CHEDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 6th FEBRUARY 2008

AT 7:45pm IN THE VILLAGE HALL SIDE ROOM

OPEN PUBLIC FORUM

The Chairman opened the meeting at 8pm.

16/08 ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES
Attendance:

Cllr S Ayling (Chairman)


Cllr C Fee


Cllr S Ritchie



Cllr C Poll



Cllr D Hall

T Murrell (Clerk)

Apologies from Cllrs Grant, Banister, Hibbert

2 members of the public, DCllr Cashman

17/08 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS

DCllr Cashman was able to report on the following:

1) At the AVDC annual budget meeting recently a 4% increase in AVDC council tax was agreed, this equates to £4.83 per year for a Band D house, an increase of 9p.  The projected increase for the next 3 years is 4%.

2) From 1st April 2008 concessionary bus fares will be rolled out countrywide for over 60’s. Details will be published in the March Newsletter.

DCllr Cashman confirmed that he would find out when new bus timetables for Cheddington would be taking effect, so that residents get as much notice as possible of the changes.

18/08 POLICE REPORT 

The Clerk was expecting PC Sarah Astley to attend the meeting, but she did not and did not send her apologies.

19/08 DISCLOSURES ON INTERESTS IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

None

20/08 MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON 9th JANUARY 2008

It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting and to authorise the Chairman to sign as a correct record.

21/08 MATTERS ARISING

83/07 The Clerk advised the Council that all 7 of the new trees had been planted.

The Clerk informed the Council that it had been successful in its application to AVDC to hold Perfect Village Sunday from 2-5pm on 1st June 2008, at which the Great Horwood Silver Band will perform as well as a children’s entertainer. It was decided that The Green would be the most suitable venue for the event and the Clerk was asked to enquire, whether the Methodist Hall would be available to hire as a wet weather option and for toilets and refreshments.  Cllrs Hall, Ritchie and Ayling volunteered to form a working group to discuss details of the event.

Bus Services - Bucks CC has written to the Council confirming that timetable 164 has been tendered to provide an early service to Aylesbury Mondays to Saturdays, as well as for earlier services from Cheddington to Milton Keynes on Mondays, to Leighton Buzzard on Tuesdays, to Dunstable on Wednesdays and to Hemel Hempstead on Thursdays.  The Clerk was asked to find out when these changes will take place and to inform Joan Ward.

22/08 CORRESPONDENCE, CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS AND NOTIFICATION OF MEETINGS:

· Invitation from Bucks Community Action to attend premier launch of short film about Affordable Rural Housing followed by a buffet lunch at Waddesdon Manor Dairy, 10th March 11.15am until 2.30pm was noted.
· Receipt of Parish Pack regarding illegal dumping costs in Bucks circulated to Cllrs.
· Bucks CC Update on County Council Municipal Waste Procurement Project circulated to Cllrs.
· Bucks CC Minerals and Waste Core Strategy Development Plan Document – Preferred Options Consultation list of briefings circulated to Cllrs.
· Notification from Audit Commission of appointment of new auditor for Cheddington – Mazars LLP for the next 5 years. Noted
· Notification from AVDC of Workshop on Planning Issues and Ethical Standards for Parish Councillors 9am until 12.30pm Saturday, 29th March at the Winslow Centre. Noted
· Notification from AVDC that the Council application for Music in Quiet Places 2008 was not successful.
· Notification from Bucks CC of changes to planning application from 6th April 2008 was circulated to Cllrs.
· Invitation from Bucks CC to attend presentation of the results of the A418 Improvements Public Consultation on Thursday 7th February at 9.30 am in the Aston Hall, Civic Centre, Aylesbury
· Invitation from Bucks CC to the investiture ceremony of local resident Fred Taylor MBE to be presented by Her Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant for Buckinghamshire in the Judges Lodgings, Aylesbury on 15th February at 10am. Cllrs Ritchie and Grant will be attending. 
· Invitation from Rural Housing Enabler at Bucks Community Action to the Chairman of the Council to attend the premier launch of a short film made in Bucks about Affordable Rural Housing to be held on 10th March 2008 at Waddesdon Manor Dairy, 11.15am until 2.30pm.
23/08 TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM WORKING GROUPS

Village of the Year – The Clerk reminded the Council that judging would take place in April 2008 and was asked to arrange a meeting of the Working Group before the next Council meeting.

Cheddington Safe Walk Project – The Clerk informed the Council that she and Cllr Ritchie had a meeting with AVDC’s Rights of Way Officer, who agreed to support Cheddington’s bid for a footway from the old allotment field out of Cheddington in the direction of Cooks Wharf, the first phase of which would link up with public footpaths to Pitstone and Marsworth.  The next step will be to talk to Bucks County Council Highways Department about feasibility of construction, before a bid for additional funding can be made to the AVDC Community Chest Fund. The Clerk has received a report and letter of support for the project from the Parish Council’s Rights of Way representative, Mick Chandler.

24/08 PARISH ASSEMBLY 19TH MARCH 8PM AT THE METHODIST CHAPEL

The Clerk informed the Council that as yet she had been unable to secure any speakers for the forthcoming Parish Assembly meeting, but has invited representatives from the following organisations and awaiting a response:

Wendover Arms Trust, Hastoe Housing Association, The Energy Efficiency Agency and Age Concern plus a representative from Swanbourne Parish Council, to talk about the successful pilot of Community Speedwatch in their village, in the hope that this might encourage more volunteers to come forward in Cheddington.

25/08 FINANCIAL MATTERS

a. It was RESOLVED to agree the payments in accordance with financial report Appendix 1.

b. The Clerk presented latest estimated financial year-end figures to the Council, which the Council were pleased to see, were very much in line with the budget forecasts.

c. Tree surgeons, Love & Stileman have submitted a quotation of £140 to trim the silver birch tree on Parish Council land to the rear of 41 Gooseacre back to the boundary. They do not recommend lopping the height of the tree. Cllr Poll agreed to speak to resident at 41 Gooseacre and then get back to the Clerk.

d. The Clerk presented the suggested increased footway lighting maintenance costs received from ABB Ltd and it was agreed that the Clerk should sign acknowledgement, but obtain alternative costings from other companies.  

26/08 REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS

a. A418 Public Meeting 15th January, Wing. No Parish Council attendance at the meeting.

b. Cheddington Police Surgery 10th January, Village Hall.  Only Cllr Banister, one resident and 2 PCSO’s in attendance. No further surgery has been arranged, but it is thought that should the Parish Council think it would be useful to hold a meeting, it should contact the local police to arrange one.

27/08 SPEED CALMING

The Clerk is awaiting a response from David Cairney at Bucks County Council Highways to the Parish Council’s request for another meeting to take speed-calming proposals forward.  It was noted that some road signage in the village has recently been refreshed, but there is still more to be done and the Clerk was unable to inform the Council when speed checks in the High Street were scheduled.  The Clerk has so far had only 3 people volunteer to train on the Community Speedwatch scheme and in response to the advert in the Newsletter.  Cllrs agreed that all Parish Councillors should be trained to use the equipment and the Clerk was asked to simplify the advertisement and repeat it in the next newsletter. 

28/08 PARTRIDGE CLOSE AFFORDABLE HOUSING SCHEME

In response to Councillor’s concerns about the complexity of the application process for the new homes, DCllr Cashman agreed to look into the situation and clarify the current state of play, with regard to the number of applicants and did confirm that applicants must have a Cheddington connection in order to apply. The Clerk was asked to repeat the page advert in the next newsletter.

29/08 NEW PLAY EQUIPMENT AT THE GREEN

The Clerk confirmed that the new play equipment was due for completion by the end of February. The Chairman countersigned contracts received from WREN, who are providing a large proportion of the funding for the project.

WREN has supplied a small plaque, which the Clerk will ask the handyman to fix in a strategic position.  The Clerk offered to organise some publicity and pass information onto Leighton Buzzard reporter, Josie Cockrem for an article in the newspaper.

30/08 PLANNING MATTERS

Received: Thwaite, 17 Station Road – single storey rear extension.  It was recommended not to oppose this application.

Permitted: 59 Gooseacre – demolition of existing garage and erection of two-storey side extension.

51 Lammas Road – two-storey side extension and front porch 

Refused:  Great Seabrook House, Seabrook Farm Lane, Cheddington LU7 9AB – conversion of barn to dwelling.

Withdrawn: None 

31/08 FORWARD PLAN ITEMS

a. Section 106 Payment

b. Village Fete 2008 – Parish Council Participation

It was agreed that the Parish Council should have a stall at the Fete this year and Cllrs Ayling, Ritchie and Poll agreed to set up a working group to make recommendations and suggestions to the Council at the next meeting.

32/08 REPORT ON URGENT MATTERS

Applications 07/20008/WD and 07/2009/AWD – Increase in HGV Movements to/from Cheddington Airfield

CALM’s recent email to the Chairman states that Camiers has appealed the decision of Bucks CC for an increase in HGV movements and CALM is requesting that the Parish Council takes a more pro-active role, with CALM members support.

It was agreed the Clerk should write to both BCC and Thames Valley Police to find out what is currently being done to enforce existing conditions and to copy the letters to John Bercow MP and CCllr Avril Davies. Skip lorries have been seen doubling up and under the circumstances the police would have grounds to stop such vehicles, which are likely to be unsafe.  Cllr Poll agreed to talk to CALM and let the Clerk know what other issues need to be raised by the Parish Council in this regard.

33/08 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Wednesday 5th March 2008 at 7.45 pm in the Village Hall side room.  There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.25pm. 

Signed (Chairman) …………………………………………………..


Date:…………………….
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