CHEDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING HELD ON 3RD JUNE 2009

AT 7:45pm IN THE VILLAGE HALL SIDE ROOM

OPEN PUBLIC FORUM

1) A gap in the railway fence behind the allotments was first reported in January, but has not been repaired.

It is a safety risk and is being used by Network Rail workers to access the railway line.  The Chairman agreed to investigate on the forthcoming village walk.

2) Allotment holders are protesting about the increase in allotment rents year on year. The Parish Council was asked to justify the increases.

3) A wildlife enthusiast applauded the fact that the grass verges are not being cut as often. The Chairman explained that the verges were the responsibility of the County Council.

Chairman, Stuart Ritchie expressed his thanks to the previous Chair, Simon Ayling for his efforts whilst in post and presented him with a gift on behalf of the Parish Council.

 108/09 Attendance and Apologies

Attendance:

Cllr S Ayling



Cllr R Grant

Cllr C Poll



Cllr C Fee





Cllr P Banister



Cllr S Ritchie (Chairman)





T Murrell (Clerk)

3 members of the public

Apologies from Cllrs Hall and Hibbert

109/09 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS

Apologies from CCllr Avril Davies.

DCllr Corrie Cashman presented his report on the following:

1) Station Road.  He has received an email from an Officer, who has been asked to arrange a meeting on site after the election with representatives from County and District Councils and the Member for Transportation to discuss the way forward.  DCllr Cashman recently witnessed an accident involving 2 vehicles, which took place approx. 15 metres from where 3 school children were standing and information has been passed to the Cabinet Member for Transportation, Val Letheren.

110/09 POLICE REPORT

PCSO Christine Baker was present and reported 1 burglary in Church Lane over the past month.  She is still seeing vehicles parking on kerbs around the village and despite the Parish Council News article about this, she has to knock on doors and remind residents of the law.  There was one reported call about anti social behaviour after midnight last Saturday night and she recommended another article in the Parish News.  She urges residents to report all incidents on the 0845 number, even if they think their neighbour may have already reported it, because more calls will ensure better response. If residents feel threatened in any way they should call 999.

111/09 DISCLOSURES ON INTERESTS IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

Cllr Grant Item 10a. 

112/09 MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON 6th MAY 2009

It was then RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting and to authorise the Chairman to sign as a correct record.

113/09 REPORT FROM YOUTH COUNCIL

No representative present. Cllrs have supplied the Clerk with information about Youth grants obtained at the recent Local Area Forum, which she will pass to the Chairman of the Youth Council.

114/09 CLERK’S REPORT ON MATTERS ARISING

73/09 Best Kept Village – Judging will take place in June.  Cllrs commented that the recent litter pickers did a fantastic job.  However, lots of soft drink cans had been left on the Green after the weekend and the Clerk was asked to mention this to the Youth Council. The Clerk was asked to instruct the Handyman to cut back epicormic growth around the tree opposite the Village Hall kitchen and the ivy on the tree at the Green.
12/09 – The Clerk has again reported the water leak in Station Road to Anglian Water and asked them to investigate.
156/08 – Network Rail vehicles have been spotted in the Village Hall car park accessing the railway line via the hole in the fence, reported to the Parish Council by Mrs Atkins and Mrs Cruse reported Network Rail workers crossing over our land to access the railway.  The Clerk was asked to write to Network Rail again and also to put a note in the Parish News, asking residents to note the vehicle registration numbers and report to her.
102/09 – Additional recycling bins for plastics and cans have been delivered and a bin for textiles has been ordered. The Clerk will put details in the next Newsletter.
72/09 – The Byelaws have been submitted for final approval.
71/09 – Letters to Val Letheren, Cabinet Member for Transportation and John Bercow MP regarding the difficulty in obtaining quotations for alternative speed calming measures in the High Street, have now been acknowledged.
84/09 – The Clerk has received confirmation that a Parish Council representative on the Board of Governors of Cheddington Combined School is not required.
97/09 – Reminder to Cllrs that the Village Walk will take place on Tuesday, 16th June at 7pm at the Recreation Ground, meeting with the young people at the Village Hall at 8pm for a tour of the allotments.

Cllr Banister asked the Clerk to remind mowing contractors to inform her when they complete a cut, so that it can be inspected.
115/09 CORRESPONDENCE, CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS AND NOTIFICATION OF MEETINGS:

· Letter from Ivinghoe Parish Council requesting Parish Council support to monitor HGV traffic. Noted

· Notification of Thames Valley Police Open Day in Sulhamstead on 8th August 10am-4pm. Noted

· Date of next Police Surgery in Cheddington is 29th June in Methodist Hall 7-8pm. Noted

· Letter from AVDC advising that precept figures for 2010/11 will be required by 31st December 2009. The Clerk was asked to prepare figures for discussion at the October meeting.

· Letter of thanks for donation towards 2009 Cheddington Playscheme week commencing 10th August, inviting Cllrs to visit. Noted

· Invitation to Civic Service at St Mary’s Church Aylesbury Sunday 14th June 4pm. Cllrs unable to attend.

· Letter received from resident regarding a disturbance in the grounds of the recreation ground on Saturday, 30th May.  Police aware. The Clerk was asked to make the Youth Council aware too.

· Letter from resident regarding the gap in the fence to the railway line at the allotments.  The Parish Council will inspect on village walk.

· Letter from resident complaining about increase in allotment rents.  Noted, although the Chairman commented that in his opinion the rents are very good value for money and comparable with other parishes.

· Letter from resident about youths climbing on the roof of the Village Hall. Cllr Grant said that the Village hall Committee are dealing with the problem.

· Letter passed to the Clerk by Cllr Banister from a resident, who is trying to resurrect the Jack in a Box summer play scheme for 3-5 year olds, requesting financial support.  Cllrs agreed in principal to a donation of £300 from contingency budget, payable if sufficient other funding is secured to run the scheme.

116/09 REPORTS FROM WORKING GROUPS

Following a meeting of the Village of The Year working group recently, the Clerk confirmed that the completed entry had been submitted.

117/09  FINANCIAL MATTERS

a) Payments in accordance with financial report (Appendix 1) were agreed and the report and cheques signed accordingly.

b) Receipts and Payments to 31st March 2008 were agreed and signed by the Chairman.

c) Cllrs agreed the quotation from EDF for 5th Phase Lighting Improvements and approved payment. The location of the new column on the corner of Manor Pound Road will be marked on the village walk.

d) Cllrs agreed to accept the quotation from mowing contractors to mow village hall grounds prior to Village Fete @ £50. Cllr Banister said she thought the track to the Charity Field had been missed on the last cut and the Clerk was asked to investigate.
118/09 REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS

· AVDC Local Area Forum 20th May in Edelsborough Memorial Hall attended by Cllrs Poll & Ritchie.
Following discussion of all the bids by the Forum, a vote was taken and Cheddington’s bid to the Local Area Forum received the most votes from Cllrs and Officers present.  Cheddington has been granted £20k to put towards Phase 3 of the Safe Walk Project.  The Parish Council has £10k in the budget for the footpath, so it should be possible to complete that phase this year. The Council agreed that should it be necessary to increase the Parish Council’s contribution, the Clerk has authority to agree up to a further £2k for the project.

Resulting from the previous LAF meeting workshop, a Community Plan has been drawn up and will be circulated to Cllrs in the mail.

· Speed Limit Review Area 13 – Area Briefing Meeting 19th May Pitstone attended by Cllrs Fee and Banister. Following a briefing on the criteria for speed limits, the following proposals were made:
1. A 30mph limit along Station Road up to the T junction

2. From the T junction to Horton 40mph

3. A 30mph limit from the Balk/Manor Road to Cheddington Lane

4. A 30mph limit from just before the bridge, under the bridge to the T-junction and right up to the canal bridge at Cooks Wharf.

The Parish Council’s comments must be submitted by the end of June.  Council agreed with the proposals, but are worried that a 30mph limit along Station Road will mean that vehicles parking after dark along the road could not receive a parking ticket.  Therefore, the Council is only prepared to accept the 30mph limit if it is agreed that yellow lines can be put in along that stretch of road.  DCllr Cashman has taken the Council’s comments on board and will relay them to the Member for Transportation after the election. The Clerk was asked to comment on the proposals accordingly.

Cllr Poll proposed a 50mph limit on Long Marston Road, but vote was not carried.

119/09 THEATRE IN VILLAGES EVENT 

Cllrs agreed that this event would clash with other theatre events already scheduled for later this year.

120/09 COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH UPDATE

Volunteers have been busy collecting data during May, and it appears that the number of offenders has reduced.

Cllr Poll, Scheme Manager, has received an email from the Volunteer Coordinator at Amersham Police Centre with new, very complex forms for completion by Speed Watch volunteers.  It was agreed that the colour of the vehicle is important and should be recorded, but otherwise advise from our local PCSO is to continue to use the forms drafted by Cllr Poll.  Cllr Poll and PCSO Christine Baker agreed to get together to do a Risk Assessment.  The The Clerk confirmed that the local police officer at Wing, had said he had nothing against the Parish Council erecting two permanent ‘Community Speed Watch Area’ signs at either end of the village, so the Clerk was asked to obtain a quotation for the next meeting.

121/09 SAFE WALK PROJECT

This item has been covered under Minute 118/09

122/09 BUS SHELTER REPAIRS

The Clerk was asked to obtain a quotation for the repair of the bus shelter.  Youths were seen by Cllr Banister removing the rubber seal holding the centre rear perspex panel in place.  Council agreed a budget of £200 to enable the Clerk to proceed with the work between meetings.

123/09 PLANNING MATTERS 
To note planning applications and decisions:

Received: None

Permitted: None

The Clerk informed the Council that application for a larger, replacement trommel at the Airfield Site is on the agenda at the forthcoming meeting of the Development Control Committee on 23rd June, 2009.

124/09 FORWARD PLAN ITEMS

· War Memorial Renovation. To be inspected on village walk.

· Youth Activities/Equipment at Recreation Ground. Due to absence of Youth Council, this item will be deferred.
125/09 URGENT MATTERS

The Allotment Warden has requested the Council’s permission to open up another plot, which was granted. It was also agreed that the plot should be rent free up until 1st October. 

Cllr Banister reported that the top bar of one of the wooden benches on the Green is broken and the Clerk was asked to instruct the Handyman to replace it.

The Clerk was asked to include an item on the next agenda to discuss Parish Council participation at the Village Fete.
126/09 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Wednesday 1st July 2009, 7.45 pm in the Village Hall side room. There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.45pm.

Signed:
Stuart Ritchie






Date: 1st July 2009

Chairman
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