District Councillor’s Annual Report to Cheddington Parish Council.

Thank you very much for always making me welcome to your meetings.

Financial matters
The District Council element of Council Tax has increased by 2% for the coming year, 2009-2010. This element comprises approximately 9% of the total Council Tax bill. Other increases include the Bucks County Council element which has increased by 3.7% and which comprises the major portion of the total tax bill. The Police element has increased by 4.99%. Overall the total Council Tax bill has increased by approximately 3.6%
The District has approximately £3,000,000 invested in financially troubled Icelandic Banks and their subsidiaries (out of a total of just over £100,000,000 worth of Council investments). It is hoped that over half of the £3,000,000 will be recovered but it will be some time before this happens. 

Housing Developments
The plans for further housing development in the vicinity of Aylesbury (The Direction of Growth proposals) are presently being discussed by the District Council. A further 9,250 housing units have been proposed stretching in an arc to the east of Aylesbury. This would affect settlements such as Bierton, Weston Turville and Watermead.

There are also proposals to build a total of 940 new houses over twenty years (2006-2026 eg: an average of 47 per year) spread between 13 of the larger villages.  Cheddington is one of these villages the others being Brill, Edlesborough, Great Horwood, Grendon Underwood, Long Crendon,  Padbury,  Pitstone, Steeple Claydon, Waddesdon, Whitchurch, Wing and Wingrave.
Station and Car Parking
The six-month trial white line scheme in Station Road will have been in operation for six months by the end of March. Residents will be asked for their opinions on its effectiveness.
The improvements to the Station Car Park are proceeding. There is not at present any indication of a more customer-friendly approach to parking charges by the train company.

Southern Trains were requested to look into whether their hourly train service between Milton Keynes and Croydon via Shepherds Bush could call at Cheddington. They have replied that for the present this is not possible because of timetabling constraints and high volumes of train traffic using the line.

Consequences of Winter Weather
I am sorry for the inconvenience caused to residents on the two occasions when their refuse and recycling collections were cancelled owing to adverse weather conditions.

The recent bad weather has caused an increase in the number of potholes on local roads. To deal with this the County Council has employed an additional seven teams to deal with some of the backlog. Each team repaired an average of 25-30 potholes a day.
Community Matters
Just a reminder: nominations close shortly for the Volunteer of the Year Award. The vitality of village life owes much to such individuals.

Another competition which recognises the community role that pubs can play in village life is the Aylesbury Vale Pub of the Year award. Nominations for this close on 31st May 2009.

Looking to the Year ahead
Pathfinder Initiative: This aims to encourage Buckinghamshire’s five local authorities to work closely together so that efficiencies and low costs can be achieved. It is possible that some proposals aimed at achieving this may, if agreed, mean that fewer staff will work locally in Buckinghamshire with more working in centres outside of the County.

The Direction of Growth Proposals are likely to continue to be a source of debate in the coming months, particularly as they relate to Aylesbury town.

Corry Cashman

18th March 2009.

