CHEDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 3rd DECEMBER

AT 7:45pm IN THE VILLAGE HALL SIDE ROOM

OPEN PUBLIC FORUM

No questions from the public.

The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.50pm.

201/08 Attendance and Apologies
Attendance:

Cllr S Ayling (Chairman)


Cllr R Grant

Cllr D Hall  



Cllr C Poll


Cllr C Fee



Cllr S Ritchie


Cllr AM Hibbert



T Murrell (Clerk)

2 members of the public, DCllr Corrie Cashman.

202/08 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS

DCllr Cashman apologies for arriving late, following a budget meeting at the District Council and then presented his report on the following:

1) The District Council propose to increase Council Tax by only 2%, which is less than inflation, which would result in an increase of only 5p per week for a Band D house.

2) The location of the District Council’s new debating centre has been proposed at the Gateway Centre and will be built within the next 2 years. Up to date project cost figures will be available in December, but it is estimated that the cost will be around £1.8mil.

3) Station Road – following DCllr Cashman’s meeting with London Midland and London Midland’s obvious lack of interest in the parking problems in Station Road as a result of high car parking charges at the station, he thinks that all stakeholders should be working together to resolve the problems.  He will continue to pursue the matter with London Midland. Although PCSO’s are in favour of yellow line, TVP opinion is against.  DCllr explained that residents will be consulted again at the end of the 6 month trial period of the white lines.  He stressed the importance of community and Parish Council opinion and suggested that it might be helpful if John Bercow MP were to get involved. The Clerk was asked to put an article in the next Newsletter asking for comments on the problems in Station Road.

203/08 POLICE REPORT 

No police representatives were present.

204/08 DISCLOSURES ON INTERESTS IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

None

205/08 MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON 5th NOVEMBER 2008

It was then RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting and to authorise the Chairman to sign as a correct record.

206/08 MATTERS ARISING

189/08 Reminder to Cllr Grant to provide specification for replacement of Pavilion water heater

190/08c ABB/Eon instructed to replace 2 columns Barkham Close and install new column at junction of New Street/Manor Road.  The Clerk will be advised when they can meet on site to agree location of new column.

d) Handyman will be out of action of 6 weeks.  Jobs outstanding: 

a. To cut back vegetation around bench in Station Road

b. To trim silver birch tree outside 50 Goose Acre 

c. To repair bench at recreation ground. Cllr Poll agreed to do this.

d. The Clerk was informed that he has also not bolted on rear slats on bench next to Millennium sign.

193/08 Twinning Cheddington – one positive response so far

Switching off every other light from midnight until 5.30pm – one negative response so far

197/08 Reminder to Cllr Banister for copy to update Allotments page on website.

156/08 Clerk confirmed that the repair to the new roundabout has been completed by Wicksteed Leisure.

Cllr Banister informed the Clerk that Network Rail contractors are still using the Village Hall car park and accessing the railway line via the allotment land.  The Clerk was asked to chase Network Rail regarding action taken to inform them that they have no access rights.

207/08 CORRESPONDENCE, CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS AND NOTIFICATION OF MEETINGS:

· Notification from AVDC of removal of public payphone at the Station car park – 90 day consultation period from 31st October 2008. Cllrs agreed that the removal of the public payphone, means there is now no way of contacting emergency services and passengers arriving at the station have no way of calling for a taxi, if the are without a mobile or in the event of their vehicle not starting or being stolen from the car park.  Therefore, the Clerk was asked to object to the removal of the payphone accordingly.

· Notification from BCC of Temporary Traffic Regulation Order 8th December. Noted

· Notification of next Local Area Forum Meeting, Thursday 4th December 6.30pm Ivinghoe Town Hall. The Clerk and Cllr Banister will attend.

208/08 RECEIVE REPORTS FROM WORKING GROUPS

· Meeting with representatives from Bucks County Council’s Highways Dept. on Thursday, 20th November was attended by Cllrs Ritchie, Grant, Fee, Banister, Poll and the Clerk. Estimates for Phases 3 (£33k) & 4 (£39k to Cooks Wharf) of the Safe/Walk Cycle Project were provided by BCC Highways. Due to drastic cuts in their revenue budget for the next 2 years, they are unable to guarantee any more funding towards the project, so it will be up to Cheddington Parish Council to raise the money needed to complete the project.  However, the good news is that Cheddington is one of 2 parishes identified as being in urgent need of a total resurface of the High Street and subject to budget the work could be carried out next year or the year after.  BCC Highways has been promised a further £4mil for patching and repairs in 2010/11, of which £120k is allocated for this area (over the 16 parishes), some of which could be used for footway repairs and maintenance.  Since it will be up to the lead Member in the Parish (i.e. in Cheddington’s case, CCllr Avril Davies) to make recommendations, the Council was advised to contact her with their footpath maintenance requirements.

209/08 FINANCIAL MATTERS

a) The Council agreed payments in accordance with financial report (Appendix 1)

b) The current rate of interest on reinvestment for a 6 month period would be 2.4% only. The Council asked the Clerk to look for a short term investment account paying higher interest, as it is likely the money will be required for Phase 3 of the Safe/Walk Cycle Project in 2009. 

c) Cllr Hall proposed that Council approve the 2009/10 Draft Budget to increase the 2009/10 Precept by 3% and also the 5 Year Plan.  Cllr Ritchie seconded the proposal, which was carried unanimously.

d) The Clerk presented 2 quotations for repair of Youth Shelter floodlight and it was agreed to approve the quotation from Kevin Smith to carry out the work at a cost of £125 and to ask him to adjust the timer so that the light is on from dusk until midnight every day.

e) The Clerk presented a quotation from Jacobs, recommended for this work by Bucks County Council Highways Dept. to carry out a noise/vibration survey along the High Street, Cheddington. Cllr Fee provided the Clerk with alternative contractors for this work, which the Clerk will follow up. The Clerk has also referred the matter back to BCC Highways for their assistance in the matter. 

f) Cheddington’s Bid to Local Area Forum for Delegated Budget grant. After discussion the Council agreed that the Clerk should submit a bid for £8.5k towards Phase 3 of the Safe/Walk Cycle Project.  It was further agreed that the Clerk should write to the Townlands Trust for a contribution, providing details of the cost of the project. The Clerk will put in an application for the balance to Access to Natural England.

210/08 REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS

Youth Council Report – Cllr Ritchie attended the last meeting of the Youth Council, also present were 3 police representatives and Maxine Saving, Extended Services Coordinator at Bucks County Council, to offer advice on funding grants and other services available to the Youth Council. Topics for discussion included funding for a skate park, Friday nights on The Green, light out at the recreation ground youth shelter and it was heartening to hear how keen the young people are to improve the relationship of the youth of the village with the whole community. Jake Houchen is a great ambassador and is very proactive. It was agreed that any assistance the Parish Council can give should be encouraged and it is important for Cllrs to take the time to attend meetings and take an active interest. The Youth Council meets on the third Tuesday of every month before Youth4Youth.  The Clerk was asked to email Jake for details of meeting dates and times to circulate to Cllrs. It was noted that some white paint had been put on the front of the Village Hall and the doors had been tied shut from the outside during the recent CADs performance.

Youth 4 Youth Meeting – Cllr Ritchie went along last night. There were at least 30 youngsters at the club letting of steam and enjoying themselves.  Thanks go to Cllr Anne-Marie Hibbert, club organiser and her parent helpers. Gemma, from the Youth Club Association, who helps organise the clubs trips was also there.  

It was noted that recently some young people attended the History Society meeting, which they seemed to enjoy.

Calor Village of The Year 2008 Awards Evening – Cllr Grant and his wife attended the Awards Evening on behalf of Cheddington. Cheddington received the People’s Award, a Certificate and cheque for £500. The competition results were very close and Cheddington lost by only 3 points to Levington in Suffolk, the overall winner for the East of England, who received a higher points score for the Environmental section. Cllr Grant pointed out that details of a Grants Scheme for environmental projects can be found on the Calor website. Cllr Grant was interviewed for a programme on the Web TV Country Channel to be featured on Saturday 6th December.

Cllr Ritchie was interviewed by Mix 96 for a programme to be aired on Thursday 4th or Friday 5th December.

211/08 OLD ALLOTMENT FENCE DAMAGE

The Council agreed to take no action at the moment, but to review the condition of the fence on the 2009 Village Walk.
212/08 NEW SPEED LIMIT REVIEW FOR A418

Cllrs have no comment to make on this review.

213/08 HANDYMAN ABSENCE

The Clerk informed the Council that the Handyman would be out of action for 6 weeks. Cllrs Hibbert, Ritchie and Banister volunteer to cover emptying and collection of rubbish and a rota was organised accordingly. 

214/08 MOWING CONTRACT REVIEW

Cllrs agreed that although not entirely happy with the standard of cutting overall, the final cut of the year was definitely the best and the Clerk was asked to write to the Contractors to ask them to maintain this standard in year 2.

215/08 SPEED CALMING 

A Working Group meeting of the Council was agreed for Tuesday, 9th December at the Chairman’s house to analyse the results of the Bucks County Council Survey

216/08 COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH

The Clerk has passed on details of a new volunteer to Cllr Poll, Scheme Manager, who he will contact to arrange training. Cllr Poll has been in contact with Mr Anderson from Wingrave/Rowsham Parish Council, which is interested in hiring the equipment. The cost to hire has been agreed @ £100 per week.  The Council were advised that the police carried out a speed check at the end of November and Cllr Poll is interested in receiving the results from PCSO Christine Baker, who did comment that parked cars made it difficult to collect the data.  Cllr Poll agreed to try to arrange a meeting with all scheme volunteers to sort out a regular rota for operation of the equipment and it was agreed that the Parish Council would pay for the hire of a hall for the meeting.

Cllr Poll reported seeing an accident recently in Station Road, where vehicles crashed into a parked vehicle.  In his view the white lines have had little or no affect and driving conditions on that road remain dangerous. The Clerk was asked to put this item on the January Agenda.

217//08 PLANNING MATTERS - To note planning applications and decisions:

Received: 08/02537/APP 6 Church Lane Cheddington – Change of use of adjacent former sub station land to inclusion within residential curtilage. The Council had no objections to this application.

Permitted: None

The Clerk was asked to contact AVDC Planning Dept. to make enquiries about the building work that is being carried out at Cranbrook House to check that they have the appropriate planning permission.

218/08 REPORT ON URGENT MATTERS 

Vehicles have been seen accessing the main gate to the allotments across the grassed area, churning up the ground, particularly in the winter months.  The Council agreed that notices asking allotment holders to refrain from doing this should be posted at the gate to the allotments.  Cllr Ritchie agreed to arrange this.

219/08 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Wednesday 7TH January 2009,  7.45 pm in the Village Hall side room. There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.30pm.

Signed (Chairman) …………………………………………………..


Date:…………………….
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