Cheddington Parish Council

Chairman’s Report 2009/10
Firstly, I would like to thank everyone for granting me the privilege to stand here giving the Chairman’s report to the Annual Assembly of the Parish of Cheddington
It is more than five years ago since the council put the current plans for a path to Cooks Wharf down on paper.
It seemed then Pie in the Sky … the amount of money required.
But then again this is the village where the villagers’ efforts back in the Seventies produced the magnificent Village Hall we are now in tonight.
The first section of the path was partly funded by S106 money received when we built Partridge Close.
After five years of efforts to obtain funding from the Local Area Fund, we finally had some success last May and obtained £20k which partly funded the second section in the autumn.  This section, although fairly short, cost in excess of £30k owing to the problem of a watercourse underneath.
The council is now working on funding for the final section of the path to take it to Cooks Wharf and is hopeful that we can complete it this year.
The 2010/11 Village guide was recently delivered to every house in Cheddington along with the Village News  We all are indebted to Cheddington Residents Association, and in particular to Tony Johnson, for this very valuable and useful service.
Page 11 of the village guide shows local government responsibilities within Cheddington split amongst AVDC, BCC and our own parish council.
AVDC responsibilities include Planning, Council Tax, and some open spaces and refuse collection.
BCC responsibilities include Education, Public roads, Public Transport and Social Services

The Parish Council responsibilities include:
Allotments – There are now over 50 allotment holders with the plots kept to such a standard That The National Garden Scheme are including the allotments with their open gardens this year - Our thanks to the allotment holders and to current and previous allotment wardens
The Green, Seats, Bus Shelter and Notice board - We are continuing our responsibility to inspect repair and replace as required this much loved centre of our village

Grass cutting: We are still with our current contractor as part of a three year fixed price deal whereby the grass is cut twice a month during the growing season
Recreation ground, village hall grounds and pavilions (not the Village Hall itself which is the responsibility of its own management committee) - these again are inspected and repaired as required
Street lights: these are subject to ongoing replacement as funds allow We are now in Phase 5 of the lighting improvements – replacing, and where necessary, moving columns and replacing bulbs with brighter and more efficient variety.
So much for responsibilities the Parish Council 
We put our efforts in other projects to help our village as well:
Buckinghamshire Village of Year - Having won three years in a row - we were runners-up to Stewkley in 2009.  (It was good of the judges to give Stewkley a chance at the national competition!).
Speed watch – Councillors with village volunteers have been manning the equipment and reporting errant speeders to the police

Village trees – Our tree warden inspected the trees on public land in the village and provided a report to the council – I am sure you all noticed the Hazel saplings planted in the roadside hedge outside the pavilion and new trees around the village hall
Traffic through the High Street – discussions are continuing with BCC with regard to traffic calming.
We also have continuing representations to BCC about the state of roads in Cheddington.  Not only the High Street but all other roads are in a poor state of repair.  High Street was due to be resurfaced last year but, owing to cuts in BCC, it was not done.
I am sure everybody is very proud that our War Memorial beside the Green is so well tended and cared.  This is entirely due to the efforts of Pat and Ian Bannister.  We have seen them both in winter and summer tending and planting this area - thank you.
Thanks to our previous clerk Tracy Murrell who served this council very ably often going the extra mile to make our village a better place to live.
Welcome to Stefanie Purnell who, although being with us as clerk for only a couple of months, has quickly familiarised herself with the role and is a pleasure to work with
Finally, I would like to thank my fellow Parish Councillors who, with their varied skills, contacts and membership of numerous committees throughout the village, have continued to keep Cheddington one of the best and most desirable places to live in England
Signed    Stuart Ritchie                                                                Date: 17th March 2010
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