CHEDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 3rd MARCH 2010
AT 7:45pm IN THE VILLAGE HALL
OPEN PUBLIC FORUM

No questions from the public.

The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.45pm.

47/10 
ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES

Attendance:






Cllr C Fee





Cllr R Grant 



S Purnell (Clerk)
Cllr S Ritchie (Chairman)


Cllr D S Ayling 



Cllr D Hall

Cllr P Banister

3 members of the public

Apologies from Cllr C Poll
The Chairman welcomed Tiffany Richards who had expressed an interest in becoming a Councillor.
48/10 
REPORTS FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS

DCllr Cashman had hoped to attend but was delayed by other meeting commitments.
49/10 
POLICE REPORT      
No representative was present to report.

50/10
DISCLOSURES ON INTERESTS IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

None.
51/10 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON 3rd FEBUARY 2010
It was then RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting and to authorise the Chairman to sign as a correct record.

52/10 
CLERK’S REPORT ON MATTERS ARISING

The Clerk had contacted Martyn Jarvis at AVDC to request the installation of a cardboard recycling bin at the Village Hall.  Mr Jarvis later advised that although the container could be provided, he is was no longer able to support a weekly collection unless further cuts are identified in the Council’s waste section.  He estimated the cost for emptying a container of this size on a weekly basis would be £1800.  It was agreed that this project would be put on hold for the time being.
206/09 A site inspection of the playground would be taking place on 4 March to prepare for the installation of the new equipment and removal of the old Billy Goat Gruff bridge. 
221/09 Alan Penman had contacted the Clerk regarding the matter of sharing Cheddington’s football pitch with Pitstone.  He stressed that the pitch would be fully utilised in the coming season by Cheddington with an adult side playing on Saturdays and a junior and adult side playing on Sundays with training taking place on Saturdays.  It was agreed that the Clerk would inform Pitstone FC.  

The Clerk had contacted the Kensworth Parish Council Clerk regarding the traffic calming lamp post signs recently seen in the village.  They had been obtained from Central Bedfordshire Council who were unable to provide them to parishes outside of their area.  The Clerk would try to obtain similar signs from Bucks County Council.
31/10 The Clerk had obtained ‘No Horses’ waymark signs in response to the email from the Footpath Warden in January.  It was agreed to ask the Handyman to place one at either end of Church Path.
43/10 Cllr Grant had measured the site for the new village sign and it was agreed to order a 900x450 ‘Welcome to Cheddington’ sign.

Cllr Fee reported an enthusiastic response to the offer of wheelie bin stickers and now only had a few remaining.  The Clerk would be able to obtain more if required. 

Cllr Fee reported that there had been no response to date regarding the enquiry put forward to the Council regarding grit bins.
53/10 
CORRESPONDENCE, CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS AND NOTIFICATION OF MEETINGS:

1. Email from resident re Clark Contractors lorries increased usage of High Street – Clerk to contact Avril Davies in the first instance and secondly to write to Clark Contractors to request that their preferred route be taken.
2. Email from Secretary of Bowls Club regarding updated security - noted
3. Notice of Bucks Community Funding Fair-15 March, Green Park, FOC – Cllr Ritchie to attend
4. Email from Cheddington Pre-School requesting permission for ‘Car Wash’ on 27 March - granted
5. Play around the Parishes-request for dates – The Clerk to make arrangements with the Methodist Hall
A letter had been received by Cllr Hall from Val Atkins regarding access to the allotments and the ongoing issue of Network Rail accessing the railway line via the allotments.  The Clerk was instructed to inform the Allotment Warden of receipt of the letter and to request that any activity from Network Rail be reported to the Clerk immediately with dates and times to ensure that CCTV footage can be identified and used as evidence. 
A petition had been received regarding the uneven footpaths and roads in Barkham Close and New Street and had been signed by 42 residents.  The Clerk was instructed to pass the petition to DCllr Corry Cashman and CCllr Avril Davies.  The Clerk would also write to the Warden at Barkham Close acknowledging receipt of the petition, giving details of the action to be taken and giving the full support of the Council.

Tiffany Richards made a suggestion that sponsorship could be obtained to support the cardboard recycling collection fee and Cllr Ritchie agreed to raise this matter at the forthcoming Community Funding Fair.

The Clerk confirmed that a letter had been sent to the resident regarding the hedge on the corner of Barham Close/The Green.  There was some discussion about whether the hedge had been trimmed sufficiently and the Clerk was instructed to write to the owner again and to investigate whether the Council may be able to assist if required.

54/10  FINANCIAL MATTERS

a) Financial report payments were approved and cheques signed accordingly. The Clerk was instructed not to send out the cheque to Anglian Water until it had been established that the address given as 3A High Street matched the meter number for the allotment water supply.
55/10
REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS

Joan Ward reported on the AVDC Transport discussion meeting that had taken place the previous day.  The meeting had been well attended with around 100 people present.  A lively discussion had taken place including input from three speakers from other counties who offered advice to Bucks County Council on improvements they had made not only to public transport but also with private initiatives such as car-sharing.  Although there are financial constraints, Bucks County Council are looking to improve matters with various ideas being discussed such as village pick-ups, community buses and dial-a-ride.  The practical implications of these ideas such as village size, cost and adequate utilisation of vehicles during all times of the day were also pointed out.  The table discussions would be collated and the findings given in approximately one month.  Joan also highlighted the available funding for youth groups travelling away which should be made use of when required.  Joan would report back once the findings had been received.
56/10
TO RECEIVE REPORS FROM WORKING GROUPS

The Chairman reported on the meeting of the Finance Committee.  The year-to-date figures were circulated and looked likely to break even by the year end.  It was agreed that any surplus would be put toward completion of the path to the canal.  The Clerk advised that notification had been received from Simon Dudley of Bucks County Council that an invoice for the £10,000 contribution toward the latest stage of the path would shortly be sent.  It was proposed by Cllr Grant and seconded by Cllr Hall and therefore resolved that the cheque would be raised before month end.  Council discussed the possibility of funding the final phase of the ‘Safe-Walk’ project in the next financial year.  During a recent conversation with Simon Dudley, the Clerk had requested a formal quote for the completion of the project.  He requested that Council consider its possible financial contribution towards to the completion of the path and provide a figure to him by May.  It is envisaged by the Committee that just over 50% could be raised and anticipated that the County Council would contribute the balance.  
57/10
COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH REPORT

None.
58/10 
COLUMN KNOCK DOWN – 113 CHURCH HILL / Column renewal Station Road

The Clerk had made enquiries into the column knock down in January and placed an article in the newsletter but had not received any response.  Cllr Fee had spoken to residents in Church Hill who requested that the column be replaced. It was agreed to proceed and replace with a white lamp.  The tree directly behind the light will need to be trimmed before a new column can be installed.  The Clerk would contact AVDC.

Cllr Fee also reported on an old wooden lamp post on Station Road which was unsafe and would need removing. BT has placed a new post alongside it and the BT services had been transferred to the new post but the lamp was still on the old post.  The Clerk was asked to make enquiries with the relevant parties to rectify the situation.  

59/10
EXPLORER SCOUTS - DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD

Council had deliberated on the most appropriate way for the Explorer Scouts to achieve the award.  It was agreed that offering ongoing help and assistance to the residents of Barkham Close was in the interest of the community and would provide suitable opportunities for the Scouts to undertake various projects over the course of three to nine months.  The Clerk would contact the representatives that attended the February meeting and suggest that they approach the Warden at Barkham Close to discuss the feasibility of this project. 
60/10
TO APPROVE THE AGENDA FOR THE PARISH ASSEMBLY MEETING
The Agenda was approved and signed.  It was agreed that members of the Council would provide refreshments.
.
61/10 
PLANNING MATTERS

a) To note planning applications and decisions:

09/02383/ALB-The Chase, Chaseside Close, Cheddington – erection of a satellite dish – no objection.

62/10 
URGENT MATTERS

The Clerk was asked to bring forward an item to discuss ‘Perfect Village Sunday’ on the April agenda and also the appointment of the new Councillor.
63/10 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Wednesday 7th April 2010, 7.45 pm in the Village Hall side room.  There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.10pm

Signed:









Date: 

Chairman
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