CHEDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 2nd JULY 2008

AT 7:45pm IN THE VILLAGE HALL SIDE ROOM

OPEN PUBLIC FORUM

1) Mrs Brimm, resident in Station Road was seeking an explanation for the County Councils decision not to proceed with parking enforcement lines along Station Road. White lines outside property driveways will not solve the problem of parking and obstruction causing hazardous driving conditions along that stretch of road, or enable residents to see clearly when pulling on to the road. The Chairman assured Mrs Brimm that DCllr Cashman remains extremely active, but stressed that the more pressure put to bear by residents the better and suggested residents write to the Transport Parking Services Manager at BCC and the Clerk provided relevant contact details.

2) Joan Ward asked the Clerk if the Parish Council had ever been informed of the changes to bus timetables, which took affect at the end of June, but she had not. She also commented on the violent way the children are using the new YOYO swing.  Her comments were noted, but the Chairman did say he had received only good feedback from the children about the new equipment, especially the older ones.

3) A resident living on the High Street complained about the level of HGV traffic travelling past his house at high speeds through the High Street, causing his house to shake and asked why there was not ‘Unsuitable for HGV Traffic’ sign. Cllrs explained that signs would likely be ignored, acknowledging that it is a huge problem and although the area is regarded as rural for police resourcing, levels of HGV traffic through the High Street if compared to levels on major roads and motorways would indicate to the contrary.  Cllr Poll was not sure if CALM (Campaign Against Lorry Menace) is still actively campaigning and agreed this item should be taken up with Bucks CC at the next GC2C meeting. Residents were encouraged to complain directly to Bucks CC. 

The Chairman opened the meeting at 8pm.

107/08 Attendance and Apologies
Attendance:

Cllr S Ayling (Chairman)


Cllr C Fee


Cllr S Ritchie



Cllr R Grant

Cllr P Banister  



Cllr C Poll


T Murrell (Clerk)

Apologies from Cllrs Hall and Hibbert, DCllr Cashman

5 members of the public

108/08 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS

 DCllr Cashman sent his apologies for absence to the Clerk.

109/08 POLICE REPORT 

No police attendance. The Clerk was asked to request attendance at the August meeting, in particular to answer Council’s questions about the decision not to proceed with parking enforcement lines in Station Road and according to the statement from the County Council, ‘police comments were such that it was felt inappropriate to introduce any formal restrictions in this rural environment’. The Council has received no details of reported crimes in Cheddington for some months and needs to be kept up to date more regularly.

110/08 DISCLOSURES ON INTERESTS IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

None

111/08 MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON 4th JUNE 2008

It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting and to authorise the Chairman to sign as a correct record.

112/08 MATTERS ARISING

The Clerk informed the Council that the new Warden for Barkham Close had made contact, a Chris Voller.

Ms Voller assured the Clerk that the light on the garages had been fixed and was no longer burning during the day.

78/08 Drain cover, Village Hall Car Park – Ian Bonham has agreed to switch the damaged drain cover for one along the Village Hall path in a less prominent position, whilst the Clerk continues to source a replacement.

40/08 Bolts to Green gates –  Cllr Poll could find no more suitable alternative to the existing fixtures and the Clerk was asked to reply accordingly to the resident, who raised the issue.

60/08 Village of the Year 2008 -  The Clerk has received no news about the Parish Council entry.
81/08 Mowing Contract – Mowing Contractors Limestone Landscapes have offered to meet with the Parish Council to discuss and resolve problems and the Clerk was asked to arrange a meeting.

97/08 Summer Play Events – The Clerk has advertised the events in the July Newsletter.  Davida Minall has kindly agreed to open up the Methodist Hall and lock up again after each event. 

79/08 Gated access to Parish Council open space – A letter requesting the removal of the gate was sent to 31 Gooseacre, which was incorrect, so a letter of apology followed and another letter sent to No. 33.

102/08 Safe Walk/Cycle Project – The Clerk is awaiting a response from Ian Barum, AVDC Leisure Services regarding BCC Highways’ request for payment in full prior to commencement of Phase 1 and 2 of the project. Council agreed with the Clerk that the Section 106 money must first come to the Parish Council rather than be paid directly to BCC, and a Proforma Invoice must be provided by BCC for the work before payment is made.

113/08 CORRESPONDENCE, CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS AND NOTIFICATION OF MEETINGS:

· Notification from BCC of Consultation on Bucks Commissioning Strategy for Physical and Sensory Disability. Comments required by 4th July 2008. Noted
· Thank you from Methodist Church for donation of £500.
· Reminder from Wicksteed Leisure that Annual Inspection of play equipment due. Council agreed to an unaccompanied inspection and risk assessment at a cost of £71. 
· Notification of Aylesbury Vale Transport Users Group meeting on Tuesday, 8th July 2pm, County Hall. Agenda passed to Joan Ward, who will be attending.
· Notification from Royal British Legion that Mr Dando is stepping down as voluntary organiser for Cheddington and request for help from the Parish Council to find a replacement. The Clerk has been informed that Keith Malcolm is to take over from Mr Dando.  The Council asked the Clerk to write a letter of thanks to Mr Dando for all his efforts over the past 8 years.
· Notification from BCC of Trading Standards – Buy with Confidence Scheme and request for copy of Newsletter containing local tradesmen, who they might contact with details of the scheme. The Clerk will circulate to Cllrs in the mail.
· Perfect Village Sunday questionnaire received and returned by Clerk on success of event. The Clerk was asked to put this item on a future agenda in the Autumn to discuss holding a similar event next year.

· Copy of letter of resignation from Kirstine Oastler and Kim Kempster of Youth4Youth to The Youth Council. Cllr Hibbert, although absent from the meeting, has informed the Clerk that she is holding things together at the present time with the help of the Youth Club Association.  Sarah Nicholls, Chair of the Youth Council has informed the Clerk that she is stepping down and has been replaced by Oliver Sibley, who the Clerk will make contact with.

· Email from resident regarding the cobbled area outside 52 Gooseacre and the condition of some of the trees.  Cllr Ayling agreed to inspect and report back at next meeting.

· Letter from resident to report the damage to the railway fence at the top of the recreation ground.  The Clerk was asked to inform her that urgent action was being taken by the Parish Council to repair it.

· Notification of Bucks County Show, Thursday 28th August, 2008 Weedon Park. Noted

· Email from Cheddington Preschool requesting permission to use a BBQ at the Teas on the Green event in July.  The Council were happy to grant permission.

· Cllr Banister passed a copy of Beacon Villages letter commenting on the NATS Consultation for Council’s information.

114/08 RECEIVE REPORTS FROM WORKING GROUPS

1. Fete Participation. The working group are making final preparations for the Parish Council table at the village fete on 12th July and will continue to coordinate Council participation and activities, manning the stand on a rota basis to be agreed. The Council agreed a budget of £50 for the Clerk to purchase sweets, champagne, to cover a donation of £20 to the Fete Committee and stationery items required for the event. The Clerk was asked to produce name badges for Councillors.

2. Affordable Housing Event.  The event was a great success, well attended by happy new residents, who helped out, Hastoe Housing Association, District and County Council representatives, Bucks Community Action and the WI provided very good refreshments paid by Hastoe.  Everyone agreed it was a very successful project a, the houses are well built and have a lovely view. Cllr Poll read notes from a speech made by District Council Chair Netter Glover applauding Cheddington Parish Council for its hard work and commitment to the project. Hastoe would like to use the scheme as a flagship. The question was raised about the layby providing 3 extra parking spaces for residents of Barkham Close, which has been taken over by a lorry and the Clerk was asked to find out if it is within the Parish Council’s jurisdiction to take action.

115/08 FINANCIAL MATTERS

a) It was resolved to agree payments in accordance with financial report (Appendix 1). 
b) Having agreed the Receipts and Payments schedule for 2007/8 at the last meeting, the Chairman signed the Annual Return and all relating documents for submission to the Auditors.
c) Phase 4 Lighting Improvements.  Cllr Fee is arranging an on site meeting with ABB Ltd to discuss moving the column at the bottom of Leeches way a little further up the road and the addition of an extra column on the bend.  She has been unable to make contact with the resident in Leeches Way to discuss moving the existing column. 
116/08 REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS

Local Area Forum meeting at Edelsborough Memorial Hall 12th June was attended by Cllr Poll. The meeting was well attended with representatives from local parishes in the Wing/Ivinghoe area. The main areas of discussion were: rubbish problems on the A4146 as a result of unsheeted vehicles travelling to and from the landfill site at Newton Longville. A weight limit of 7.5t on Water End Bridge in Potten End, near Hemel Hempstead, which is being used by excessive HGV traffic avoiding the M1, some coming from as far away as the East End of London. General issues of poor lighting and signage on the 4146 were discussed and Cllr Poll had the opportunity to draw technician’s attention to outstanding works in Cheddington, including the leaking drain outside 27 Mentmore Road and was informed that Anglian Water had been notified, but they would follow up. The Clerk was asked to include this item in her letter to BCC Chief Executive, requesting a meeting to discuss all outstanding works with copies going to CCllr Davies and DCllr Cashman.

Cllr Poll also reported to the meeting the general deterioration in the road surfaces through Cheddington due to the high levels of HGV traffic, in particular in Station Road.  The next community gang carrying out general patching works is due to be visiting our area at the end of July. It was also confirmed at the meeting that the County Council will be proceeding with enforcement action regarding the removal of the trommel at the Airfield site, as they need to safeguard County’s position and avoid setting a precedent in the future.

117/08  SPEED CALMING PROPOSALS

The Council having considered the data collected during the two latest speed data checks at either end of the village, discussed the various speed calming measures proposed by Bucks County Council. It was agreed that although it appears Cheddington does now meet the criteria for vehicle activated signs at either end of the village, these are extremely costly and considered less effective in slowing down the traffic, as they are often ignored.  It was therefore proposed and agreed by majority vote to proceed initially with the option of a double chicane at the southern end of the High Street and to ensure that the new Community Speedwatch Scheme gets up and running as quickly as possible to assess the impact it has.

118/08 Village Walk Actions

The Clerk went through the list of works identified by the Council during the village walk and informed the Council of the action to be taken on each item. The Council was happy for the Clerk to proceed as reported and provide quotations for work as appropriate to be discussed at forthcoming meetings.  All highways work has been reported to BCC Highways on Call.

119/08 Railway Lineside Fence

The Clerk had received confirmation via a resident that Network Rail had agreed to repair the fence as a matter of urgency. 

120/08 Parking Enforcement Station Road

The Parish Council has written to the Transport Parking Services Manager at BCC requesting an explanation for the recent decision not to enforce parking restrictions along Station Road.  The Clerk has not yet received acknowledgement of the letter and was asked to write to the Chief Executive complaining about the lack of response. Cllr Fee informed the meeting that the CRA had also written.

121/08 Leaking Drain Mentmore Road

The Clerk has followed up the job reference given initially by BCC Highways on Call, who have confirmed that the job was passed to Anglian Water. HOC will chase Anglian Water and report back to the Clerk on this and other outstanding works. 

122/08 Community Speedwatch

Cllr Poll has spoken with PCSO Christine Baker regarding his long awaiting enhanced CRB check. He was informed that in the meantime Sgt. Andy Jones has offered to input data and do the administration, so there is no reason why we cannot get started.  However, Cllr Poll has still not received the hand held input device and the Clerk was asked to follow this up with the suppliers and put them in touch with Cllr Poll to coordinate training on the equipment as quickly as possible.

123/08 PLANNING MATTERS

To note planning applications and decisions:

Received: 08/01487/APP 17 New Street – single storey front and side extension. The working group recommended no objection to this application, which was agreed.

08/01523/APP 31 Brownlow Lane – Conversion of dwelling to form 2 dwellings. The working group recommended no objection to this application, however following a review of the plans at the meeting and further discussion the Council decided to oppose on the grounds that there is insufficient parking in that corner of the Close.  Cars are already obstructing the drive of No. 32, preventing the owner from parking outside his house.                                                    

Permitted: 08/01119/APP Green Leaves 10 High Street – Conservatory and alterations to existing chimney.

Refused: None


Withdrawn: None
The Clerk confirmed that she had received an acknowledgement from AVDC Planning Dept regarding alleged breach of planning at 1 Church Hill and 46a High Street. Both will be investigated and the Council will be advised within the next 6 weeks of the outcome. Since all plans may now be accessed online, Cllrs asked the Clerk to email the planning application number of the Barn at 46a High Street.

124/08 REPORT ON URGENT MATTERS

Cllr Grant informed the Council that CVHMC will be carrying out some work at the Village Hall from 14th July and during that time a skip will be parked in the car park, but it will be gone by the following weekend.

125/08 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Wednesday 6th August 2008  at 7.45 pm in the Village Hall side room. Cllr Ayling gave his apologies for the next meeting and there being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.50pm. 

Signed (Chairman) …………………………………………………..


Date:…………………….
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