 CHEDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 4th  AUGUST 2010

AT 7:45pm IN THE VILLAGE HALL SIDE ROOM

OPEN PUBLIC FORUM

1) An update was requested on progress made since the last meeting regarding the idea of providing care for the elderly in Cheddington.  The Clerk reported that contact had been made with Jean Fox who would be happy to attend a meeting.  Jean had asked to wait until the November meeting by which time she would have considered the results from the first older persons survey in Stewkley and be in a position to look at ways to take housing for the elderly forward across the district.

151/10 Attendance and Apologies

Attendance:

Cllr S Ritchie (Chairman) 

Cllr D Hall



Cllr R Grant

Cllr P Banister



Cllr C Fee










Cllr T Richards

S Purnell (Clerk)

7 members of the public

Apologies from Cllr Poll, Cllr Ayling, DCllr  Corry Cashman and PCSO Christine Baker.

152/10 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS

In his absence, DCllr Cashman had sent his report to be read at the meeting:

Update on High Speed 2 

In July Lord Mawhinney produced a report on “High Speed Rail access to Heathrow Airport”. The report recommended to government a “minimum cost” approach which, if agreed to, would mean no link to Heathrow and a terminus at Old Oak Common in west London rather than at Euston in central London. The District Council will be hosting a further “summit” on this matter in October. As with the earlier summit of a couple of months ago those attending are likely to include representatives from a wide range of Buckinghamshire organisations and societies, local councils, MPs and other interested individuals. Public consultation on the “route 3” option (which runs to the west of Amersham, Wendover, Aylesbury and Waddesdon) is due to take place in the new year.

153/10 POLICE REPORT

There was no-one present to report.

154/10 DISCLOSURES ON INTERESTS IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

None.

155/10 MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON 7th JULY 2010

It was then RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting and to authorise the Chairman to sign as a correct record.

156/10 CLERK’S REPORT ON MATTERS ARISING

121/10 An email had been received from the Allotment Warden regarding retrospective consent for an additional fruit tree on plot 8C.  The tenant had confirmed that it was dwarf stock intended as a 'step-over' apple tree.  After some discussion, Council agreed to ask the Allotment Warden to monitor the growth of the trees to make sure they do not exceed the 'step-over' height.

Overgrown footpaths and verges had been reported as per an email from Cllr Fee on 28 June.

140/10 The tree at Brownlow Lane had been trimmed.

45/10 The Clerk had investigated the minimum recommended width of public footpaths with regard to 10 The Green but had not been able to establish any legislation.  The Clerk contacted Transport for Bucks who agreed to visit the site and pass on any recommendations.

£180 pounds had been received to reimburse the Council for the cost of the absent entertainer at Perfect Village Sunday.  This will appear on next months Financial appendix.

135/10 (5) Perfect Village Sunday had taken £159.75 in sales.  Costs included £112.21 for sundries and £60 for the hire of chairs.  A £30 donation had also been suggested for the PTA who supplied the gazebos.

141/10 A letter had been sent to 5 Lammas Road asking for them to trim the hedge.  No action had yet been taken and the Clerk was asked to follow this up.

142/10 A letter had been sent to 40 Mentmore asking for them to trim the hedge.  Cllr Banister confirmed that contractors had been seen there earlier that day.

143/10 The Clerk had asked the Mowing Contractors to strim the areas at the village hall on two occasions without success.  The Mowers were due to be in the village over the next two days and the Clerk would try to contact them again to ask if they could strim the areas at the Village Hall instead of mowing the grass there.

146/10 The tree pruning as discussed on the village walk had taken place (52 and 54 Gooseacre).  The tree adjacent to 34 Brownlow had also been trimmed but had incurred an extra cost as the resident requested that it be reduced further in size than had originally been agreed with the tree surgeons.  The Clerk had obtained confirmation to proceed from the Chairman.

134/10 (3) The Clerk had not yet received a response from AVDC regarding the back-dated charge for emptying dog bins.

149/10 The Clerk confirmed that the water meter lid which had been damaged by AVDC mowers had been replaced.

157/10 CORRESPONDENCE, CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS AND NOTIFICATION OF MEETINGS:

1) Email from Stuart Minall re appointment as Trustee for the Townsland Trust which expires Oct 10-Council agreed to extend appointment. 

2) Confirmation letter from ACRE re successful application for Comma funding £12,340-noted.

3) Temporary prohibition of through traffic and temporary 10mph speed limit order for urgent carriageway repairs – High Street, Cheddington-noted.

4) Letter from BALC with a copy of the scoring sheet from the Best Kept Village competition-The Clerk to bring forward to the September meeting to discuss the presentation on 4 September.  Letter and scoring sheet passed for circulation. 

5) Information regarding the 'Bucks Debate' – to be included in the circulation file.

6) Email from Jackie Wesley re Aylesbury Vale Youth for Christ hosting a community-led planning activity event for young people in Cheddington – The Clerk to confirm the Council's interest in this event.

7) Email from resident requesting landing site for helicopter to collect a newly married couple from the village – Cllrs agreed the site adjacent to the allotments would be suitable and consented to them using it for on the 18 September provided the Village Hall was not in use that day for another function.  The Clerk to check other arrangements for the Village Hall prior to confirming the consent.

158/10 FINANCIAL MATTERS

1) Financial report payments were approved and cheques signed accordingly.

2) It was agreed to finance the cost of the finance package training courses requested by the Clerk, a half day at £80 and a full day at £160.

3) Following the request from St Giles Church, it was agreed to contribute £750 towards the upkeep of the graveyard.

4) Cllr Richards reported an interest in attending the social media training being offered by Community Impact Bucks.  As the free of charge places had already been allocated, Council agreed to finance the £25 fee and agreed Cllr Richards should attend. 

5) The History Society had written to request financial assistance for the production of a book which will collate memories of the Second World War from Cheddington residents.  Cllr Hall offered to source alternative quotes for printing and the Clerk would bring the item forward to the September meeting for further discussion.

159/10 REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS

None.

160/10 REPORTS FROM WORKING GROUPS

Cllr Ritchie and Cllr Banister reported on the LAF meeting held in July.  Cheddington were awarded £5,000 towards the completion of the footpath to Cooks Wharf which, together with the £6,000 already awarded and the COMMA funding, now brought the total for phase 4 footpath funding to just over £23,000.  The estimate for completion from Bucks CC is £42,000 which means the Parish Council would fund the remaining £19,000.  Simon Dudley had stated at the meeting that the footpath would be completed by September.  The Council were pleased with the level of funding achieved for this project.

161/10 COMMUNITY SPEED WATCH REPORT

Cllr Poll was not present to report.

162/10 INCIDENT AT PLAYGROUND

The Clerk had not received a response from the resident regarding the incident on the tractor in the playground despite hand delivering a letter asking for further information.  The inspection was due to take place on 10 August and Cllr Fee would accompany the inspector.

163/10 ALLOTMENTS

a) The allotment waiting list currently comprised 5 villagers and 2 from outside the village.  There was also internal demand from existing tenants.  Council would need to know how many extra plots were required and where they would be.  The Clerk would ask the Allotment Warden for more detail.

b) The Clerk reported on costings for a communal storage facility.  Discussion ensued on the practicalities of  shared storage and requested feedback from the tenants on this matter.  The Clerk would ask the Allotment Warden to approach tenants for views.

c) Costs had been identified for an additional water trough.  Cllr Banister reported that there may be an existing pipe that could be used and would investigate and report back.

d) Permission to plant a fourth dwarf fruit tree on plot 19 (a full plot) was denied.

164/10 PAVILION ALARM AND HEATING

The Chairman reported that cobwebs fluttering over the alarm sensors had set the alarm off on a number of occasions recently and suggested that the working group meet to discuss the need for more formal arrangements regarding responsibility for cleaning and managing the heating requirements for the Pavilion.  The working group suggested they meet on the same day as the finance meeting.  The Clerk would arrange a suitable date.

165/10 SPEED CALMING

The Clerk presented the information received on Speed Indicator Devices.  It was agreed to circulate the information and bring the item forward for discussion at the September meeting.

166/10 MOWING DATES

As detailed in 156/10, the Clerk was asked to contact the contractors to request that they strim the areas around the trees adjacent to the Village Hall instead of mowing the grass there on this occasion.

167/10 DISCUSS ACTION RE BLACK POPLAR AT THE REC

The Clerk was asked to find out whether there was a TPO on the Black Poplar at the Rec as it had split and toppled and was in need of attention.  The Clerk would investigate and seek advice from the AVDC Tree Officer.  

168/10 PICNIC BENCHES AT THE GREEN

Some discussion took place on the idea of installing picnic benches on The Green.  It was agreed that before a decision could be made, general feedback on how The Green is used should be sought from residents via informal discussions.

169/10 DISCUSS TREE PRUNING AROUND STREET LIGHTS

The Clerk was asked to contact AVDC/BCC regarding pruning the trees outside 113 and 34/36 Church Hill and Hillside.    Quotes would be obtained for pruning outside 37 Gooseacre and the first tree on the Village Hall path.  The Clerk was also asked to write to the resident of 43 High Street to prune the tree obscuring the light on the High Street.

170/10 PLANNING MATTERS

a) To note planning applications:


None.

b) To note decisions:

10/00968/ACL – 14 Church Hill – single storey rear extension – certificate issued, propose development.

10/00779/APP – 6 Church Hill – proposed part first floor extension above existing garage and part ground floor side extension and single storey front extension – permitted.

171/10 REPORT ON URGENT MATTERS

Cllr Hall requested clarification on where the driveway for the new property next to 10 The Green was supposed to be.  It was agreed to check the planning application.

It was agreed to remove the white board that had been placed behind the village sign and, in time, relocate this sign to the other end of the village and replace it with a larger version.

172/10 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Wednesday 1st September 2010, 7.45 pm in the Village Hall side room. There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.25pm.

Signed:
Stuart Ritchie






Date: 

Chairman
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