CHEDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING HELD ON 4th JUNE 2008

AT 7:45pm IN THE VILLAGE HALL SIDE ROOM

OPEN PUBLIC FORUM

No questions from the public.

The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.50pm.

92/08 Attendance and Apologies
Attendance:

Cllr S Ayling (Chairman)


Cllr C Fee


Cllr S Ritchie



Cllr D Hall


Cllr R Grant



Cllr P Banister

Cllr C Poll



T Murrell (Clerk)

Apologies from Cllr Hibbert

2 members of the public, DCllr Cashman

92/08 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS

DCllr Cashman presented the following report:

1) At the Annual Meeting of the District Council recently, the existing cabinet was reappointed.

2) DCllr Cashman confirmed he would be attending the official opening of Partridge Close Affordable Housing project.  The Housing Corporation would be sending officials – a sign of approval of the scheme and of ongoing interest. Praise has already been received.

3) Parking fees and conditions at the station have been increased and free parking off peak, at weekends and bank holiday has been abolished.  DCllr Cashman met with 2 Managers of London Midland Railway, who informed him that it was a blanket levy across all stations and he has written to Alex Hynes, Commercial Director for an explanation as to why no consultation took place with local groups and the Parish Council and to find out what local considerations had been taken into account.   He explained that Milton Keynes Rail Users Group, Bucks CC Transport Parking Services and Aylesbury Vale Transport Users Group are all aware. DCllr Cashman will not let the matter rest and has asked for the item to be put on next week’s Local Area Forum agenda in Edelsborough, which is designed specifically to tackle local issues of this nature.

4) DCllr Cashman recently enquired about the yellow enforcement lines agreed for Station Road and was astonished to hear that they had decided not to proceed with yellow lines, merely white access lines to protect resident’s driveways and as a result he and CCllr Davies have written to the residents of Station Road, as well as BCC Transport Parking Services with questions relating to the situation and is awaiting their response. Apparently TVP have revisited and are of the opinion that yellow lines not needed.  He asked the Parish Council to also write to both BCC and the Rail Company and he would send contact details to the Clerk, which was agreed. The Parish Council thanked DCllr Cashman for his efforts on this and other matters.

93/08 POLICE REPORT 

No police attendance.

94/08 DISCLOSURES ON INTERESTS IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

Cllr Hall disclosed an interest in item 13 Appeal 08/00653/APP

95/08 MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON 7th MAY 2008

It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting and to authorise the Chairman to sign as a correct record.

96/08 MATTERS ARISING

78/08 Drain cover, Village Hall Car Park – The Clerk was able to confirm that the drain cover is the responsibility of the Parish Council and she would obtain costs for a replacement.

28/08 Partridge Close Affordable Housing –  Open Event 5th June 2-5pm, Cllrs Ayling, Poll, Banister and Ritchie agreed to attend.
40/08 Bolts to Green gates –  Cllr Poll agreed to provide the Clerk with details of type of bolt required, so that she could obtain prices.

60/08a) Village of the Year National Competition Presentation – Clerk confirmed entry had been submitted.
80/08 Perfect Village Sunday – Great success, Cllrs and helpers worked very hard all day setting up and selling refreshments. Event was extremely well attended (150-200 people, all ages) and everyone had a lovely time.  The Clerk was asked to thank AVDC for providing the band and entertainer.  The Clerk was asked to put an item on a future agenda to discuss running a similar event on an annual basis.
65/08 Post Office – Clerk awaiting response to enquiry about mobile post office services.
43/08 Gate Old Allotment Field – Council agreed to inspect on village walk.
81/08 Mowing Contract – The Clerk is awaiting a response to her letter of complaint. Cllrs agreed standard of cutting unsatisfactory and Cllr Hall agreed to approach another contractor to see if they might be interested in taking over the contract. Details will be passed to the Clerk for further discussion at next months meeting.
80/08 NATs Consultation – The Council were informed that the deadline for comments on the Consultation had been extended to 19th June.  

79/08 Gated access to Parish Council open space – The Clerk was asked to write to the property owner asking for the removal of the access, which is not permitted on to Parish Council land.

97/08 CORRESPONDENCE, CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS AND NOTIFICATION OF MEETINGS:
· Invitation from Cheddington Combined School to Garden Party and official opening of the Sensory Garden Sunday 29th June 2pm. Cllrs Grant, Fee, Banister and Ritchie to attend.

· Request from Chris Joyce for permission to host the Wing District Camp Fire at Cheddington Village Hall on either Monday 30th June or Monday 7th July. Permission granted.

· Acknowledgement from BALC of village entry in Best Kept Village Competition.  Judging to take place throughout May and June. Noted

· Training for new and less experienced Councillors on Friday June 20th, hosted by BALC, cost £39. Noted

· Notification from AVDC of summer play around the parishes project.  Cheddington has been allocated the following dates: Wed 30th July 2-4.30pm, Friday 15th August 10-12.30am and Wednesday 27th August 2-4.30pm at The Green. Noted, Clerk to advertise in the Newsletter

· Request from Pre School to hold Teas on the Green on Thursday 3rd July. Granted.
· Local Area Forum meeting at Edelsborough Memorial Hall 18th June 6.15pm. Cllr Poll agreed to attend.
98/08 RECEIVE REPORTS FROM WORKING GROUPS

1. Fete Participation. Cllrs agreed to arrange another meeting to discuss actions.

2. Registration of Council land/open spaces. The Clerk was asked to find out approximate land valuations and arrange another meeting of the Finance Working Group.

99/08 FINANCIAL MATTERS

a) Agree payments in accordance with financial report (Appendix 1). Cllrs agreed to reinvest capital and interest from maturing Bond for a further 6 months and the Chairman signed the bank instruction accordingly.

b) Cllr Grant presented recommendations for Pavilion Recharges. Utility charges have increased considerably during the year and Cllrs agreed that the Parish Council agreed to heavily subsidise Pavilion running cost this year. Cllr Grant agreed to look into the cost of metering the hot water.   It was RESOLVED to make the following recharges to sports groups: Tennis and Football Clubs £300 each, Bowls and Petanque £75 each.  In addition the total cost of the Tennis Club lights £380 would be passed on to the Club.

c) The Council agreed receipts and Payments to 31st March 2008 and it was RESOLVED to approve the annual accounts. The Chairman signed the annual return accordingly.
100/08 REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS 

None

101/08  SPEED CALMING PROPOSALS

The Clerk asked Cllr Poll for a progress report on the Community Speed watch Scheme.  Cllr Poll is still waiting for his enhanced CRB check completion before he is able to take things forward. The Clerk is awaiting confirmation from BCC of Cheddington’s eligibility for Vehicle Activated Signs following the recent speed checks.  Council agreed to defer this item until July.

102/08 SECTION 106 MONEY/SAFE WALK PROJECT

The Clerk has received confirmation from BCC that they have committed to spending a minimum of £11000 on the scheme, but further monies may be available based on expenditure on other schemes being completed under budget, although this cannot be guaranteed.  If the Parish Council agrees to commit all of the Section 106 monies to the project, BCC would be in a position to commence work very soon on Phases 1 and 2, constructing a foot/cycle path from the end of the old allotment field up to the public footpath to Marsworth. The Council took a vote and it was unanimously RESOLVED to use the Section 106 money and go ahead with the project.  The Clerk explained that other funding sources could be approached for grants to carry out Phase 3 in the meantime and it was agreed that the Finance Working Group would consider these options at their next meeting.

103/08 PLANNING MATTERS

To note planning applications and decisions:

Received: 08/01264/ALB & 08/01308/APP Montagues Yard, 22 Mentmore Road – Boundary Wall. The Council had no objection to this application.

08/01119/APP Green Leaves, 10 High Street – Conservatory & alterations to existing chimney. The Council had no objection to this application.

Permitted: 08/00653/APP Glebe House, Station Road – Dormer Window

Refused: None

Withdrawn: None

Appeals: 08/00666/APP 5 Station Cottages, Station Road – Conversion of 2-storey side extension to form    self contained dwelling. Noted

APP/P0430/A/08/2064279 Unit 32 Old Airfield Industrial Estate, Cheddington Lane – The appeal has been dismissed due to the impact of the proposed increase in traffic movements on the amenities of local residents and other road users. Noted.

The Clerk was asked to write to AVDC Planning Dept. asking them to investigate the carport, which has been erected at the front of the Barn at 46 High Street, which has been put up without permission. Cllr Banister also expressed concern about the size of the second car space at the new dwelling adjacent to 1 Church Hill, which she asked the Clerk to also mention.
104/08 FORWARD PLAN ITEMS

1. Tree Survey/Maintenance – Cllrs agreed to consider recommendations of the tree warden on the village walk before any decisions are made.

2. Fourth Phase Lighting Improvements/Lighting Maintenance. The Council agreed with Cllr Fee’s recommendation to leave the lamps in Barkham Close until next year.  She had been unable to speak to the resident in Leeches Way, but had left a note for them to contact her to discuss the lamp outside their house.  The recommendation is to move the lamp further up the road and add an additional lamp further up in the unlit area at the top of Leeches Way on the bend. The Clerk was asked to obtain a quotation for this work.

105/08 REPORT ON URGENT MATTERS

None

106/08 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Wednesday 2ND July 2008 at 7.45 pm in the Village Hall side room.  Cllr Hall gave her apologies for the next meeting. There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.55pm. 

Signed (Chairman) …………………………………………………..


Date:…………………….
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