CHEDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 6th AUGUST 2008

AT 7:45pm IN THE VILLAGE HALL SIDE ROOM

OPEN PUBLIC FORUM

1)  Joan Ward reported that at the last Bus Users Meeting she was informed that new timetables had been sent to the Clerk. The Clerk confirmed she had never received them.

2) The driver of the recovery vehicle parked in the lay by adjacent to Partridge Close asked the Parish Council to explain why there appears to be a problem with the vehicle being parked in that location.  The Parish Council explained that it had received a verbal complaint from a resident and that is why the matter had been discussed at the July meeting.  It was agreed that this matter was outside the jurisdiction of the Parish Council and the driver was doing nothing illegal.

3) A resident complained about the level of parking provided to the residents of Barkham Close, which is not afforded to other members of the community.

The Chairman opened the meeting at 8pm.

126/08 Attendance and Apologies
Attendance:

Cllr S Ritchie (Vice Chairman)

Cllr R Grant

Cllr P Banister  



Cllr C Poll


Cllr C Fee



Cllr AM Hibbert

Cllr D Hall



T Murrell (Clerk)

Apologies from Cllr Ayling                                      

5 members of the public

127/08 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS

CCllr Avril Davies’ quarterly news was circulated to Cllrs. 

DCllr Cashman presented the following report:

· Station Road Parking - He and CCllr Davies have had a meeting with Bucks County Council Highways and were informed that there are insufficient funds in this financial year for a yellow line scheme. However subject to resident’s agreement they have offered white lines in front of driveways in Station Road to extend up to 1.5 metres either side and this would be on a 6 month trial basis.  A letter has been sent to residents for their comments. The Chairman made a decision to bring forward Item 17 on the agenda. The Clerk informed the Council that she had received no response to her letter to Mr Charlton, Transport Parking Services Manager at BCC and when she spoke to him on the telephone, she was informed that a Mr Kenny was dealing with the matter, but was on leave.  DCllr Cashman said he would follow this up and copy the Clerk in on his letter and any response he receives. He explained that Cheddington is unique in that it is the only station on the network where parking is free outside the station grounds. The Clerk informed the Council of the response from London Midland regarding the parking fees at the Station.  Cllrs said that charge time periods were currently unclear.

128/08 POLICE REPORT 

No police attendance or report from Thames Valley Police on reported crimes in Cheddington. A Ringmaster message from the Aylesbury Watch Office on 25th July reported a forced entry to premises in Brownlow Lane, Cheddington via a kitchen window.  Vehicle keys were taken and subsequently a 06 black and grey Ford Ranger pick up was stolen from outside the premises.

129/08 DISCLOSURES ON INTERESTS IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

Cllr Hibbert Item 15. Cllr Banister Items 9a. and 19. Cllr Grant Item 19.

130/08 MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON 2nd JULY 2008

It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting and to authorise the Chairman to sign as a correct record.

131/08 MATTERS ARISING

Byelaws – Communities and Local Government has come back with queries regarding the wording of the description of open space to the south west of the village hall and the Clerk asked the Council for clarification. It was agreed that the reference to ‘part of a private road’ should be removed and Schedule 1 reworded, to include ‘the land within the boundary hedge to the south west of the village hall’.

60/08 Village of the Year 2008 -  Cheddington was runner up in the De Fraine Cup for Best Kept Village 2008.

Judges comments:  ‘Overall a very well kept village with evidence of strong community spirit in most respects’.  The Certificate will be displayed at the Village Hall.

Calor Village of Year Competition 2008

Small community category winner Cuddington, runner up Stewkley.  The Parish Council is still waiting to hear the results of the Village’s entry in the 2007 National Awards, judged in April this year.

97/08 Summer Play Events – AVDC Play Team lost the Parish Council’s keys to the removable section of fence at the Green and did not bother to replace the fence or padlock it on leaving.  AVDC has replaced the padlocks and keys have been sent to the mowing contractors. Cllr Ritchie has agreed to open up for the Play Team on the next two events.

The Clerk was asked to minute that Network Rail has repaired the hole in the railway line side fence at the top of the recreation ground.

The Parish Council wishes to thank Ian Banister for his efforts in keeping the War Memorial garden looking lovely again this year.

113/08 Play Equipment Inspection – The unaccompanied inspection is due to take place on 22nd August.
102/08 Safe Walk/Cycle Project – The Clerk has received an invoice from Bucks County Council Highways for Phases 1 and 2 of the project totalling £25000 + VAT as agreed and a copy has been sent to AVDC Leisure Department so that the Section 106 money can be released.
132/08 CORRESPONDENCE, CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS AND NOTIFICATION OF MEETINGS:

· Letter from NATS regarding the TCN Consultation.  An analysis of all responses has been published at www.nats.co.uk/TCNconsultation.

· Email from previous mowing contractors offering his services at the same price as charged last year. Noted.

· Letter from BCC Highways asking the Parish Council to identify and report issues and concerns within the Parish, as part local communities will be blitzed by dedicated pothole and patching repair gangs from April through to October 2008. The 6 local community gangs will be equipped to carry out general tasks such as cleaning road signs, trimming overgrown hedges, removing weeds. Report Schedules were passed to Cllrs for them to complete and return to the Clerk within 7 days.

· Letter from resident complaining about a Cllrs comments regarding the parking of a lorry in the layby adjacent to Partridge Close.  The matter was discussed during the Public Open Forum and the Council thanked her for taking an interest, the content of her letter had been noted.

· Letter from Cheddington Football Club regarding the high cost of Pavilion recharges for 2007/8, asking the Parish Council for help with the high cost of keeping the club running.  See Minute 133/08 3. below.

· BCC Wing and Ivinghoe Area Newsletter. 

· Notification of Council Training to be held in Stokenchurch on 26th September. Noted.

Email from AVDC regarding grass cutting of verges – 6th cut of season now started, still on target to complete 10 cuts. 

133/08 RECEIVE REPORTS FROM WORKING GROUPS

1. Fete Participation – There was a reluctance of people to come forward and make suggestions/comments.  Winner of the Questionnaire receiving a bottle of Champagne was Mrs Peacock. Answers to the Quiz will be published in the Newsletter and on the village website.  Analysis of the answers showed interestingly that residents are under the impression that the Parish Council is responsible for the footpaths and pavements around the village, but they are in fact the responsibility of Bucks County Council.     

2. Finance Working Group – The Working Group met to discuss other funding sources for Phase 3 of the Safe Walk/Cycle Project towards Cooks Wharf and will apply for a grant from Access to Nature.  WREN will be approached for a grant for the footpath to Mentmore Spinney, once the Clerk has received estimates of cost from Bucks CC.

Registering of Open Spaces - The Clerk will need to locate title deeds for the land to be registered and will keep the Council informed of her progress.

3. Pavilion Working Group – Cllr Ritchie has spoken to Steve Gutsell of the Tennis Club re Pavilion recharges for 2007/8 and agreed to discuss the matter at the meeting. The Council asked the Clerk to write to both the Tennis and Football clubs to let them know that the recharges are already subsidised by 30% by the Parish Council. Council asked the Clerk to instruct the mowing contractors to cut the grass much shorter at the recreation ground, so that the Football Club do not need to pay extra for additional cuts in order to play and to advise the clubs that there are many other funding sources that they might like to apply to for financial support.

4. Meeting with Mowing Contractors – Cllrs expressed their concerns about the standard of grass cutting and irregular frequency, although this has on occasions been due to adverse weather conditions. The contractors were asked to mow up to the edge of the central grass area down the middle of the allotments, to include the recently levelled and seeded area of grass at the back of the allotments, to cut the grass shorter all round the village, but particularly at the recreation ground, to improve conditions for playing football. Contractors had supplied a quotation to mow the path leading to the Charity Field, adjacent to the Village Hall, but the Council thought the cost was excessive and decided to defer any decision until later in the year. Cllr Fee agreed to contact Mr Mason, to find out if he would be interested in doing some grass cutting for the Parish Council.

134/08 FINANCIAL MATTERS

a) It was resolved to agree payments in accordance with financial report (Appendix 1). 
b) Cost to repair column Manor Road – ABB Ltd have quoted £205 to straighten the column and the council RESOLVED to accept the quoted price and proceed with the work.
c) Cost of tree surgery Gooseacre. The Clerk has received one quotation from Love & Stileman for £180. If the Clerk does not receive another quotation within 7 days, the Council RESOLVED to accept Love & Stileman’s quotation.  
135/08 REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS

The last Local Area Forum was held in Winslow in July and the Clerk was able to report that Bucks CC’s Transportation Department has applied for funding from SEERA for both the A418 Bypass and A41 link roads for 2016-2019.  SEERA will announce their priority list in January 2009, which will then be sent to the Secretary of State for a final decision in Summer 2009.  It will be up to Bucks CC to decide on the blue or pink route at some point during the process.

136/08 Speed Calming

Following a meeting with Bucks CC Highways, the Parish Council has decided to wait and see how affective Community Speedwatch is in slowing down the traffic through the village before making any decisions about vehicle activated signs, which are very costly.  It has however decided to go ahead with the procedure for installation of a pinch point at the south end of the village between the Swan PH and Keepers Close.  Bucks CC will now proceed with the consultation process by inserting details and a questionnaire in the September Newsletter for residents to comment.

137/08 Access onto Parish Council land 

Council considered Cllr Ayling’s suggestion to draft an agreement between the Parish Council and the owners of the property in question in line with NALC recommendations and it was agreed that Cllr Ayling should contact the people concerned to discuss the matter and report back to the September meeting before any agreements are drawn up.

138/08 Graffitti at The Green

The have been incidents of petty vandalism at The Green – graffiti on the new YOYO swing and a hole dug in the safety surface surrounding the new roundabout, as reported by Cllr Hibbert.  The Clerk was instructed to organise the repair to the safety surface.  The Parish Council handyman has removed the graffiti from the swing and it was agreed that the Clerk should put an article in the next Newsletter about it. Cllr Hibbert also agreed to report to the Youth Council.

139/08 Youth Council Elections

The new Chair of the Youth Council is Jake Houchen, Vice Chair is Jack Fisher and Sam Woods is Clerk/Newlsetter Editor. The Clerk was asked to make contact with Jake to say how pleased the Parish Council is that they have taken on this new responsibility and to ask how the Parish Council can support them/Youth Council in the future.

140/08 Youth4Youth

Cllr Hibbert is currently running Youth4Youth, supported by other youth groups in the village. From September she will be joined by volunteer parents.  AVDC funding has been agreed to replace old and damaged equipment to the value of £650.  The Residents Association has cleared the clubs overdraft and the Townlands Trust has been approached for financial assistance.  The Council was presented with the latest financial report and asked for financial assistance to keep the club afloat, as there is only £10 in the account. Jake Houchen and one of the other leaders were recently voted best youth leaders in Bucks and there is a relaunch party planned for September, to which all young people in Cheddington will be invited. The Council RESOLVED to offer an initial grant of £250 payable immediately to cover the September expenses and the Clerk raised the cheque for signature at the meeting.  It was further agreed to consider additional funding at the November meeting provided the Council is supplied with monthly financial reports in the meantime.

141/08 Village Walk 

The Clerk will be providing quotations at future meetings for all outstanding items identified on the village walk action schedule. There are some items of work outstanding with Bucks County Council Highways Department, which will be added to the report to be sent back to the Transportation Department for the community gangs to carry out, but all other work identified on the walk has been completed, either by the Handyman or local contractors.

142/08 Community Speedwatch

Cllr Poll reported that the CRB checks are still not complete, but are being processed.  Training on the equipment has been arranged for Thursday, 14th August 8.30am in the Village Hall car park and it is hoped that as many of the volunteers as possible and Parish Councillors will attend.  The Parish Clerk from Ivinghoe will also be attending, as Ivinghoe is interested in hiring the equipment from Cheddington.  The Council agreed to defer any discussions about hire charges at the present time.  It was suggested that the Clerk should make enquiries with other Parish Councils currently running the scheme and also with insurers.

143/08 Allotments

It was RESOLVED to adopt the increased allotment rents for 2009/2010 recommended by the Finance Working Group, which are: Full plot @ £19, ¾ plot @ £15, 1/2 plot @ £11, ¼ plot @ £7.  Over 60’s will be charged at half the rental and plot holders from outside Cheddington @ £30 per plot. It was further agreed that tenants who have not tended their plots in the current year will be given notice and the plots reallocated, plus some additional plots will be opened up to accommodate the current high demand for allotments.

144/08 PLANNING MATTERS - To note planning applications and decisions:

Received: None

Permitted: 08/01308/APP – Montagues Yard, 22 Mentmore Road. Boundary Wall

Refused: None


Withdrawn: None

46 High Street – Conversion of barn to form dwelling. Council reviewed the copy plans and were happy that the building would not extend beyond the building line.
145/08 REPORT ON URGENT MATTERS 

None

146/08 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Wednesday 3rd September at 7.45 pm in the Village Hall side room. There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.30pm. 
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