CHEDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 4th FEBRUARY 2009

AT 7:45pm IN THE VILLAGE HALL SIDE ROOM

OPEN PUBLIC FORUM

1) Joan Ward reported excess surface water around the area of the bus shelter at The Green and the Clerk agreed to ask Anglian Water to investigate.

2) A resident of the High Street expressed his frustration at the slow progress of any form of traffic calming in the High Street.  The Chairman explained that it is unfortunately a very slow process but the Parish Council is exploring all the options before any decision is made.

3) Josie Cockrem asked the Clerk to inform her of the 2009/10 Precept.

The Chairman opened the meeting at 8pm.

18/09 Attendance and Apologies
Attendance:

Cllr S Ayling (Chairman)


Cllr R Grant

Cllr C Poll



Cllr AM Hibbert


Cllr C Fee



Cllr S Ritchie

Cllr D Hall


T Murrell (Clerk)

Apologies from Cllr Banister

3 members of the public, DCllr Corrie Cashman.

19/09 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS

CCllr Davies’ Quarterly Newsletter has been circulated to Councillors.

DCllr Cashman presented the following report:

1) The District Council Precept will result in a 5p/week (2% = £2.50/yr) increase for a Band D house. Cuts to the arts and sports grants have been reinstated and they have been given a further year to look for other sources of funding.  The only casualty is AVDC Pest Service Department, which is closing down.

2) There is a worry that the bad weather might affect refuse collection over the next couple of weeks, although no news is available as yet and he will keep the Clerk informed.

3) He agreed to make enquiries about DDA improvements at Cheddington Station.  The ticket machine will be replaced in the middle of March.  He agreed to suggest to the Local Area Forum that London Midland be invited to attend for a Question and Answer session, so that parishes can voice their concerns.  CCllr Avril Davies will be writing to the Transport Officer at Bucks County Council, Richard Ward, to ask him to attend.

4) Southern Region Service is providing a service from Milton Keynes via Shepherds Bush to Croydon, which currently does not stop at Cheddington. It is hourly and does stop at Watford Junction for passengers to change to central London.  DCllr Cashman said it would be a good idea to raise this issue at the Local Area Forum.  The Parish Council asked the Clerk to write to Southern Region to request a stop in Cheddington.

20/09 POLICE REPORT

PCSO Christine Baker attended the meeting and reported 1 burglary in Church Lane in January, a few suspicious people knocking on doors, some fly tipping at Cooks Wharf, dog on dog attacks, where she has been asked to mediate and one case of hare coursing.

She was able to clarify that whilst patrolling the village, if vehicles have been found parking on pavements and causing an obstruction to the public, she has knocked on doors and explained the law.

With regard to police opinion on traffic calming in the High Street, she explained that the decision of the police is often ignored, so the Clerks questions have been passed to traffic management. 

21/09 DISCLOSURES ON INTERESTS IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

None

22/09 MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON 7th JANUARY 2009

It was then RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting and to authorise the Chairman to sign as a correct record.

23/09 MATTERS ARISING

156/08 The Clerk has not received a response from Network Rail regarding the vehicles using the village hall car park and will continue to pursue.

209/08 Safe Walk Project – Despite Trustees enthusiasm for the project, the Town Lands Trust has declined to contribute to the project, since their income for 2009 will be considerably less due to low interest rates.

On the recommendation from Bucks County Council Highways Department, the Clerk has made contact with Jacobs for a survey and quotation for Phase 4 in order to enable her to put together a grant application for the remainder of the project.  A list of bids for the Delegated Budget has been received and will be circulated to Councillors in the mail.  There were a total of 4 bids from Wing Ivinghoe and Great Brickhill, 3 for footpaths from Aston Abbotts, Cheddington and Ivinghoe and one for bus shelters from Edelsborough.  The total fund for all projects amounts to £20,000.  Cheddington has applied for £8500.

189/08 The Clerk confirmed that the floodlight illuminating the youth shelter has been fixed.  A resident had called the Clerk to report a leak in the Pavilion, but the contractor could find no evidence of any problem.

Cllr Grant provided the Clerk with a specification for a new water heater for the Pavilion.

EDF has promised the Clerk that the underground repair to lights in Manor Road will be carried out week commencing 2nd February.

Cllr Banister has repaired the millennium bench at The Green.

12/09 The Clerk has reported the water leak in Station Road to Anglian Water, who has said they will investigate the problem.

16/09 The Clerk has reported the rippling road surface along Station Road opposite the Scout Hut to Highways On Call.

The Parish Council’s application to AVDC for a Perfect Village Sunday has been unsuccessful, but Council agreed it would organise an event and the Clerk was asked to put the item on the March agenda.
24/09 REPORT FROM YOUTH COUNCIL

Apologies for absence received from Chairman, Jake Houchen, who will be in touch next month.

25/09 CORRESPONDENCE, CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS AND NOTIFICATION OF MEETINGS:

· Notification from BALC of Art Works for Business 2009 Launch Event at Aylesbury College on Thursday, 12th February 10-12pm RSVP to BALC 

· Notification of BALC Finance Training course for Clerks and Councillors 16th March, cost £49

· Press Release from BCC – County says NO to third runway at Heathrow circulated to Cllrs.

· BALC Matters Arising Newsletter January 2009 featuring an article on Cheddington’s Award 2008 Village of the Year

26/09  FINANCIAL MATTERS

a) It was RESOLVED to agree payments in accordance with financial report (Appendix 1)

b) It was RESOLVED to purchase a new bench for the old allotment field at a cost of £265 and the clerk was given a budget of a further £100 to arrange installation.

c) The Annual Report and Accounts to 31st march 2008 was received from Town Lands Charity and will be circulated in the mail for Councillors attention.

d) The Clerk queried, whether Bucks Playing Fields Association £20 annual subscription was being paid by Youth4Youth.  Cllr Hibbert confirmed it was not and the Council RESOLVED to pay the £20 subscription.

e) Section 137 limit for 2009/10 of £6.15 per elector was noted.

27/09  REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS

Report from Clerk on Youth Council Meeting 14th January 2009 - The Clerk and Cllr Banister attended a meeting of the Youth Council on 14th January to discuss plans for a skate park at the recreation ground.  The meeting was well attended by youngsters and support workers and one supplier of skate parks, Monster Play Systems based in Watford.

· It was agreed a good location for a skate park would be at the recreation ground above the basketball net.

· Big companies had been contacted for funding support as well as Three Counties Radio to drum up sponsorship.

· Applications to the Youth Capital Fund should be made as quickly as possible to access funds still available in this year’s budget.

· The Council is keen to open a bank account, but the Clerk suggested it might be a better for the Parish Council to hold the funds on the Youth Council’s behalf.  The Parish Council asked the Clerk to investigate the feasibility of this and report to the next meeting.  It was suggested that Councillors meet with Youth Council to discuss.  The next meeting of the Youth Council is at the Village Hall on 20th January.

Report on Thames Valley Police Surgery on 12th January 2009 - PCSO Christine Baker explained that this is a drop in for residents to discuss privately any concerns they might have and it is not a forum for public discussion.  The surgery was not well attended.  The next one will be held before the Neighbourhood Watch meeting at the Methodist Hall on 22nd June 2009 7pm.  The Clerk was asked to put together a half page advertisement for the June Newsletter.
28/09 REPORTS FROM WORKING GROUPS

· Report from Clerk on speed calming meeting 13th January 2009 – Having reviewed the Traffic Calming Portfolio supplied by David Cairney of Bucks County Council, the Clerk was asked to make enquiries about the following:
1) Offset mini roundabouts at the bottom of Leeches Way/High Street and The Green/High Street/Church Lane

2) Zebra crossing with beacons outside school
3) Temporary SID, preferably solar powered, to hire.  This device could be moved around to different locations.
4) It was agreed to use 3 of the Cheddington School SLOW DOWN posters for display along the High Street. Cllr Ayling said he would organise this and get 20 copies laminated and pass to the Clerk to organise display boards with the Handyman.
Since, according to Mr Cairney, the police do not have the resources to enforce a weight limit through the village, it was agreed that it would be pointless paying for a noise and vibration survey to support any application for a weight limit.  It was agreed that the purchase of a village sign at either end of the village was a good idea and the Clerk was asked to an item on a future agenda to discuss the design and wording.

· Community Speed Watch Meeting has been organised on Monday 9th February, 8pm Methodist Hall to agree regular rota, welcome and train new volunteers. Councillors agreed that regular operation of the Community Speedwatch equipment would act as a deterrent to speeding drivers through the village.
29/09 Twinning Cheddington 

The Clerk received only 3 responses to the public consultation, all of which were positive.  Council agreed that Cheddington should be twinned with a town or village in France and the Clerk was asked to contact the Clerk in Wingrave for information about the Wingrave Twining Association and to put the item on a future agenda.

30/09 Byelaws

The new Byelaws were agreed, adopted, signed and sealed by 2 Councillors.  The Clerk will now advertise the Byelaws in two local newspapers, before being finally approved and signed by Communities and Local Government.

31/09 Freedom of Information Act Model Publication Scheme

It was RESOLVED TO adopt the draft Model Publication Scheme presented by the Clerk, which will be put on the Council’s noticeboard and website.

32/09 Cheddington Rail Service

Southern Region Trains is providing an hourly service to and from Milton Keynes, via Shepherds Bush to Croydon, stopping at Watford Junction for passengers to change for central London services.  The train does not currently stop at Cheddington. The Council asked the Clerk to write to Southern Trains to request a stop in Cheddington.

33/09 Nominations for Buckingham Palace Garden Party

Council agreed to nominate Cllr Banister, who has served the Council for many years.  The Clerk was asked to draft the Council’s nomination and email to Cllrs for approval.

34/09 School Clock 

Cheddington School’s Caretaker has reported problems with the clock chime, which is seized up and is making enquiries with a parent, who has a cherry picker used for street lighting maintenance, who might be willing to help and he will keep the Clerk informed.

35/09 Communities and Local Government Consultation

The Council had no comment to make on the Consultation. 

36/09 Local Area Forum Local Area Community Plan.

Response to the Plan has been requested by 20th February. The Council will decide at the March meeting, who will be Cheddington’s delegated representatives at the next meeting of LAF on 12th March. Cllrs Ayling and Ritchie agreed to get together to complete the plan and forward to the Clerk over the course of the next week.

37/09 Review Forward Plan 2008/9

Councillors agreed that the Council had successfully completed everything it set out to achieve during the year and any ongoing projects unfinished at the end of March 2009, would be carried forward to the 2009/10 Forward Plan.

38/09 PLANNING MATTERS 
To note planning applications and decisions:

Received: 08/02961/APP & 08/02951/ALB 22 Mentmore Road – demolition of workshop building and link structure and erection of replacement 2 storey extension incorporating double garage, erection of part 2, part first floor, part single storey extension to eastern end, removal of chimney and insertion of dormer window.  The Council agreed with the working group recommendation not to oppose the applications and the Clerk was asked to respond accordingly.

03/20002/ACC Pitstone Quarry, 2 Upper Icknield Way, Pitstone – proposed extraction of chalk with restoration to agriculture and amenity uses by the importation of inert waste (including voluntary revocation of IDO Nos. 92/461/AMI and 4/0975-93 on 12 Hectares of land. Council have no comment to make on the plans.

Permitted: 08/02773/APP Land adjacent to 77 High Street – erection of detached dwelling.

Refused: None
Withdrawn: None 
39/09 REPORT ON URGENT MATTERS

None

40/09 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Wednesday 4th March 2009, 7.45 pm in the Village Hall side room. There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.25pm.

Signed (Chairman) …………………………………………………..


Date:…………………….
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