CHEDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 2nd APRIL 2008

AT 7:45pm IN THE VILLAGE HALL SIDE ROOM

OPEN PUBLIC FORUM

Mr Chandler requested an update from the Council on the decision regarding the silver birch tree to the rear of his property (Minute 25/08) and was informed that the Clerk was awaiting a quotation for its removal and replacement with a more appropriate tree by the end of the year.

In his capacity as Rights of Way officer for the Council, Mr Chandler reported that the drainage ditch running parallel to the footpath from the school playing field up to the railway bridge is badly contaminated.  The Clerk was asked to find out who owns the field and is responsible for that section of ditch and to report the problem as quickly as possible, before it results in flooding.  Bucks CC were involved in installing the drain from the High Street, so the Clerk agreed to make enquiries with them and report the problem.

A resident asked the Parish Council for support in her campaign against mixed sex wards in hospitals.  The Chairman said that although the Parish Council is sympathetic to the cause, she would need additional support in the form of a petition before the Parish Council could react and suggested she might consider putting an article in the village newsletter.

The Chairman opened the meeting at 8pm.

53/08 ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES
Attendance:

Cllr S Ayling (Chairman)


Cllr C Fee


Cllr S Ritchie



Cllr C Poll



Cllr R Grant



Cllr P Banister

T Murrell (Clerk)

Apologies from Cllr Hall, Cllr Hibbert

3 members of the public, DCllr Cashman

54/08 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS

DCllr Cashman apologised for late arrival and gave apologies on behalf of CCllr Avril Davies. He had nothing to report.

55/08 POLICE REPORT 

No police presence at the meeting. The Clerk did receive a Ringmaster email regarding a break-in on 28th March to the rear garden of a premises in Church Hill, when 2 pedal cycles and a BBQ were stolen. Also on 28th March at 8.30am and 31st March a quantity of plant machinery was stolen from a building site in Barkham Close.

56/08 DISCLOSURES ON INTERESTS IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

None

57/08 MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON 5th MARCH 2008

Minute 41/08 ‘Council agreed’ was deleted and it was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting and to authorise the Chairman to sign as a correct record.

58/08 MATTERS ARISING

23/08 Safe Walk Project Update – The Clerk informed the Council that she was still awaiting a response from Bucks CC Highways to her request for a meeting to discuss the feasibility of the project before making an application to the Community Chest Fund for a further £25k funding. 

27/08 Speed Calming Measures Update –  The Clerk has had a conversation with David Cairney, Bucks Highways Department, who has assured her that the road signage will be done early April/May.  His promised email response to Council’s comments on the speed calming measures proposed by Bucks CC will be circulated to Councillors for comment and discussion at the May meeting. Speed data following recent checks has not yet been received by the Clerk.

The Clerk has received delivery of the Community Speed Watch Kit, which she will pass to Cllr Poll along with police application forms, as he has volunteered to manage the scheme.

28/08 Barkham Close Footpath – The Clerk has spoken to the Site Manager, who assured her that the drop from the pavement at the end of Barkham Close would be a graduated slope.  She was told that the road will be resurfaced by the Developers up to the end of the lay-by and Bucks CC Highways will do the rest. 

40/08 Bolts to Green gates –  The Clerk will hopefully have some information at the May meeting.
46/08 Rat at allotments -  The Clerk reported the problem to AVDC Environmental Health on 12th March, Ref. MPAN1502, who would be prepared to investigate the problem at a cost of £27 for call out plus £8 for the first hour and £15.50 for every additional hour plus treatment charges, although they were unsure whether these charges would apply to the Parish Council and would make enquiries.  The Clerk asked the Council to consider this option and who would be responsible for any costs incurred.  Cllrs agreed the problem was being caused by compost bins and asked the Clerk to obtain advice from alternative sources.  Cllr Fee offered to make some enquiries herself and report her findings to the Clerk for discussion at the May meeting.

42/08 Parish Assembly – The Assembly was well attended. There were 4 very interesting and informative speakers, but a villager made a comment that there were too many speakers, which left little time for residents to raise issues and ask questions.  This was noted by the Chairman for future reference.  

47/08 Camiers Appeal – Cllr Poll pointed out that the deadline for comments regarding Camier’s appeal against the planning decision must be received by 7th April, which was noted by the Clerk.
59/08 CORRESPONDENCE, CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS AND NOTIFICATION OF MEETINGS:
· Email from Tim Clark, AVDC re second cut verges circulated to Councillors for information. Noted

· Email request from David Neville, Aylesbury Methodist Church for permission to use The Green for picnic tea at 4.30pm on Sunday, 15th June followed by an open-air service at 5.30pm. Permission granted.

· Email request from Village Fete Committee for use of village hall ground on July 12th for the Fete. Granted.

· Notification from Bucks CC of mobile Library stopping places review 2008. The Clerk was asked to reply and stress that Tuesdays is not a good day, and that any other day would be preferable.

· Letter from resident regarding problem of ball games on village hall grounds next to allotments. The Clerk was asked to inform the complainant that the Youth Council would be informed and asked to help resolve the problem and the Parish Council would contact the Fete Committee asking them to refrain from using the allotment fence as a target at this year’s Fete.

· Request from Methodist Church for financial support towards refurbishment of toilet block. The Clerk was asked to find out how much money had already been raised, either from grants or other fundraising and how much is still required and to report to May meeting, when a decision would be made by the Parish Council regarding the amount to be donated to the project.

· Invitation from AVDC for comment on Draft Housing Strategy circulated to Councillors – deadline 16th April. Noted.

· Invitation to the Chairman and Clerk to St George’s Day Parade at St. George’s Church, RAF Halton on Sunday 27th April 2.15 pm. Noted.

· Notification from Vale of Aylesbury Housing Trust of Stake holder’s Summit for Community Development on Thursday, 3rd April, 2008 6.30-9pm at the Civic Centre Aylesbury. Noted
· Request from WI to use Village Green on 9th May from 2.15pm to hold Produce on the Green event. Granted.
60/08 RECEIVE REPORTS FROM WORKING GROUPS

a) Village of the Year – The Clerk reported that Cllr Ritchie was working hard on the PowerPoint presentation to accompany village speakers and the working group was pleased with the way it was all coming together.  There is still a lot to do and another meeting will be held on Monday 14th March to finalise.  A full run through rehearsal of all speakers is planned for Thursday 17th at 12.30 in the Methodist Hall, followed by the actual presentation to judges starting at 2.30pm.

b) Perfect Village Sunday – It was agreed to defer this item until the May meeting.
c) Fete Participation – A working group was set up consisting of Cllrs Ayling, Poll, Ritchie and Fee to meet and report to May meeting.
d) Luton Airspace and Heathrow expansion plans – Cllr Ayling has spoken to John Lowen a Mentmore resident with considerable knowledge on the subject, who believes the Parish Councils of Cheddington and Mentmore should take a two-pronged attack.  Firstly, NATS must work according to Government guidelines and the Government must take note of highly populated areas, there is less affect on villages with low population.  Mr Lowen has drafted a strong letter to John Bercow MP, which the Working Group feels should be worded slightly differently, so the advise to the Parish Council was to allow Mr Lowen to review the Consultation Document and the Working Group will bring his recommendations to the May meeting for discussion.

61/08 FINANCIAL MATTERS

a) Payments were agreed in accordance with financial report (Appendix 1).  The Clerk explained that she was expecting payment by WREN of the grant for the play equipment within the month of April and had therefore made out the cheque to Wicksteeds in full settlement of their invoice, but it would be held until WREN has notified her of payment.

b) The Clerk put forward her recommendation for Internal Auditor for 2007/8 accounts, Mrs Lorna Harvey, Parish Clerk for Ivinghoe for many years as well as Secretary to SLCC, which was agreed by the Council.

c) Pavilion Recharges – it was agreed to defer this item to the May meeting as the Clerk was awaiting meter readings.

d) The Clerk attended an all day BALC Finance Training Workshop on 11th March in Milton Keynes, which covered risk management, policy and risk driven budgeting principles and keeping the books, including the audit timetable and financial controls.  She was able to report that Cheddington were one of a minority of Parish Councils with both a forward plan and 5 year budget forecast.
62/08 REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS

a) GC2C Meeting Wing 27th March attended by Cllr Banister – These meetings will be replacing the Local Area Committee meetings in Winslow.  Parishes will be divided into 19 local areas and the venue for meetings covering Cheddington will move around the parishes in the Wing & Ivinghoe district. The April meeting will be the last one held in Winslow. It was confirmed that the delegated funds budget would be retained. Cllr Banister did get an opportunity to report outstanding Highways items to the meeting and was told that the footpath on the corner of The Green/High Street had been ordered and they are aware of the cracked and damaged footpath in Church Lane, but no resources available for this at present. David Cairney from Bucks CC Highways did promise to contact the Clerk regarding speed calming and the drain outside 27 Mentmore Road will be repaired properly at the end of April/early May. There was also a speaker from Social Services present, who explained that ‘Surgeries’ would be coming soon to the area to promote people’s independence to enable them to stay in their own homes for longer. The next meeting of GC2C will be held on 3rd Wednesday in June (18th), venue to be decided.

63/08  ALLOTMENTS

Due to the increasing demand in the requirement for allotment plots, the Allotment Warden, Malcolm Lee has recommended to the Council that it consider opening up additional plots. The Council agreed that applicants should not expect to be allocated a plot immediately, but if current demand continues it was agreed to first open up plot 24 adjacent to plot 23 and offer 4 1/4s for rent.  If tenants open up the plot themselves, it was agreed there should be no charge in the first year.

The Parish Council stressed that in times of high demand; plots must not be given to people living outside Cheddington.

64/08 RISK ASSESSMENT

The Clerk recommended an annual review of the Parish Council’s Risk Assessment and it was agreed that Cllr Grant would assist the Clerk in this process.

65/08 RURAL POST OFFICES

A recent email from the Countryside Alliance about rural post office closures across the country prompted discussion about the likelihood of reopening a post office in Cheddington and the Clerk was ask to contact The Post Office to enquire about the possibility of a mobile post office.

66/08 BARKHAM CLOSE ROAD SURFACE

This item has already been covered under minutes 58/08 above and 68/08c below. 

67/08 PLANNING MATTERS

To note planning applications and decisions:

Received: 7 Lammas Road – single storey side extension, first floor side extension and replace flat roof with pitched roof over part of existing first floor. The Parish Council raised no objection to this application.

5 Station Cottages, Station Road – conversion of 2-storey side extension to form self contained dwelling. The Parish Council raised no objection to this application.

31 Brownlow Lane – Conversion of dwelling to form 2 dwellings was opposed by the Parish Council on the basis that there is insufficient parking, where parking problems already exist and it changes the character of the development.

Land adjacent to 77 High Street – Appeal against decision regarding erection of detached dwelling. Noted.

Permitted: None

Refused:  None

68/08 FORWARD PLAN ITEMS

a. Tree Survey/Maintenance – Cllrs agreed to review report from Tree Warden 2006 and AVDC 2003 and make discuss recommendations at next meeting.

b. Registration of Council land/open spaces – It was explained that by the Parish Council registering ownership of the land with the local Land Registry, it would be protected against development. The cost of registration would be as follows: Total value of land and buildings from £200k up to £500k @ £165, from £500k to £1million @ £315 and in excess of £1million @  £525.  If the land has been used by the Parish Council for longer than a certain period, it could apply for possessionary title.  A simple enquiry online for a fee of £6, the Parish Council would be able to determine if any of the land has already been registered. DCllr Cashman will make enquiries about whether land valuations are required and report back to the Clerk in time for next meeting when a working group will be set up.

c. Fourth Phase footway lighting improvements – Cllr Fee suggested she should talk to a residents at the bottom of Leeches Way, before a decision is made about the concrete post outside their house, which would be more effective if moved.  She has noticed there are 3 new lights in Partridge Close and the Clerk was asked to find out who is responsible for them and also to contact Bucks CC Highways to find out when they intend to resurface Barkham Close, because if there is time it would be prudent to replace the concrete posts along that road before any resurfacing is carried out. Cllr Fee will provide her report at the May meeting.  Cllr Fee did ask the Council for a policy with regard to bulb replacement and it was agreed that failing bulbs should be replaced with new energy saving light bulbs in areas where there is already a predominance of white bulbs or where advised by ABB that existing lantern cannot be repaired.

d. Lighting Maintenance – The Clerk will obtain quotations to present to the Council.

e. Anti-Litter/dog mess campaign programme.  This is ongoing and the Clerk will continue to put regular articles in the Parish News encouraging residents to take a price in the appearance of the village.

f. Fence painting at The Green – The Clerk will approach the Probation Service to find out if this is the type of work they will take on.

g. Community Speedwatch – The Clerk received delivery of the Speed Watch kit minus the palm-held data collection unit, which is to follow and will pass all equipment and police application forms to Cllr Chris Poll, who has volunteered to manage the scheme. She will also provide him with a volunteer database.
69/08 REPORT ON URGENT MATTERS

Tyre tracks have been noticed on Sunday on the land adjacent to the allotments at the Village Hall, they appeared wider than ordinary car tyres.  The Clerk was asked to report this to the local PCSOs and ask them to include this area in their patrols.

70/08 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The Annual Meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Wednesday 7th May 2008 at 7.45 pm in the Village Hall side room.  There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.20pm. 

Signed (Chairman) …………………………………………………..


Date:…………………….
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