CHEDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 1st APRIL 2009

AT 7:45pm IN THE VILLAGE HALL SIDE ROOM

OPEN PUBLIC FORUM

The Clerk was asked to publish the dates of the AVDC Bulk Refuse Freighter in the next Newsletter.

Joan Ward asked the Parish Council to amend its Minute 4 of the March Open Public Forum as she had not said she supported Twinning. She asked that should the Parish Council be considering new village signs, that they be clear and simple.

The Allotment Warden asked for additional signs at the allotments.

A resident expressed concern about the deep potholes along the High Street, which is causing damage to vehicles.

63/09 Attendance and Apologies
Attendance:

Cllr S Ayling (Chairman)


Cllr R Grant

Cllr C Poll



Cllr C Fee





Cllr Banister


T Murrell (Clerk)

Apologies received from Cllr Ritchie due to illness, Cllr Hall on holiday and Cllr Hibbert, no reason given.

3 members of the public, DCllr Corrie Cashman.

64/09 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS

DCllr Cashman presented the following report:

1) Station Road Parking – A questionnaire was distributed to residents on 31st March to obtain feedback on the trial white lines. Response has been requested by 21st April.  A copy of the Questionnaire was passed to the Clerk.

2) A research paper on how to deal with diseased chestnut trees was passed to the Clerk for information and she was asked to put details in the next newsletter.

3) The Clerk was given details of the District Council’s salting regime on roads in the area.

4) As part of the Core Strategy for Growth in Aylesbury Vale, DCllr Cashman explained that 16800 new homes will be built in Aylesbury Town and the immediate vicinity between 2006-2026 (5400 in an around Newton Longville, 4700 over the rest of the Vale, of which 2700 have either been built, have planning or are under construction) Sites will need to be identified for 2000 more homes and plans to provide 400 additional houses in 14 of the surrounding villages (less than 40 per village) where supported, but are awaiting full Council decision. If accepted, Cheddington will be expected to provide no more than 40 homes in that 20-year period and the affordable housing development at Partridge Close would count towards that number.  Croft Meadows has been identified as another potential site to build.

5) A Cllr expressed her concern about the mounds of earth at the traveller’s site outside Horton.  DCllr Cashman said that the Enforcement Officer had investigated and will monitor, but he will also make enquiries and let the Clerk know what is going on.

65/09 POLICE REPORT

No representatives from Thames Valley Police were present.

66/09 DISCLOSURES ON INTERESTS IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

Cllr Grant Item 8a. 

67/09 MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON 4th MARCH 2009

Minute 4) of the Open Public Forum was amended at the request of a member of the public. It was then RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting and to authorise the Chairman to sign as a correct record.

68/09 MATTERS ARISING

12/09  The water leak in Station Road appears to have been rectified. Anglian Water is aware of the problem leak in the road at the bus shelter on The Green, which is being investigated.

14/09 A new bench is now in plate in the old allotment field 

28/09 Ten ‘Slow Down’ signs recently designed by the children of Cheddington School have been erected along the High Street.

33/09 The Council’s nomination for the Buckingham Palace Garden Party was unsuccessful.

34/09 The school clock is chiming again thanks to a parent, who provided his cherry picker so that the school caretaker could complete the necessary repairs to the clock.    The Clerk was asked to write a letter of thanks to the parent concerned.

Cllr Banister asked the Clerk to minute that Anglian Water had agreed to credit the Parish Council by cheque for the huge overestimate of utility charges for the last quarter.

69/09 CORRESPONDENCE, CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS AND NOTIFICATION OF MEETINGS:

· Notification of Stewkley Village Weekend 25th &26th April, details on notice board. Noted

· Request from Chair of Youth Council to hold Easter Egg stall on village Green 4th April. Granted.

· Request for financial support from Cheddington Play Scheme. £1300 had been agreed in the budget and the Clerk was asked to raise a cheque for signature at the meeting.

· AVDC Play Around the Parishes comes to Cheddington. Council agreed to host event again this year.

· Request from Marjorie Jones to use recreation ground car park for Open Gardens on Sunday 21st June. Granted.
· AVDC village refuse freighter notice, details on notice board, next collection Tuesday 28th April 2009 on garage forecourt, Barkham Close from 12 noon until 3.30pm
70/09  FINANCIAL MATTERS

a) Payments in accordance with financial report (Appendix 1) were agreed.

b) Pavilion recharges were deferred to the May meeting. 

c) Fencing Solutions of Leighton Buzzard quoted £190 to carry out repairs to allotment fence, which was duly agreed by the Council. The Clerk was asked to instruct the contractor to proceed with repairs.

71/09  REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS

Local Area Forum Meeting 12th March attended by Cllrs Poll and Ritchie. Cllr Poll was surprised to when the general public were invited to add to the list of parish topics of concern and to participate in an exercise to prioritise them for the forum’s attention.  The Parish Council was not made aware in advance that the public would be invited to participate and in Cllr Polls view, the forum was badly organised.  The top 3 topics were then discussed. No vote was taken.  Presentations and reports from Council Officers followed and Simon Dudley of BCC Highways department confirmed that bids to delegated budget from Cheddington and one other parish were top of the list.  The Clerk was asked to email Simon Dudley to find out who makes the final decision and when a decision is to be made, reiterating that Cheddington has requested part funding only for the 3rd phase of the Safe Walk/Cycle project and that the balance of funds will be sourced from Parish Council funds and other sources.  The Council also agreed that a letter should be sent to the Local Area Forum expressing Council’s concerns about the unexpected public participation.  Another point of interest mentioned was any work quoted by Ringway Jacobs, the new BCC contractor for transport services, that is carried out under estimate, the difference between estimate and cost will be shared between Ringway Jacobs and BCC.  The Council agreed that all works need to be correctly monitored.

Cllr Poll felt unwell and left the meeting at 8.55pm. 

72/09 Amended Byelaws 

Following concerns expressed by a resident regarding the playing of cricket with a cricket ball, the Council confirmed that byelaw 21 prohibits the playing of cricket except in the designated areas. Playing with a soft ball is allowed everywhere.The Clerk was asked to reply to the resident accordingly. Byelaw 14 relating to motor vehicles has been reinserted. The Chairman call for a vote and the Council voted unanimously to adopt the amended Byelaws, which were duly signed and sealed by the Chairman. The Clerk will proceed with placing advertisements in both the LBO and Bucks Herald before the new Byelaws can be officially approved by Communities and Local Government. 

Following requests from allotment holders, the Council agreed to erect 2 new signs either side of the main gate to the allotments, which will read ‘Please do not kick footballs against this fence’.

Cllr Banister agreed to remove the temporary signs referring to the driving of vehicles across the land adjacent to the allotments.

The Clerk was asked to replace the broken sign red and white sign at the entrance gate to the allotments and the Council agreed a maximum budget of £250 total for the 3 signs.

73/09 Best Kept Village 2009 Entry

The Council agreed to enter the village again this year and asked the Clerk to complete the necessary entry forms.

Judging will take place in June.

74/09 Parish Assembly meeting 18th March

Draft minutes have been circulated to Councillors for comment.

75/09 To receive reports from Working Groups

The Finance Working Group met on Tuesday 31st March to consider the end of year financial position and recommended to the Council that £4000 is moved into reserves for the footpath to Cooks Wharf, which was agreed. Another budget variance is the Section 106 grant received from the affordable housing development in Partridge Close, which was spent wholly on the first phase of the footpath. Latest financial estimates indicate that the Council is approximately £8000 under budget, despite having carried out all the necessary work.

76/09 Perfect Village Sunday Event

As all members of the working group were absent, this item will be deferred to the May meeting.

77/09 Village Signs

The Clerk was asked to obtain quotations for a ‘Welcome to Cheddington’ sign at either end of the village for consideration at the May meeting. 

78/09 Forward Plan Items:

1. Fifth phase lighting improvements. Cllr Fee recommended the replacement of the last 2 concrete columns in Barkham Close and the installation of a new column on the corner of Manor Pound Road, plus the removal of the concrete column at the bottom of Leeches Way and the Clerk was asked to provide estimates for the work at the next meeting.  It was agreed that the dim lamp on the Village Hall path should be replaced with a new energy saving white bulb when it fails.

2. Railway line side fence repairs. The Clerk was asked to instruct local contractor, Ian Bonham to survey the fence and provide an estimate of works required to repair it.

3. Traffic Calming. The Clerk was asked to arrange a working group meeting to discuss way forward after Easter.

4. Support Youth Council. The Parish Council agreed to continue to offer the Youth Council moral and financial support as required.

5. Village Events.  Representatives from the Parish Council have agreed to man the bar at the Village Fete on 4th July 2009. The Parish Council will put up a display board with information about the Parish Council and a section for the public to put up their comments/questions/suggestions.
6. Environmental improvements. The new Tree Warden, Simon Lancaster has been asked to carry out a survey of the existing trees in the village and to recommend a tree-planting programme for 2009 to include filling the gap in the hedge behind the Pavilion. 
The Clerk was asked to make enquiries about additional waste recycling bins and to report at the next meeting.

79/09 PLANNING MATTERS 
To note planning applications and decisions:

Received: 09/20003/AWD Unit 32 Airfield Industrial Estate – Replacement trommel and picking station

Withdrawn: 08/02961/APP 22 Mentmore Road – Demolition of workshop and other works.

80/09 REPORT ON URGENT MATTERS

None

81/09 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The Annual Meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Wednesday 6th May 2009, 7.45 pm in the Village Hall side room. There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.35pm.

Signed: Stuart Ritchie








Date: 6th May 2009

Chairman
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