CHEDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 4th MARCH 2009

AT 7:45pm IN THE VILLAGE HALL SIDE ROOM

OPEN PUBLIC FORUM

1) The Allotment Warden spoke on behalf of allotment holders to ask the Council why it had stopped vehicle access to the allotments in the proposed new Byelaws and requested that the motor vehicle byelaw be reinstated to allow access across the open space. He suggested providing allotment holders with a key to the gate. 

2) A resident said that he felt the recent note in the Parish News regarding the churning up of the open space land adjacent to the allotments was directed at allotment holders.

3) The Clerk was asked to find out how many people are required to call a special meeting. 

4) Joan Ward thanked the Council for her birthday card.

5) A resident said she supported the idea of twinning Cheddington with a town in France.

6) The Council was asked if there was any chance of reinstating the Post Office in the village. The Chairman confirmed that it is highly unlikely.

The Chairman opened the meeting at 8.10pm.

41/09 Attendance and Apologies
Attendance:

Cllr S Ayling (Chairman)


Cllr R Grant

Cllr C Poll



Cllr AM Hibbert


Cllr C Fee



Cllr S Ritchie

Cllr D Hall



Cllr Banister


T Murrell (Clerk)

No apologies.

11 members of the public, DCllr Corrie Cashman.

42/09 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS

DCllr Cashman apologies for late arrival and presented the following report:

1) He has received the criteria for the road gritting during the last icy spell, which was based on a points system.  The majority of the roads were not gritted as grit ran out.  The issue will be raised at the next Local Area Forum meeting for discussion, along with repair of potholes.  4 extra pothole teams have been operating in the area for 6 weeks and are repairing on average 25-30 potholes/day/team.

2) DCllr Cashman apologised on behalf of the District Council for the inconvenience caused as a result of the cancellation of refuse and recycling collections during the bad weather.

3) The overall Council Tax agreed for 2009/10 is 3.7%, which means that in Cheddington a Band D house will pay £1461.39 per annum, a Band A £974.26, Band H £2922.78

4) 20,000 new homes will be built in the Aylesbury area over the next 20 years.  The latest new proposal will be discussed by the Cabinet next Tuesday, 10th March at the Civic Centre. Plans are likely to impact on the areas of Weston Turville, Watermead, Bierton and Aston Clinton.

5) Rural Housing proposals affecting Buckingham, Winslow, Haddenham and Wendover are controversial, as questions have been asked about whether the level of consultation was adequate

6) A reply has been received from Southern Trains about the Service from Milton Keynes via Shepherds Bush to Croydon, who might be persuaded to stop in Cheddington, but he suggests we continue to pursue the request and also take to the annual Transport Symposium held by BCC.

43/09 POLICE REPORT

No police representatives were present. Accident statistics provided by email to the Clerk: 1st March 2008 until 28th February 2009 are: Mentmore crossroads 7 accidents, Cheddington Road 2, Crafton 1 and Ledburn 8 accidents. Burglary to a barn in New Street, Cheddington on 19th/20th February, electric fence energise was stolen.

44/09 DISCLOSURES ON INTERESTS IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

None

45/09 MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON 4th FEBRUARY 2009

It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting and to authorise the Chairman to sign as a correct record.

46/09 MATTERS ARISING

The Parish Council’s application to AVDC for Music in Quiet Places was not successful this year.

156/08 The Clerk has reported further sightings of Network Rail vehicles in the village hall car park and Church Lane, as reported by a resident, who approach the Network Rail workers, as they were about to access the railway line via Parish Council land.  The Clerk has spoken to Network Rail, who has emailed confirmation that, the Infrastructure Maintenance Delivery Manager responsible for the area, who has issued an instruction that Network must not use the access point under the bridge.  In addition Maintenance staff will be notified that under no circumstances must they park in the village hall car park without permission from the Parish Council.  The Clerk was asked to put a note in the newsletter asking villagers to be on the look out and make a note of registration numbers to report to the Clerk.

88/08 Registration of Parish Council Land. The Clerk has engaged the help of the National Playing Fields Association in this process and will continue to liase with the Working Group as required.

12/09  The water leak in Station Road appears to have been rectified. The Clerk agreed to follow up investigations in to the leak in the road at the bus shelter on The Green.

19/09  The Parish Council’s request to Southern Trains for a timetable change to the service from Milton Keynes via Shepherds Bush to Croydon to allow it to stop in Cheddington has been passed to the Timetable Steering Group, who are currently looking into whether it is possible to make some minor changes based on passenger comments.

14/09 A new bench has been ordered for the old allotment field and will be installed in the next couple of weeks.

28/09 Ten ‘Slow Down’ signs recently designed by the children of Cheddington School will be erected along the High Street during March 2009.

30/09 In accordance with Byelaws procedures, an advertisement advertising amendment to the Byelaws was published in the Leighton Buzzard Observer in February. 

33/09 The Clerk asked Cllr Banister for details of past service on the Parish Council and in the community for inclusion on her nomination form for this year’s Buckingham Palace Garden Party.

34/09 The school clock is chiming again.  The Clerk was asked to thank the school caretaker for organising the repair.

47/09 REPORT FROM YOUTH COUNCIL

Jake Houchen, Chairman of the Youth Council presented a brief report about Youth Council activities and a progress report on the skate park project with plans for the favoured design. A meeting will be arranged with AVDC’s Youth Development Manager, BCC’s Extended Services Manager and a Youth Officer, who will all help complete application for funding from the Youth Capital Fund and Parish Council support in the process was requested and agreed.  The proposed location for the park would be behind the existing basketball post. Three quotations have been obtained and the approximate cost is in the region of £50k + VAT.  The park will not be fenced, as this creates a negative atmosphere and it will need to be illuminated. The Clerk was asked to find out if planning permission would be required. The Parish Council would be responsible for the maintenance, which would be approximately £200 per annum. Bikes, skates and rollerblades can be used in the park. The Youth Council is actively fund raising for the park and has written to local companies for sponsorship. It was suggested that perhaps Pitstone  Parish Council might agree to contribute towards the cost, since many of the youngsters from Pitstone will be able to use the park. There is a petition at the local shop to support the skate park and the Parish Council agreed to write a letter of support to accompany the application for funding.

Cheddington’s Youth Council has been approached by Pitstone Parish Council for thoughts and advise about setting up a Youth Council in Pitstone. 

Next meeting of the Youth Council will be on 17th March in the Village Hall.

48/09 CORRESPONDENCE, CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS AND NOTIFICATION OF MEETINGS:

· Emails from resident regarding frustration at slow progress on speed calming proposals. Clerk has updated resident on Parish Council progress.
· Request from Bowls Club for use of Pavilion.  Permission granted provided dates do not clash with other sports clubs.
· Email from resident unhappy about the article in the Parish News about parking on pavements, which he thought would encourage, rather than discourage. Noted.
· Request from resident to hold firework display in village hall grounds. Cllr Grant explained that there are restrictions on time and distance from crowd, which he would forward to the Clerk.  Proof of relevant insurance would also be required.

· Email from resident about lack of gritting through Mentmore during icy weather at the beginning of February.  Parish Council recommends letter from Headmaster of School of affected children travelling by bus through Mentmore would have more affect.

· Request from Cheddington Preschool to use the Village Green for Pre-School Village Tea Rooms on Thursday 4th June. Granted.

· Notification of Aylesbury Vale Transport User Group revised meeting date 21st April 2009 at 2pm., County Hall, Walton Street, Aylesbury.

· Copies of new bus timetable guide for Aylesbury and Buckingham areas available from Clerk.

· Notification from Bucks Community Action of new projects that will help communities across Bucks. Details to be circulated to Cllrs in mail.

49/09  FINANCIAL MATTERS

a) Agree payments in accordance with financial report (Appendix 1).  Cllr Banister provided the Clerk with actual water meter readings from the Pavilion and Allotments.  Cllr Grant agreed to read the electricity meters at the Pavilion to enable the Clerk to calculate Pavilion Recharges for 2008/9 to present to the April meeting.
b) The council reviewed draft Receipts and Payments to 31st March 2009 and the Finance Working Group agreed to meet and report to the April meeting.
50/09  REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS

None

51/09 REPORTS FROM WORKING GROUPS

None

52/09 Parish Assembly Meeting 18th March 2009 8pm Village Hall Side Room

It was agreed to ask Jake Houchen, Chairman of the Youth Council to attend and present his annual report.

Council agreed that this year’s format should be a more informal question and answer session with refreshments, which Cllr Grant agreed to organise.

53/09 Community Speed Watch Meeting on Monday 9th February, 8pm Methodist Hall 

PCSC Christine Baker, 3 Cheddington volunteers (2 new ones) and 3 people from Edelsborough attended the meeting. Unfortunately the battery was flat ,so the equipment could not be demonstrated. Scheme Manager, Cllr Chris Poll explained that he currently has one man available to operate the equipment in the evening, 2 ladies weekdays during school holidays. When data was collected recently by Cllrs Poll and Ritchie, 6 vehicle were caught travelling between 35-38mph on the Friday afternoon and 8 on Saturday after lunch doing 35-41mph going out of the village down Mentmore Road and in fact 2 cars were seen racing at 41mph.

The Council agreed to revise the equipment hire cost at £100 for a 2 week period and the Clerk was asked to inform Ivinghoe Aston Parish Council accordingly. Drayton Parslow and Edelsborough PCs had also show some interest in hiring the equipment. The Clerk was asked to continue to advertise for more volunteers in the village newsletter and on the website using the slogan ‘Its 30mph for a Reason!’

54/09 Twin Town for Cheddington

Council agreed to defer action until the economic climate improves and put on 2010/11 Forward Plan.

55/09 Ideas for Perfect Village Sunday Event

Cllrs Ritchie, Hibbert and Hall agreed to form a Working Group meeting to discuss ideas and present to the April meeting.

56/09 Speed Calming

Cllr Poll told the Council he had emailed CALM to see if they could help support proposals for speed calming along the High Street, but has received no reply. The council asked the Clerk to write to CCllr Avril Davies and John Bercow MP with regard to the County Council’s refusal to provide a survey and feasibility study on a zebra crossing outside the school and two mini roundabouts offset at suitable junctions on the High Street to slow down the traffic, but instead referred the Parish Council to Jacobs, who have quoted £5000 to carry out the survey and provide estimates for the work. It was agreed that all Cllrs would be invited to a working group meeting before the April meeting to review progress and decide on next course of action regarding proposed pinch point.

57/09 NATS TCN Consultation Update Feb 09

NATS is conducting a new consultation late this year to redraw the aircraft route map in the area of south-east England (TCN), which means that new options for some routes in the TCN area can now be considered.

58/09 Village Signs

It was suggested that one sign be erected at either end of the village as a ‘Welcome’ to Cheddington and also a reminder of the 30mph speed limit through the village. The Clerk was asked to find out if Calor would sponsor the signs and whether we could quote ‘Best Kept Village and Village of the Year Winner’.  It was agreed the Chairman would ask the public for their opinion on the purchase of these signs, the working and speed calming in general at the forthcoming Annual Parish Meeting. Agenda item for April.

59/09 Local Area Forum Meeting on 12th March at Cottesloe School 6pm.
Cllrs Poll and Ritchie agreed to attend and the Clerk was asked to forward to them a copy of the Community Plan recently submitted.

60/09 PLANNING MATTERS 
To note planning applications and decisions:

Received: None

Permitted: None

Refused: None
Withdrawn: None 
61/09 REPORT ON URGENT MATTERS

The Handyman had prepared a poster to discourage dog owners from putting poop scoop bags in ordinary litterbins and asked if the Parish Council would put in the next newsletter, which was agreed.

62/09 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Wednesday 1st April 2009, 7.45 pm in the Village Hall side room. There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 10pm.
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