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County Councillor’s quarterly report for circulation October 2008 

Cheddington
Great Brickhill, Wing and Ivinghoe Local Area Forum

Ivinghoe Division is well represented at this quarterly gathering of Parish Councils from the three named County Council Divisions. Although still in the early days, it has proved a useful place to bring shared problems face to face with those who could address them at County and District Council.

Next time, December 4th, in Marsworth if the hall is available,  draft formal terms of reference will be brought to the forum and it is hoped that the forums will be open local groups and the public.  
Edlesborough Parish Council has suggested that parishes can be represented at the forum in proportion to their size. I understand that this kind of arrangement has already been agreed at the Aylesbury Forum, so I will be taking Edlesborough’s proposals to preliminary discussions on the terms of reference.

There is now an excellent newsletter for the forum, but I still have a few more items to report or comment on this quarter.

Parking, Station Road.
'I would like to record my appreciation of the work Corry Cashman, District Councillor,has done on the matter of parking in Station road. Corry took up the cudgels as the parking schemes come under the District Council in the Special Parking Area arrangements agreed with the County Council, and has had to go more than the the proverbial extra mile on this one. We agreed a scheme with the District Council, but found ourselves meeting a County Council officer, John Charlton,  to protest strongly when the agreement to provide double yellow lines was unilaterally rescinded by the County legal department and the Police (or so we have been told.) 

After raising our voices, which could probably have been heard by every resident in Station Road, John agreed to install the white lines if the majority of residents originally consulted found the compromise acceptable.  Corry undertook to do this while I was away in the summer. 

However the white lines were painted without a final check with Corry, even though this had been the arrangement. As a result there are a few yards where parking looks to be sanctioned opposite a turning, contrary to the highway code. Had Corry been contacted, he could have ensured that outstanding residents concerns could have been taken in to account. Those of you at the Local Area Forum heard the unsatisfactory response from John Charlton about the breakdown of communications, which we're now taking further. 

Aston Clinton Household waste and recycling site

This was mentioned in the Forum newsletter and I was relieved to see it there. It is absolutely essential that this site stays on track for opening next year. The current financial climate in the Council, particularly on capital expenditure, means I will be vigilant in making sure that it stays in the programme.

Councils Millions Frozen in Iceland
Both Bucks County Council and AVDC had investments in Icelandic banks. We’ve all heard the reasons why councils made those investments on the news, but no one has really explained how Councils invest their money, and what scrutiny it is subject to, which may have led up to this debacle.  I can think of many reasons as to how and why this has happened, but I don’t feel that it is up to me to explain on behalf of both AVDC and BCC how they got themselves in to this predicament. That is the job of the responsible cabinet member who speaks for the administration. I will be pursuing them for a full explanation, on the record. At the moment all I have heard is that the Icelandic institutions were ‘A’ rated, and that the Icelandic government is holding our money.  I have been in correspondence with Bucks County Council’s assistant head of finance and a full briefing is on its way to me, apparently.

Footpaths 

I was excited to be asked to open the bridleway improvements between Ivinghoe Aston and Edlesborough at the end of September. 

Under the Safer Routes to School programme, the hard working friends and parents of Edlesborough school had found a pot of money - essentially a government grant - which enabled the improvements to be made. 

But, there are many other footpath schemes which are looking for funds, and I hope to be able to liase with those proposing them and find funding through the Bucks County Council area forum.   

Expert Nappy Advice

The Bucks Waste Partnership were over the moon to discover that Michelle and Mike Riley were going to open the first Real Nappy Shop in Bucks, ‘Little Green Earthlets’ in Ivinghoe on October 31st. 






