached is a summary of our Budget sheet showing where our money goes and what we are planning to do this year. Also our reserved fund shows what we are saving for in the future. We also need to plan to have sufficient reserves. As predicted three years ago we have raised the precept for Cheddington by 3% for the coming year.

To enable the Council to carry out its work we rely on a wide group of people. Thanks are due to all those that help us.  Special thanks must go to Tracy the Clerk who carries out the work on behalf of the Council and also thanks to my fellow councillors.

Signed: Simon Ayling
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