CHEDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING HELD ON 1st JULY 2009

AT 7:45pm IN THE VILLAGE HALL SIDE ROOM

OPEN PUBLIC FORUM

Resident expressed disappointment that nothing has yet been done about gap in fence from allotments to railway line.  The Clerk informed the resident that she has reported the problem and asked that it be resolved as a matter of urgency.

Resident’s vehicle was vandalised in Church Lane and 2 tyres let down.  It was reported at the recent Neighbourhood Watch meeting and discussed with local PCSO at the Police Surgery held in Cheddington recently.  Why are the elderly residents of Church Lane not entitled to driveways like the residents of Barkham Close?  DCllr Cashman agreed to ask the Vale of Aylesbury Housing Trust and report back to the Clerk.

127/09 Attendance and Apologies
Attendance:

Cllr S Ayling



Cllr Hall
Cllr C Poll



Cllr C Fee





Cllr P Banister



Cllr S Ritchie (Chairman)





T Murrell (Clerk)

DCllr Corrie Cashman and 5 members of the public

Cllr Grant arrived late.
No apologies from Cllr Hibbert

128/09 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS

a) DCllr Cashman encouraged the Parish Council to submit comments on the Local Development Framework Core Strategy proposals by the deadline on 22nd July 2009. Councillors agreed to email their comments to the Clerk.
b) Overgrown vegetation at the bottom of Church Path at the junction with Station Road, which was obstructing visibility has now been cleared and DCllr Cashman has asked that this be done at least 3 times per year.

c) With regard to the problems in Station Road, a meeting has been arranged with representatives from the District Council meeting the County Council on 16th July.  DCllr Cashman will not be in attendance and he is not sure if anyone will be present from Transportation, but a Highways Officer will be there.
129/09 POLICE REPORT

There was no police attendance and the Clerk did not receive anything to report.

130/09 DISCLOSURES ON INTERESTS IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

Cllr Ayling Item 15
131/09 MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON 3rd JUNE 2009

It was then RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting and to authorise the Chairman to sign as a correct record.

132/09 REPORT FROM YOUTH COUNCIL

Chairman of the Youth Council, Jake Houchen informed the Council that members of the Youth Council had been delegated the task of fundraising for the skate park.  At the last meeting of the Council, a Community Development Manager of Vale of Aylesbury Housing Trust was present and has expressed an interest in supporting the Youth Council with grant application completion and has agreed to attend future meetings about the skate park.  Thames Valley Police in Wing have been very supportive of the project. The Youth Council currently has no funds towards the project, but is getting together with the Panto Group in October.  The Youth Council is not participating in the Fete as Jake is on a training course. The Parish Council suggested the following items for discussion at the next Youth Council meeting: 

· Young people to be asked not to use the bus shelter as a goal. Damage to panel seals has resulted in considerable repair costs to the Parish Council.

· To pick up litter on Friday and Saturday evenings on The Green

· Not to play cricket on The Green with hard cricket balls.

133/09 CLERK’S REPORT ON MATTERS ARISING

71/09 Speed Calming. A reply has been received from Bucks County Council Transportation, which states that due to budget constraints, the cost of feasibility work cannot be undertaken free of charge and would need to be included in the overall scheme cost.
121/09 Safe Walk Cycle Project. The Clerk has received confirmation from Bucks County Council’s Highways Department that Phase 3 of the Safe Walk Project will be carried out before the end of October 2009 and the resurfacing of the High Street is programmed for September/October time.
118/09 Speed Limit Review Area 13. Bucks County Council Transportation has acknowledged Council’s comments, but did not agree with the Council’s reluctance to accept a 30mph limit in Station Road due to the current parking problems.  The Clerk explained that the lining in Station road was currently under review and asked him to contact the officers in charge to discuss before any decision about the speed limit are made.
102/09 Textiles recycling. The new bin should be delivered within 2 weeks. 

156/08 Network rail vehicles. A resident has reported sightings of vehicles parked in the village hall car park accessing the railway line across the allotment land.  The registration numbers  (KY08 LPX AND YG58 PGX Amey Colas vehicles) were passed to the Clerk, who has reported the matter to Network Rail and is awaiting a response.
Post Office. Together with AVDC, the Clerk is exploring the possibility of a mobile or outreach service once again.
134/09 CORRESPONDENCE, CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS AND NOTIFICATION OF MEETINGS:

· Notification from BCC of results of Poll on 4th June – Avril Davies, Liberal Democrat was elected.Noted
· Notification of next Local Area Forum meeting in Cheddington Village hall 7pm 2nd July. Cllrs will attend
· Details of BIG LUNCH devised to encourage cohesion and engagement in communities by organising big lunch in the streets on Sunday 19th July – www.thebiglunch.com. Noted
· Letter from BALC acknowledgement of receipt of Cheddington’s entry in the 2009 Village of the Year competition. Noted
· Bucks Network Heirarchy Reference Document consultation to seek view on proposals. No comment
· Notification from AVALC of meeting on 14th July 8pm Village Hall Weston Turville. Noted
· Date of Bucks County Show Thursday 27th August, 2009 Weedon Park. Noted
· Complaint from resident about overgrown hedge on right hand side of T-Junction Church Hill/Mentmore Road. Cllr Banister will inspect and report to the Clerk
· Email from BCC regarding consultation on Policy on Planning Obligations for Education Provision, comments required by 17th July 2009. Noted.

· News from BCC on £100k being made available to help businesses buck the recession. Noted
· Email from resident volunteering to take over from Allotment Warden, Malcolm Lee. The Council agreed to accept Mr Chrich’s offer to take over the role and the Clerk was asked to respond accordingly. A letter of thanks will be sent to Malcolm Lee.
· Letter from BCC Resilience Team regarding Emergency Planning.  The Council agreed to opt out of the scheme for the time being.

135/09 REPORTS FROM WORKING GROUPS

None
136/09  FINANCIAL MATTERS

a) Payments in accordance with financial report (Appendix 1) were agreed and the report and cheques signed accordingly.
b) A quotation for repairs to bus shelter was considered by the Council and the clerk was asked to find out the cost to simply repair the seals on the loose panels and proceed with the work.
c) A quotation for ‘Community Speedwatch Area’ signs was considered and approved.  It was agreed that the signs need to be A3 size with red and white reflective triangle. The Clerk was asked to request a supply of refuse bin ‘Slow Down 30mph’ stickers for residents to display.
d) The Council agreed to the annual unattended play inspection at a cost of £77 and ask the Clerk to arrange it.

137/09 REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS

Cllr Poll, Community Speed Watch Scheme Manager, informed the Council that the risk assessment at 3 sites along the High Street had not yet been done. A number of speed watch sessions had been carried out during the month and during one morning session on 11th June, 22 vehicles were recorded travelling at speeds higher than 35mph.  As a result 18 letters were sent by Thames Valley police, 5 out of the area, 2 in Leighton Buzzard, 2 Cheddington residents and 9 from surrounding villages.   The top speed was over 50 mph. Volunteers were praised by TVP. On the same day in the afternoon 19 vehicles were recorded but only 8 letters sent as some details were missing and the computer was unable to identify the vehicles in question.  However, 3 of the offenders were from Cheddington.  The Clerk was asked to continue to advertise for volunteers to collect data.  Pitstone Parish Council has enquired about hiring the equipment and have been given all the details.
138/09 VILLAGE WALK
The Clerk provided the Council with an update of actions identified during the recent village walk.
The Tree Warden was present at the meeting and was able to confirm that 16 Hawthorn saplings should be sufficient to plant in the gap in the hedge behind the Pavilion.  The Clerk agreed to obtain a quotation.  Council also agreed to the Tree Warden’s recommendation to plant a Plane tree in the southeast corner of the Village hall car park.

Having reviewed Bucks County Council’s proposals for the location of a double chicane around the area of the recreation ground, Council agreed to progress to the next stage and asked the Clerk to arrange a meeting with David Cairney at BCC to discuss the options and costs.

139/09 BALL GAMES WITH HARD BALLS ON THE GREEN 
The Clerk was asked to put notices on the notice board, website and in the Parish News asking parents to be vigilant and to ensure that their children are not playing cricket with a hard ball at The Green, as it is very dangerous.  The Youth Council has been asked to put the item on their next agenda for discussion. 
140/09 VILLAGE FETE PARTICIPATION
Cllrs have agreed to man the bar at the Fete on 4th July and a rota was agreed. Cllr Grant has confirmed that the bar will be stocked. The Clerk was asked to send copies of the 2009/10 Forward Plan and Budget to display on the Parish Council display boards.

141/09 PLANNING MATTERS 
To note planning applications and decisions:

Received: 09/00994/APP 2 Brownlow Lane – single storey front extension

09/00921/APP 13 Church Hill – conversion of garage, erect first floor extension over and single storey rear extension. The working group’s recommendation was to support the application, which was agreed.
09/01042/APP 46 Gooseacre – Erection pitched room over existing single storey element and part 2 storey, part single storey rear extension. Plans held by Cllr Hibbert, not present at the meeting. The Clerk was asked to request their return in order to respond before the deadline for comments.
09/01075/APP Land to rear of 10 The Green – Erection of detached bungalow. Plans held by Cllr Hibbert, not present at the meeting. The Clerk was asked to request their return in order to respond before the deadline for comments.
Refused: 09/00571/APP 6 Chaseside Close – provision of dropped kerb for vehicular access onto Mentmore Road and driveway.

Permitted: None

The Clerk was asked to chase AVDC for a response to the Parish Council’s request for an investigation into the building works carried out at Cranbrook House without planning permission, which was reported to them in January 2009.
142/09 FORWARD PLAN ITEMS

The Council agreed to defer any discussions on youth activities and equipment at the recreation ground until next year and to support the skate park project.

143/09 URGENT MATTERS

The Clerk asked the Council if it wished to consider an area of land at the top of Church Hill for the next affordable housing development. This site was looked at by the planners last time and rejected, mainly because of the pylon on the land. Council agreed that first we would need to establish the need, so would leave this item until after the next election.
144/09 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Wednesday 5th August 2009, 7.45 pm in the Village Hall side room. There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.55pm.

Signed: Cllr Stuart Ritchie






Date: 5th August, 2009

Chairman
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