CHEDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 5th MARCH 2008

AT 7:45pm IN THE VILLAGE HALL SIDE ROOM

OPEN PUBLIC FORUM

Joan Ward informed the Council that she would be attending the next Transport User’s Meeting on 11th March in Aylesbury and the Clerk gave her a copy of the Agenda.  Mrs Ward was happy with the outcome of negotiations regarding timetable changes and thanked the Parish Council and District Councillor for their support in the matter. The Clerk informed her that the changes to bus timetables would take affect from Monday 21st April and details would be put in the Parish News section of the next Newsletter.

The Chairman opened the meeting at 8pm.

34/08 ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES
Attendance:

Cllr S Ayling (Chairman)


Cllr C Fee


Cllr S Ritchie



Cllr C Poll



Cllr AM Hibbert



Cllr R Grant

T Murrell (Clerk)

Apologies from Cllr Hall

2 members of the public, DCllr Cashman

35/08 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS
The Clerk has received information from CCllr Avril Davies that:
1) The County Council has decided to spend over £3M this year filling every pothole in Bucks and a memo has been send to the Clerk to explain how this will be done.

2) The Clerk has been sent copies of a press release and letter from The Chiltern Society, to the Editor of The Times newspaper in response to the NATs consultation on flight paths.

3) The County Council Planning Enforcement & Monitoring Team Leader, Darl Sweetland has informed CCllr Davies that, having spoken to the Cheddington Airfield owner, Mr Fraser, about the Cairns position on the site, he has been advised that Cairns are in administration and the majority of lorries are now working out of the prospective new owners’ sites in Hemel Hempstead and Radlett. The administrator has allowed Cairns to operate until the end of the week from the airfield.  From the end of the week the only lorries in and out of the Cairns site will be removing waste to clear the site for a new prospective tenant. It was therefore decided not to issue the breach of condition notice limiting Cairns HGV movements to 24 per day, as it would now have no effect.  Mr Fraser is looking to get in new tenants and does not want another skip company in addition to Camiers.  Any new use of the Cairns area will require consent from the County or District Councils.  The site will be inspected next week to check the position, when a view will be taken on the need for other enforcement action to address the presence of the trommel on site.

DCllr Cashman apologised for arriving late and presented his report on the following items:

1) Parking in Station Road – the painting of the yellow lines in Station Road, planned for March, is slightly behind schedule and should be done around the end of April

2) Grass cutting – we are informed that the contractors have rescheduled cutting cycles, so that verges will be cut more frequently during the growing season. Additional charge hands have been employed and incentives are being offered to reduce turnover of staff.  Each gang will have two mowers (one as standby). First cut due in Cheddington any day.

3) DCllr Cashman has put the following motion to AVDC, which will go to Cabinet for consideration and will come back to Council for a decision thereafter: 

‘The Council notes that:

a) The former Cheddington airfield is partly in three parishes, two districts and two counties.

b) Over recent years a variety of planning application have been made with respect to the site.

       The Council recognises that:

a) There is a need for all four of the Councils with a responsibility with respect to the site to agree a joint strategy for its future.

b) This can best be achieved by a joint approach to and joint negotiations with the owner

c) Such an arrangement would be in the interests of the local communities of Cheddington, Marsworth and the other villages affected by any use or potential use of the site.

The Council therefore asks its planning department to liase with Bucks CC, Dacorum DC and Herts CC planning departments to this effect, and to keep AVDC’s Development Control Committee informed of progress.’

4) The council tax for a Band D house in Cheddington will rise by approximately 5% to £1411 per annum.  

36/08 POLICE REPORT 

In the absence of police presence, the Clerk notified the Council that according to a letter received from Thames Valley Police, there were no crimes reported in Cheddington during the months of December 2007 and January 2008. The Clerk notified the Council that 2 PCSO’s had patrolled the village on Tuesday 4th.  The Clerk has spoken with PCSO Christine Baker, who confirmed she will be attending the Parish Assembly meeting at the Methodist Chapel on 19th March to talk briefly about the Community Speedwatch Scheme in Cheddington and to provide an annual crime report.

37/08 DISCLOSURES ON INTERESTS IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

None

38/08 MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON 6th FEBRUARY 2008

It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting and to authorise the Chairman to sign as a correct record.

39/08 MATTERS ARISING

23/08 Safe Walk Project – The Clerk has received no response from Bucks CC Highways to her request for a meeting to look at the feasibility of a footpath, nor has the letter of support agreed by AVDC Rights of Way Officer been forthcoming, but the Clerk will continue to chase, since the deadline for applications to the Community Chest Fund is 30th April.

25/08 Silver birch tree to rear of 41 Gooseacre – The Clerk asked the Council to make a decision on the work to be carried out to the tree in question. Council agreed that that type of silver birch was inappropriate in its current location, as it is a park tree. The Clerk was instructed to talk to the tree surgeon and was give a budget of £250 for either lopping by 10-15 feet or removing and replacing with a more appropriate tree.

29/08 New Play Equipment – Council agreed the equipment was already being well used and is proving very popular.  The Clerk was asked to organise some editorial in the LBO, and other local publications.

27/08 Speed Calming – The Clerk is still waiting for a response from David Cairney at Bucks CC Highways to pursue speed-calming proposals.  She has not yet received a delivery date for the Community Speedwatch kit, but 8 volunteers have come forward to take part in the scheme.

28/08 Affordable Housing Partridge Close – According to details received from DCllr Cashman, which were circulated to Cllrs., 23 applications for shared ownership units have been received and are presently being processed.  Under this scheme people are eligible to part buy as little as 30%, or as much as 80% of a dwelling.  This option is not a viable one for someone on a minimum wage.  Six prospective tenants have been nominated for the rented units so far; all either live in Cheddington or have a family connection to Cheddington. Cllrs commented that there is currently a high drop onto the road at the end of the path and asked the Clerk to find out what would be done about this and also to report foul smelling stagnant water in the pond, which is now exposed.

40/08 Youth Council Report

Chair, Sarah Nicholls was able to tell the Council that things were moving on and the Youth Council now has a regular following, albeit mostly youngsters in the village, who attend Cottesloe School, but they are trying to encourage others to come along and hope that the regular section in the Newsletter will prove successful.  Cllrs suggested a leaflet drop around the village. Sarah asked if anything had been done about funding for a skate park and the Clerk explained that as far as the Council were concerned it was in the hands of group of youngsters, who had been put in touch with Alex Peek of Bucks Community Action at an earlier meeting to apply for funding.  Cllrs did say that some money could possibly come from the Section 106 money for sports and recreational facilities.

Sarah said that there was strong feeling from the Youth Council members about the urgent need for a safe walkway between Cheddington and Pitstone.  The road is currently very dangerous for pedestrians and is well used by young people. The Clerk explained about the Safe Walk project.  One of the other main concerns of the Youth Council is the relationship between young and old and this is a subject often discussed at meetings and one, which they are trying to tackle with lots of new initiatives.

The aims of the Youth Council over the next 6 months are to fundraise and contribute towards projects in the village, which they hope will also help improve relationships.

The Chairman congratulated Sarah and the Youth Council for what they have achieved to date and offered the Parish Council’s support, when needed. Cllrs encouraged the Youth Council and its members to use the website forum to encourage new members, as well as to express the views and concerns of the young people of Cheddington.

41/08 CORRESPONDENCE, CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS AND NOTIFICATION OF MEETINGS:
· Request from Cheddington Combined School for permission to put a small aluminium can collection bin in the Village Hall car park. The Council agreed to support the idea and grant permission on a trial basis of 3 months.  The Clerk was asked to reply accordingly, and to stress that the unit must be secure and vandal-proof to alleviate problems of vandalism and litter in the village hall car park.

· Notification from Bucks & MK Biodiversity Partnership of planned local events. Noted

· Email request from Cheddington Pantomime Group for permission to erect a marquee to use as a dressing room on the land adjacent to the village hall from 9th-12th April. The Council granted permission and the Clerk was asked to respond accordingly.

· Letter from resident regarding safety issues at The Green.  The Clerk was asked to look at options available, provide quotations for the Council to consider at the next meeting and let resident know the Council is investigating the matter.

· Notification from Bucks CC of Minerals and Waste Core Strategy Development Plan Document preferred option consultation events. Noted.

· Invitation from Bucks Community Action to Village Hall & Community Building Forum 2008, 6th March, Newton Longville Hall 10.30am –2pm. Noted.

· Email from AVDC regarding proposed start date for grass cutting (19th February). Noted.

· Letter of objection from resident to graffiti on gate at No. 3 Berryfield.  The Council has no powers to intervene and the Clerk was asked to reply to the resident, suggesting they contact either AVDC or Bucks CC accordingly.

· Email from land agent regarding gate to Charity Field adjacent to Village Hall.  Cllrs agreed that the fence has nothing to do with the Village Hall, so could be padlocked if required and the Clerk was asked to reply accordingly.

· Letter from AVDC regarding changes to concessionary travel (bus passes) from 1st April 2008.  The Clerk was asked to put details in the Newsletter.

· Notification from Vale of Aylesbury Housing Trust of Stake holder’s Summit for Community Development in Aylesbury on Tuesday 4th March 6.30-9pm.  Noted
· Request from St. Giles Church for financial support. Council resolved under Section 137 to sponsor a large floral arrangement with a donation of £75.
· Notification from Bucks CC of GC2C Local Area Forum for the Wing and Ivinghoe Area on Thursday, 27th March 6.15-8.15pm Wing Village Hall, where Cllrs will have an opportunity to meet with representatives from Police, Fire, County and District to discuss local issues, including a 20 minute slot to discuss Highways issues. Cllrs were encouraged to attend.
· Copy email from Mr Collins, Mentmore Road, in which he has been informed by Bucks CC Highways that the repair to the leaking drain will not be repaired until April/May time, rather than February, as previously notified. Noted.
· Letter signed by residents in Mentmore Road supporting the need for traffic calming measures, but against the proposed position of a double chicane. Noted.
42/08 RECEIVE REPORTS FROM WORKING GROUPS

Village of the Year – Notes from the working group meeting on 25th February were circulated to Cllrs. Parish Council speakers were agreed and the working group will now contact other suggested speakers to invite them to take part.  The next meeting of the group was changed to 17th March, 8pm at Clerks office.

43/08 PARISH ASSEMBLY 19TH MARCH 8PM AT THE METHODIST CHAPEL

Speakers at the forthcoming Parish Assembly will be:

PCSO Christine Baker, Thames Valley Police, based in Wing with annual crime report

Dawn Coast, Milton Keynes branch of Energy Efficiency Advice Centre

Andrew Wild, Chairman of Vale of Aylesbury District of CPRE (Campaign for Rural England) and

Fred Marshall, St John’s Ambulance with details of the First Responder Scheme

Mike Brooks, Age Concern, Aylesbury

The Clerk was asked to circulate copies of the Agenda to Cllrs, so that they could advertise.

44/08FINANCIAL MATTERS

a. It was RESOLVED to agree the payments in accordance with financial report Appendix 1.

b. The Council considered 2 quotations for repair work to the Green, one for turfing and other for seeding. It was resolved to give the Clerk a budget of a £500, so that she could go back to both contractors for revised estimates to turf the bigger areas and seed round edges of play equipment. The area below the gate to the old allotment field also needs filling and covering with 3 slabs.

c. The Clerk asked the Council to consider the cost of Clerk’s training and continuous professional development in 2008/9. She pointed out that should the Council require Quality Parish Status, the Clerk would need to be qualified in CILCA and a crash course for Clerk was being organised in the summer at a cost of £350.  This figure could be shared with Mentmore Parish Council. Cllrs asked the Clerk to circulate details about Quality Parish Status, so that her request could be considered.

45/08 REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS

SLCC Conference -  The Clerk attended at Halton House on 28th February. Topics on the agenda were:
· Devolution of Powers to parish and town councils

· Making children’s play safe and fun

· Clerk’s professional development
46/08 RAT PROBLEM AT ALLOTMENTS

The Clerk was asked to report this matter to the District Council and to find out the cost of investigation and cure, to be considered by the Council at the next meeting.

47/08 LUTON AIRSPACE AND HEATHROW EXPANSION PLANS

Cllrs Ayling and Ritchie agreed to form a working group and to invite John Lowen, a Mentmore resident with extensive knowledge on this matter, to join the group to discuss the matter and report back to the Council at the next meeting.

48/08 CAMIERS APPEAL

Mr Camier has lodged an appeal against the decision of Bucks CC to refuse planning permission (ref. 07/20009/AWD) to increase lorry movements per day from 82 to 124. Mr Camier intends to show that the proposal will not generate a significant level of disturbance to the amenity of local residents and other road users.  An inspector appointed by the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister will determine the appeal. Comments must be received no later than 7th April 2008 the Planning Inspectorate. CALM (Campaign Against Lorry Menace) has requested Parish Council support to ensure that Bucks CC enforces existing planning conditions and the Clerk was asked to write to Bucks CC accordingly.
49/08 PLANNING MATTERS

Received: None

Permitted: None

Refused:  None

Withdrawn: None 

50/08 FORWARD PLAN ITEMS

· Tree survey/maintenance – The Clerk was asked to review the last survey carried out on the trees and to report to the Council the next phase of work that was recommended for discussion at next month’s meeting.

· Recreation ground car park surface review – Council agreed to review this item following the Village Walk by Councillors schedule for June 2008.

· Registration of Council land/open spaces – DCllr Cashman offered to provide the Clerk with more details/guidelines on the procedure for registering village open spaces, so that a working group can consider this item and make recommendations to the Council

· Flower tubs/troughs – Cllrs Fee agreed to talk to Cllr Hall about forming a working group to look into the type and cost of these items for consideration by the Council at the next meeting.
51/08 REPORT ON URGENT MATTERS

It was reported that the light on the garages at Barkham Close is burning 24/7.  The Clerk confirmed that the light was the responsibility of the Aylesbury Vale Housing Trust and had been reported.  The Clerk has tried, without success to find out the name of the new Warden at Barkham Close. 

52/08 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Wednesday 2nd April 2008 at 7.45 pm in the Village Hall side room.  There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.10pm. 

Signed (Chairman) …………………………………………………..


Date:…………………….
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