 CHEDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 7th JULY 2010

AT 7:45pm IN THE VILLAGE HALL SIDE ROOM

OPEN PUBLIC FORUM

1) Jane Cutler had written to the Council requesting that consideration be given to the idea of providing care for the elderly in Cheddington.  Jane commented that there was a great deal of experience in this area, within the village, should a consultation arise.  DCllr Cashman mentioned that the subject was raised at a District Council meeting last year after which Jean Fox produced a report citing the various options available to people needing care and investigating the potential for units in areas such as Cheddington, Wing or Stewkley.  Jean Fox had stated that she would be happy to visit communities to talk about the scheme.  This item would be discussed in more detail under item 8.

2) Graham and Dee Wallace had written to the Parish Council to advice that they would be registering an objection to the planning proposal 10/01073/APP in the normal manner and wanted the Council to be aware of their views and the reasons for them.  The Chairman suggested that planning matters be brought forward to follow item 7 and this was agreed.

3) Jose Cockrem announced that she had received notification that Cheddington had won BALC’s Best Kept Village Competition.

127/10 Attendance and Apologies

Attendance:

Cllr S Ritchie (Chairman) 

Cllr Ayling

Cllr D Hall



Cllr R Grant

Cllr C Poll



Cllr C Fee





Cllr P Banister



Cllr T Richards

S Purnell (Clerk)

11 members of the public

DCllr Corry Cashman

Apologies from PCSO Christine Baker.

128/10 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS

DCllr Cashman reported that:

1) The district council has about £103 million in investments.  About £3 million of this was invested in Icelandic banks which got into financial difficulties. Because of this the council thought that it could lose the £3 million.  However it is not as bad as was originally feared.  Already the council has been repaid approximately £370,000. It now hopes to get back about 85 - 90% of the original £3 million.

2) The car park at Cooks Wharf was being re-surfaced and that the District Council owned this land and has taken responsibility for it.  

3) The HS2 consultation period had slipped slightly and was now due to start next spring.  

4) A London Midland representative was due to attend the LAF meeting next Thursday.

5) Doorstep cardboard recycling collections that were anticipated in early 2010 are now being scheduled for 2012.  The Council are now putting together a new waste and recycling contact which is due to start in 2012 and cardboard recycling is included.  DCllr Cashman answered a question from the floor which asked how garden refuse would be dealt with.  In two years time an annual fee of £35 will be charged to collect garden refuse.  It is anticipated that half of households will take this up.

129/10 POLICE REPORT

There was no-one present to report.

130/10 REPORT FROM ALLOTMENT WARDEN

Trevor Chrich presented his report.  A request had been received from the tenant of plot 19 to allow a shed for tool storage.  The Council asked the Clerk to research prices for a communal storage shed as an alternative to granting permission for individual storage sheds.  A request was made for an additional water trough and the Council asked the Clerk to research costs and report at the next meeting.  The National Gardens Scheme Open Day had been a huge success with 105 plots demonstrating a very high standard of cultivation.  

131/10 DISCLOSURES ON INTERESTS IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

Cllr Grant disclosed an interest in item 19.  Cllr Grant and Cllr Richards disclosed an interest in item 9b)

132/10 MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON 6th JUNE 2010

It was then RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting and to authorise the Chairman to sign as a correct record.
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133/10 CLERK’S REPORT ON MATTERS ARISING

76/10 The Clerk was delighted to confirm that a press release had been received from BALC giving details of the winners of the ‘Best Kept Village’ competition.  Cheddington had won the DeFraine Cup and the award would be presented on 4 September in the village.

Further good news had been received regarding the application for COMMA funding submitted in May.  A provisional email had been received indicating that, subject to meeting certain criteria, Cheddington would be awarded £12,000 for the completion of the ‘Safe Walk Project’ this year.  A confirmation letter was expected to arrive in the coming week.  The Finance Committee would hold a meeting to review the Council’s financial position in light of this news and investigate whether the budget will now allow for progress to be made in terms of traffic calming.

The Clerk had received a response from the Village Fete organisers requesting help with manning a number of stalls.  The Clerk and Cllr Richards volunteered their support.  Cllr Poll volunteered to hold the ‘fastest person’ stall, demonstrating the speed watch equipment.

45/10 Cllr Banister had taken measurements of the hedge around 10 The Green and reported that less than 18 inches of path was now uncovered making it very difficult for pushchairs and wheelchairs to pass. The Clerk was asked to check legislation on path width and write to the residents again to highlight the difficulties.  The Clerk would place a request in the next newsletter for residents to keep hedges trimmed if they border public footpaths.

134/10 PLANNING MATTERS

As agreed, planning matters were brought forward and decisions made as follows:

10/01024/APP – 23 Mentmore Road, Cheddington – replacement dwelling-the Planning Committee had not reached a unanimous decision.  The Chairman called for a decision from all Councillors.  A show of hands ruled a majority objection to the application.

10/01073/APP – Land adjacent to 1A Church Hill – erection of detached dwelling-following discussion, the Chairman called for a decision from all Councillors.  A show of hands ruled a majority objection to the application.

10/01124/APP – Land adjacent to Keepers Close – erection of detached dwelling- following discussion, the Chairman called for a decision from all Councillors.  A show of hands ruled a majority objection to the application.

134/10 CORRESPONDENCE, CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS AND NOTIFICATION OF MEETINGS:

1) Letter from Cheddington Playscheme to thank the Council for financial support - noted

2) Letter from St Giles to thank the Council for financial support – noted.

3) Letter from AVDC re inflationary increase in emptying charges for dog waste bins of 4% effective 1/4/10 – The Clerk to question legality of ‘back-dating’ charges to April.

4) Email from Stuart Minall re appointment as Trustee for the Townsland Trust which expires Oct 10-The Clerk to bring forward to the August meeting.

5) Local Area Forum meeting, Wing Village Hall, 15 July 7-9pm (drop in from 6pm) - Cllr Ritchie and Cllr Banister to attend.

6) Letter from resident regarding the future of older people in the village – further discussion ensued.  The Clerk was asked to make contact with Jean Fox and invite her to attend a meeting.

7) Letter from Buckingham Town Council requesting feedback from parishes regarding level of assistance given by AVDC – included in circulation file.

8) New HS2 remit – included in circulation file.

135/10 FINANCIAL MATTERS

1) Financial report payments were approved and cheques signed accordingly.

2) The request from Cheddington School for the donation of a bench for the orchard area at £27 per bench was agreed.

3) The quotation for the playground inspection was reviewed and it was agreed to arrange an accompanied inspection (Cllr Fee to attend) at £82.  The Clerk would arrange for August.

4) It was agreed to donate £300 to the Jack in the Box Scheme.

5) It was agreed to donate £30 to Cheddington PTA for the hire of the Gazebos at Perfect Village Sunday.  The Clerk would bring final figures from the event to the next meeting. 

136/10 REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS

None.

137/10 REPORTS FROM WORKING GROUPS

None.

138/10 COMMUNITY SPEED WATCH REPORT

Cllr Poll reported that there had been no recent activity.  Cllr Fee and Cllr Banister had volunteered for Speed Watch patrol.  Cllr Poll had been in touch with Eddlesborough and they had hoped to speak to him further at the Local Area Forum.
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139/10 INCIDENT AT PLAYGROUND

The email from a resident informing Council of an injury sustained by his 13 year old as a result of slipping on the tractor on The Green was discussed.  The Clerk was asked to respond to the email advising that the inspection report from 2009 had listed this piece of equipment as low risk but that the 2010 inspection was due to take place in August.  The Clerk was asked to request the resident for a detailed description of the incident to pass to the inspectors to enable them to investigate this fully.  This item would be brought forward to the August agenda.

Cllr Fee had raised some maintenance issues regarding the playground and equipment and these would be passed to the inspectors/handyman as necessary.

140/10 OVERHANGING TREE – BROWNLOW LANE

Cllr Poll had reported an overhanging tree outside 45 Gooseacre which made passing by on Brownlow Lane very difficult for pedestrians.  The Clerk was asked to write to the tenants to request that the landlord trim the tree.

141/10 OVERGROWN HEDGE-LAMMAS ROAD

The Clerk was asked to write to the resident of 5 Lammas Road requesting that they trim the hedge bordering the pavement.

142/10 OVERGROWN HEDGE CHURCH HILL/MENTMORE ROAD

The Clerk was asked to contact the resident of 40 Mentmore Road requesting that they trim the hedge to enable clearer vision for drivers turning into Mentmore Road.

143/10 DISCUSS CUTTING BACK ROUND TREES AT VILLAGE HALL/CHARITY FIELD BORDER

The Clerk was asked to contact Limestone Landscapes to request that they strim the area around the trees at the village hall and then continue to keep it low.  £100 was approved for these works.

144/10 PEDESTRIAN CROSSING OUTSIDE CHEDDINGTON SCHOOL 

The Council were still unclear as to why Bucks County Council was suggesting that the application for funding for a pedestrian crossing outside the school should be instigated by the Parish Council.  It was agreed to discuss with Avril Davis at the LAF.  The Clerk pointed out that the delegated funding for 2011/2012 application needed to be submitted as the deadline had passed but an extension had been sought.  It was agreed that an application would not be submitted this time.

145/10 DISCUSS ALLOTMENT RENTS

It was agreed that allotment rents for 2011/2012 would not be increased.

146/10 UPDATE ON THE VILLAGE WALK

The Clerk gave an update on the actions resulting from the village walk.  A quotation had been received for the tree work and it was agreed to proceed with a complete trim of the tree adjacent to 34 Brownlow Lane at a cost of £250, to remove protruding branches from trees outside 54 Gooseacre and 52 Gooseacre at a cost of £100.  The tree surgeon had advised against further trimming of the trees outside the latter properties.  The Clerk would organise the work with T & S Treecare.

147/10 REVIEW PERFECT VILLAGE SUNDAY

The event held on 4 July had been a successful and enjoyable event and the Chairman thanked those who had helped on the day.  

148/10 MOWING DATES

The Clerk was asked to request that the area along the fence of the old allotment site is strimmed.  The Clerk informed the Council that an invoice for the recreation ground of £175 (2nd cut June) had been discussed with Limestone Landscapes and would not be paid as the work had not been completed until the subsequent scheduled date.

149/10 REPORT ON URGENT MATTERS

The Clerk was asked to inform the water board that BCC mowers had damaged a water meter cap at the Pavilion.

Permission was granted for the PTA to use the Village Hall grounds to hold a concert on 10 July subject to the usual conditions.

150/10 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Wednesday 4th August 2010, 7.45 pm in the Village Hall side room. There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.50pm.

Signed:
Stuart Ritchie






Date: 

Chairman
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