CHEDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING HELD ON 5th AUGUST 2009

AT 7:45pm IN THE VILLAGE HALL SIDE ROOM

OPEN PUBLIC FORUM

Joan Ward reported that due to reducing budgets will result in the withdrawal of some bus services to Cheddington and surrounding villages.  The services affected include routes: 

167 – Ivinghoe – Leighton Buzzard (Tuesdays only)

172 – Cheddington – Dunstable (Wednesdays only)

175 – Ivinghoe – Hemel Hempstead (Thursdays only).

Bucks County Council is looking at ways to incorporate the 154,156,167,172 and 175 services into the county rider 162 timetables.  Bus users should make their views known on preferred destinations and day of travel for any revised routes.  Changes will take effect on 2nd November 2009, so proposals/comments need to be submitted by 25th September 2009 to Andy Clarke, Group Manager, Transport Services, BCC, County Hall, Walton Street, Aylesbury HP20 1UY or email passtrans@buckscc.gov.uk. Council asked the Clerk to request the support of DCllr Cashman and to write a letter in protest at the cuts in rural services.  The Clerk was asked to put an article in the September newsletter to encourage bus users to submit their comments on the proposals.
145/09 Attendance and Apologies
Attendance:

Cllr AM Hibbert



Cllr Hall
Cllr C Poll



Cllr C Fee





Cllr P Banister



Cllr S Ritchie (Chairman)





Cllr R Grant



T Murrell (Clerk)

2 members of the public

Apologies from Cllr Ayling, who was on holiday.
146/09 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS

DCllr Cashman had given his apologies to the Clerk and asked her to report the following.  As promised, Corrie had made enquiries about the construction of dropped kerbs for the elderly resident accommodation in Church Lane and has been informed by the Vale of Aylesbury Housing Trust that the dropping of kerbs is not something they would ordinarily do unless it is part of installing a driveway.

CCllr Avril Davies sent the Clerk an email regarding the parking problems in Station Road, which reads:

 A meeting took place on site recently with Keith Shaw and John Charlton from BCC and DCllr Cashman inform us that speed is a key factor along that road. There are proposals to introduce a 30mph speed limit along the whole of the road, which is supported at County level. The review proposals have to be put to public consultation prior to implementation in the Autumn. Next week John Charlton is going to put an order in to extend the white lines opposite the entrance to the Old Rectory, and in front of the former Rosebery Arms, where the kerb is dropped and one or two other spots to clear the bend before the station and create longer refuges for traffic to pass.  It was noted that it is in fact possible to issue traffic penalty orders to people parking on white lines. The visibility splay at the station exit will also be cross hatched and parking prevented.  There is still an issue of visibility further away from the station, but the proposals at ehe moment are to improve safety through visibility, while using some parking to slow traffic down.  CCllr Davies is also proposing a speed limit in Long Marston Lane of at least 50mph and possibly lower past the residential parts.  If the speed limit and white line scheme is not effective, it can still be reviewed.  Double yellow lines to enforce no waiting for an enforceable two hour segment of the working day have cost implications of about £3000, plus enforcement patrols. 
147/09 POLICE REPORT

There was no police attendance and the Clerk did not receive anything to report. 
148/09 DISCLOSURES ON INTERESTS IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

None
149/09 MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON 1st JULY 2009

Cllr Grant pointed out that he was present at the last meeting, but did arrive late.  Cllr Banister asked for a minor amendment to Minute 137/09. It was then RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting and to authorise the Chairman to sign as a correct record.

150/09 CLERK’S REPORT ON MATTERS ARISING

128/09 The Clerk was unable to submit comments to the Local Area Framework Core Strategy Consultation, since she received no comments from Cllrs.

102/09 The new textile recycling bin has been delivered and is situation in the Village Hall car park.

156/09 The Clerk has been in contact with Network Rail regarding the vehicles illegally using the village hall car park and allotment land to access the railway line and she has been assured by the new MPC for the area, Mr Jo Murphy, who agreed that the situation was unsatisfactory and will be resolved and the damage to the fence repaired as soon as possible.

122/09 The Clerk informed the Council that the repairs to the loose bus shelter panels would be carried out by Queensbury Shelters when they are next in the area, thereby keeping the cost to a minimum.
72/09 The Clerk confirmed that the new Byelaws have finally been approved.
Cllr Banister reported that the hedge at the junction of Church Hill and Mentmore road, which was obstructing visibility, has been cut beautifully.  It was also reported that the track behind the houses in Partridge Close has been strimmed.  Cllr Fee asked the Clerk about the progress in obtaining the 30mph refuse bin stickers, but the Clerk has not yet been able to locate the supplier.
151/09 CORRESPONDENCE, CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS AND NOTIFICATION OF MEETINGS:

· Letter of thanks from  St Giles Cheddington District Church Council for donation to upkeep of churchyard. Noted.
· Email notification from Bowls Club of burglary 26th July, vandalism to bowls green at beginning July and problems encountered when using Pavilion. The Clerk was asked to forward the email to the Pavilion Working Group for them to investigate. Council agreed that it has no objections to the Bowls Club proposals to increase security fencing around the green and install CCTV.
· Letter from resident to previous Chairman, Cllr Ayling regarding speed limit review Area 13. The Clerk was asked to send a copy of CCllr Avril Davies’ email asking the resident to contact her direct and to explain that the Council is not considering purchasing flashing boards at this point in time.
· Email from resident requesting pruning of trees in open space between Brownlow Lane and Gooseacre. Cllr Grant agreed to investigate and report findings to the Clerk.
· Notification of increase in fuel scale rates for Clerk and handyman. Noted.
152/09 Best Kept Village and Calor Village of the Year Competitions 2009

Unfortunately, Cheddington did not win the Best Kept Village competition this year, which was won by Stewkley, runner up was Edelsborough.  However, we were again successful in the Calor Village of the Year competition, coming runner up to Stewkley in the small community category.  Presentation will take place in September and Cllrs Grant and Poll will represent Cheddington. Judges were impressed with Cheddington’s entry and said it was very evident that there is a thriving community spirit in the village.  The impression they had was of a friendly, welcoming village with lots of activities available for all ages.  
153/09  FINANCIAL MATTERS

a) Cllr Ritchie agreed to inspect the work carried out by IBonham to the Petanque fence before the cheque in settlement is sent. Payments in accordance with financial report (Appendix 1) were agreed and the report and cheques signed accordingly.
b) Quotation for Hawthorn saplings and Plane tree had not been received as promised. Defer to September meeting.
c) A revised quotation for Community Speed Watch signs had not been forthcoming, but Cllrs were asked to decide on the layout of the sign, to enable the Clerk to get firm prices for the September meeting.
d) The date agreed for the next Finance Working Group meeting to discuss 2010/11 budget/precept is 29th September, 8pm at the Clerks home.
e) The quotation for converting bark play area into low maintenance synthetic grass surface did not arrive in time for consideration at this meeting and will be deferred until the September meeting.
154/09 REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS

The Clerk gave a brief report on the last Local Area Forum meeting, which she and Cllrs Banister, Fee, Poll and Ritchie attended on  2nd July 2009 in Cheddington.  A copy of the Community Plan will be circulated for Cllrs information in the next mail envelope. London Midland gave a presentation on improvements to stations. Hemel Hempstead, Berkhamsted and Leighton Buzzard will all be accessible to disabled users by 2015.  Most of the £11million will be spent on improving stations and customer information. They did announce off peak reductions in the car parking charges at Cheddington Station.
Bucks County Council’s Highway Technician will arrive half an hour before each future LAF meeting to deal with specific Highways issues/problems.  Bucks County Council will be running Adult Social Care Surgeries around the area. Dates and venues will be published on the notice board, website and in the newsletter.

Childrens Centres are being built at Overstone School in Wing and Brookmead in Ivinghoe/Pitstone.

155/09 ALLOTMENTS
Having spoken with Malcolm Lee the retiring Allotment Warden and having had a look around the allotments with Cllr Grant, Cllr Banister advised the Council that some plots had not been cultivated.  The Clerk was asked to write letters to the holders of plots 20b, 20c and 24c giving them one months notice that unless the plots are cultivated immediately, tenancy will be terminated at the end of September and the plots reallocated. The Clerk was asked to write to the holder of plot 4cd, who is currently only working ¼ plot to suggest that they might reduce their ½ plot to just ¼, thereby making ¼ available to someone on the waiting list.  The Clerk was also asked to write to the holders of plots 20a, 23a, 25a and 11b who have not been tending their plots and ask if they wish to continue? Cllr Banister asked the Clerk to ensure that 2010/11 allotment rents are quoted on the invoices to be sent out to allotment holders for 2009/10 in September.
156/09 COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH 
Scheme Manager, Cllr Poll reported that the palmtop had been out of action, but has now been repaired at no cost. Pitstone Parish Council had a demonstration of the equipment last week and is no advertising for volunteer operators, so that they can hire the equipment from Cheddington.  Currently there is no charge for police loading data, but as more villages purchase the equipment, this could change.
157/09 VILLAGE WALK UPDATE

The Clerk informed the Council that there is evidence that a large number of the problems identified and reported to BCC Highways on Call are being addressed, pothole repaired, weeds sprayed, although some items are outstanding and will be chased. The recreation ground railway fence and Petanque fence have been repaired, the landscaped areas in Partridge Close had been tended recently.  The Clerk will continue to action any outstanding items as quickly as possible.
158/09 PLANNING MATTERS
To note planning applications and decisions:

Received: 09/01075/APP Land to rear of 10 The Green – Erection of detached bungalow.  Revised plans received for information only.

09/01170/APP 1 Keepers Close – single storey rear extension, conversion of double garage into living accommodation and erection of detached double garage. The Council agreed with Planning Groups recommendations and are not happy about a separate garage being built in the middle of the garden and the Clerk was asked to respond accordingly.
09/01112/APP  Cranbrook House, Church Lane – Erection of 2 storey rear and first floor side extension including provision of basement. Council agreed with Planning Group recommendations and had no objections to the application.
09/01042/APP 46 Gooseacre – Erection of pitched room over existing single storey element and part 2 storey, part single storey rear extension. Council agreed with Planning Group recommendations and had no objections to the application.
09/00921/APP 13 Church Hill – Conversion of garage, erect first floor extension over and single store rear extension. Council agreed with Planning Group recommendations and had no objections to the application.
09/01219/APP 2 Hill Side – Part two storey, part first floor side extension and rear conservatory.  Council agreed with Planning Group recommendations and had no objections to the application.
Refused: None

Permitted: 09/00994/APP 2 Brownlow Lane – Single storey front extension

09/00720/APP & 09/0721/ALP  22 Mentmore Road – demolition of workshop building and link structure and erection of replacement 2 storey extension incorporating double garage, erection of part 2, part first floor, part single storey extension to eastern end, removal of chimney and insertion of dormer window. 

159/09 URGENT MATTERS

Cllr Hibbert reported that some of the wood edging to the barked play area is missing and the inclusive swing needs oiling.
160/09 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Wednesday 2ND September 2009, 7.45 pm in the Village Hall side room. There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.02pm.

Signed: Rob Grant






Date: 2nd September, 2009 
Vice Chairman
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