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ROADSIDE CHECKS – DRINK DRIVE & VEHICLE DEFECTS
The Road Safety Team at Buckinghamshire County Council in partnership with the Thames Valley Safer Roads Partnership will be carrying out roadside checks, aimed at educating drivers about the dangers of drink driving and the need to maintain their vehicles, especially during winter time.
All drivers stopped will also be breathalysed with the festive period approaching.

As part of this years Department of Transport drink drive message, leaflets and posters will be sent to businesses, garages and libraries to remind drivers about the potential consequences of drinking and driving.
The advice this time of year is:

There is no failsafe guide as to how to stay under the legal limit or how much you can drink and still drive safely. If you are drinking alcohol this Christmas, do not drive.
A drink driving endorsement will remain on your licence for 11 years.
Winter weather is here and this may make driving difficult, which is why preparation is important. Drivers need to know the importance of preparing their vehicle for safe winter driving, making sure they check their vehicle regularly and that it is well maintained.

Vehicles will be stopped at roadside checks if they have defective lights on their vehicles, these checks will take place during the evening “drive home” across the County.
Drivers will then be given advice initially highlighting that it is illegal to drive at night or in dull daytime conditions with defective lights, the offence carries a fine of £30.

On this occasion the drivers will not receive the fine, but instead receive winter vehicle safety advice given by the road safety officers.
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Last year 71 people in Buckinghamshire were injured in collisions involving a vehicle on frost, ice or snow.
Valerie Letheren, portfolio holder for Transportation said, “The advice given will hopefully prepare drivers whatever the weather, we ask people to drive safely this winter especially reducing your speed as it takes longer to stop in poor conditions.”

For more information, please contact Nigel Spencer on 01296 383431. 

The new offences will, for the first time, allow courts to imprison drivers who cause death by not paying due care to the road.

They will also cover drivers who kill while calling or texting on a mobile phone, applying make-up while driving, or anything else which takes their attention away from the road and which a judge deems to have been an avoidable distraction.

The news laws are designed to plug the gap in current legislation that has allowed drivers who have killed while at the wheel to walk away from court with just a fine.

Prior to the introduction of these new laws, the
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For further information contact: Nigel Spencer
Telephone: 01296 382450  Fax: 01296 382848
email: nspencer@buckscc.gov.uk

County Hall, Walton Street, Aylesbury, HP20 1UA


