CHEDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING HELD ON 7TH MAY 2008

AT 7:45pm IN THE VILLAGE HALL SIDE ROOM

OPEN PUBLIC FORUM

Joan Ward thanked the Clerk for her help informing villagers of the changes to the bus timetables.  New timetables were not received officially until 2 days after the changes had taken place.

She also thanked the Clerk and Cllrs for everything their work on the Village of the Year presentation to judges recently. The Chairman, who thanked everyone concerned, reinforced this.

The Chairman opened the meeting at 8pm.

71/08 Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman

Cllr Banister proposed Cllr Ayling as Chairman for the Parish Council for another year, Cllr Ritchie seconded and it was resolved to elect Cllr Ayling.  Cllr Hall proposed Cllr Ritchie as Vice Chairman and that was seconded by Cllr Ayling. It was therefore resolved to elect Stuart Ritchie. Both Cllrs signed Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

72/08 Appointment of Representatives

The following appointments were agreed::

Recreation Ground Fence:
Cllr Simon Ayling

Planning Working Group:
Cllrs Hall, Hibbert and Ritchie

Recreation Ground/Pavilion:
Cllrs Ritchie, Grant and Hibbert

Play Equipment Inspector:
Cllr Hibbert

Finance Working Group:
Cllrs Ritchie, Grant, Ayling and Banister

VHMC:



Cllr Fee

Street Light Warden:

Cllr Fee

Rights of Way Group:

Mick Chandler and David Simpson

Aylesbury Vale Local Forum:
Cllrs in rotation

Aylesbury Vale Transport Users Group:
Joan Ward and DCllr Cashman

War Memorial/Flag Pole:
Cllr Pat Banister

Youth Council:


Cllr Anne-Marie Hibbert

Volunteers are needed to take over the following posts, as current representatives wish to retire as soon as possible: Allotment Warden, Tree Warden, so the Clerk was asked to advertise in the Newsletter for replacements.

73/08 Attendance and Apologies
Attendance:

Cllr S Ayling (Chairman)


Cllr C Fee


Cllr S Ritchie



Cllr D Hall


Cllr R Grant



Cllr P Banister

Cllr AM Hibbert



T Murrell (Clerk)

Apologies from Cllr Poll

4 members of the public, DCllr Cashman

74/08 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS

DCllr Cashman presented his report to the Council on the following items:

1) Apologies from CCllr Avril Davies, who will be attending the meeting on the 14th at Slapton regarding NATS TCN Consultation.
2) DCllr Cashman has been attending a training course on how to work effectively on a Scrutiny Committee to support the District Council and take matters forward.
Cllrs asked if there was any news on when the yellow lines would be painted in Station Road.  DCllr Cashman agreed to enquire and report back to the Clerk.

Cllr Ayling reported that he had downloaded a blog from the Cheddington website forum stating that the Station car parking fees had been increased and he asked DCllr Cashman to look into it on the Council’s behalf.
DCllr Cashman reported on a motion agreed by AVDC at its Meeting on Wednesday 30th April 2008 regarding activities at the Airfield in Cheddington Lane:
‘This Council notes that:

1)  The former Cheddington airfield is partly in three parishes, two districts and two counties.  

2)  Over recent years, a variety of planning applications have been made with respect to the site.  

This Council recognizes that: 

1)  It would be in the best interests of the local communities of  Cheddington, Marsworth and the other villages affected by any use or potential use of the site if a  way forward for the whole site could be agreed and negotiated with landowners where appropriate.  

2)  That this process should be led by AVDC in consultation with Dacorum council and the two county councils.  

This Council therefore asks its planning department to liaise with Bucks CC, Dacorum DC and Herts CC to this effect, after the decision on the current appeals is known, and to keep this Council’s Development Control Committee informed of progress.’ 

75/08 POLICE REPORT 

The Clerk has received a letter from Thames Valley Police dated 10th April, stating that there were no crimes reported in Cheddington during February and March 2008.

76/08 DISCLOSURES ON INTERESTS IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

Cllrs Grant and Ritchie disclosed an interest in an item of correspondence from Cheddington Village Hall Management Committee under Item 9 and Cllr Hall disclosed an interest in Item 19 Planning Application no. 08/00666/APP. 

77/08 MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON 2nd APRIL 2008

It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting and to authorise the Chairman to sign as a correct record.

78/08 MATTERS ARISING

OPF – Charity Field contaminated ditch – The Clerk has reported the problem to Bucks CC Highways, who will investigate.

Drain cover, Village Hall Car Park – The Clerk has reported this to Bucks CC Highways on Call, who will find out who is responsible for the repairs to the drain.

25/08 Silver Birch – The tree has been removed and the Clerk asked the Council to advise on the type of tree to be planted to replace it.  Council agreed the ornamental tree might be more suitable, but suggested she consult the Tree Warden.

28/08 Affordable Housing –  Hastoe Housing Association have invited representatives from the Parish Council to take part in the official opening of the scheme on Thursday, 5th June 3-5pm.  The Clerk said she would try to attend, as did Councillors.

40/08 Bolts to Green gates –  The Clerk will provide quotations for closure options as soon as possible.
46/08 Rat at allotments -  See Minute 86/08 below.
47/08 Camiers Appeal – The Clerk confirmed a letter had been sent to the Planning Inspectorate with Council’s comments regarding the appeal. The Council had been copied in on emails between CALM and CCllr Avril Davies, who was going to question cabinet at a meeting tomorrow about why no enforcement action has been taken so far, so that it is on record. The Clerk asked DCllr to find out if there was anything further to report on this and he agreed to make enquiries.

59/08 Mobile Library – The Council’s comments regarding the Mobile Library Stopping Places Review 2008 have been acknowledged by the Senior Operations Manager, Culture and Learning, Peter Mussett at Bucks CC.

60/08a) Village of the Year National Competition Presentation – The Clerk was asked to purchase chocolates for all the children who had taken part in the presentation to be accompanied by an letter of thanks for their participation. The Clerk has been informed by the Calor Village of the Year Organiser, Brian Challis that the competition is now complete and all presentations were excellent. Overall regional winners will be contacted this week, but not Regional Category winners.  These will be announced at the National Calor VOY Awards Event in London on 2nd December 2008.

79/08 CORRESPONDENCE, CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS AND NOTIFICATION OF MEETINGS:
· Invitation from The Army Presentation Team to an evening reception on Tues 27th May at the Civic Centre, Aylesbury 6.15pm-9pm. RSVP required. Noted, noone available to attend.

· Request for permission to use the recreation ground car park for the National Open Gardens on 22nd June was approved.

· Notification of AVDC free touring children’s entertainer visiting Cheddington on Friday, 15th August 2008, 11am. Noted.  The Clerk agreed to contact Tracy Mailes to find out if she would supervise again this year and then reply accordingly to AVDC.

· Request from Cheddington Village Hall Management Committee to hold ninth annual bonfire party at the recreation ground on 1st November 2008 and for closure of the field from 10am until 11pm. Permission was granted subject to the usual conditions. Invitation to the Management Committee AGM on 16th June 8pm Village Hall – Cllr Ayling said he would try to attend.

· Request from Cheddington Preschool for permission to use The Green for Pre School Teas on Thursday 1st May, 2-4pm. Permission granted.

· Notification of next Local Area Forum meeting at Edelsborough Memorial Hall on Wednesday 18th June 6.15pm. It was agreed that it was important to attend this meeting, now being held locally, on a regular basis. However, none of Cllrs present are able to attend. The Clerk was asked to see if Cllr Poll could attend.

· AVALC Information session on Rural Strategy will be held on Saturday, 3rd May 9am – 12.30pm at the Winslow Centre, Councillors and Clerks welcome. Noted.

· HM Revenue & Customs Local Authority Event Questionnaire to gauge interest in proposed Business Advice Open Day. No comment.
· Request for financial support received from Vitalise, organisation providing holidays for disabled people. Declined.
· Email from resident reporting that the owner of 31 Gooseacre had created a gated access onto the open space backing onto his property. Cllr Ayling agreed to inspect and report to the Clerk, who was instructed to write to the resident to ask him to remove the access onto Parish Council land.

· Invitation from AVDC to attend the Civic Service at St Mary’s Church Aylesbury on Sunday 15th June at 4pm. Noted.

80/08 RECEIVE REPORTS FROM WORKING GROUPS

a) Perfect Village Sunday. The Working Group were convening a meeting next week to discuss and organise the event, which takes place on Sunday 1st June on the Green between 2-5pm.  The Clerk is awaiting posters to advertise the event and will put a copy in the Newsletter and on the website, as well as in the village shop and on the Parish Council notice board in Cheddington and Mentmore.

b) Fete Participation. The Working Group had circulated an email to Cllrs with recommendations for discussion.  It was agreed that the Parish Council’s participation should be used as a platform to inform the community about the Parish Council, as well as to accept suggestions and comments from visitors to the stand.  Cllr Grant agreed to have a look for the Parish Council display boards in the Pavilion loft.

c) Luton Airspace and Heathrow expansion plans.  Cllrs Ayling and Ritchie had had various meetings with John Lowen, resident of Mentmore, with extensive knowledge on the issues. The Working Group had drafted letters to NATS in response to the TCN Consultation document and also to John Bercow MP, which had been circulated to Cllrs for their consideration. It was agreed the Clerk should send the letters off without alteration, with a copy also going to Sir Beville Estania at AVDC and DCllr Cashman would find let the Clerk know his contact details.

d) Tubs and Troughs. It was agreed to defer this item as funds might be required for Safe Walk/Cycle project.

81/08 FINANCIAL MATTERS

a) There was a discussion about the standard of grass cutting by the new contractors, Limestone Landscapes and the Clerk was asked to write to them with a formal complaint as they are not cutting up to hedges and the equipment being used is not in accordance with the Council’s specification. Payments in accordance with financial report (Appendix 1) were approved and signed.

b) The Clerk explained that she was awaiting the final invoice from EON up to the end of March 2008 and would revise the figures accordingly on receipt. It was agreed that the Finance Working Group should finalise the figures at their meeting and made their recommendations on the amount to be recharged to the sports clubs at the June meeting.

c) The Clerk presented an insurance renewal quotation with Norwich Union, which showed a saving of 15% with an additional 5% if the Council is prepared to commit to a 3-year contract.  It was resolved that if the cost was also fixed for 3 years, the Clerk should accept a 3-year contract with Norwich Union. The Clerk asked whether the Council wished to insure any of the streetlights at a cost of £43 per 10 lights covered.  The Council decided not to insure any lights.

d) The Council discussed the draft Receipts and Payments to 31st March 2008 presented by the Clerk and it was agreed the Finance Working Group would meet before the June meeting to finalise the figures for approval at the next meeting.

e) Request for financial support from the Methodist Church for the toilet refurbishment was discussed and it was agreed the Hall is an important community facility and should receive Parish Council support.  It was resolved to donate £500 to the project.
82/08 REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS

Y4Y Financial Position -  Cllr Hibbert presented an overview of the Youth4Youth’s current financial position to the Council.

Cllr Hibbert stepped in to sort out Club’s finances.  Of the £500 donated by the Parish Council, £180 was allocated for Youth Leader training with Action for Youth.  The balance covered village hall hire and affiliation costs.  The club intends to apply to the Community Chest fund for money to replace equipment used at the village hall. The Tuck Shop has made a small profit. The club does not envisage running activities this summer, although another Graffiti Workshop will take place, but will be self-funding. The group is currently in debt and owes the Youth Club Association £180, so does require additional funding if it is to continue. Attendance numbers are currently 12-15, who pay £1.50 each per twice-monthly session. Village Hall hire is £17.03, insurance and affiliation costs £150.  It was agreed that the concept is important for the youth of the village and the Youth Council will help.  The Council asked Cllr Hibbert to see what funding can be raised and let the Parish Council know if and when support is needed.

83/08  SPEED CALMING PROPOSALS

It was agreed to defer this item until the July meeting.

84/08 DATE OF VILLAGE WALK

Cllrs agreed to meet at 7.30pm on Tuesday, 24th June at the Recreation Ground to carry out their inspection of the village.

85/08 SAFE WALK/CYCLE PROJECT

It is still uncertain, whether the scheme is eligible for Community Chest Funding as there appears to be a difference of opinion within AVDC departments, as to whether Bucks CC Highways has a statutory responsibility for this stretch of road. If the scheme is not eligible the Council agreed that it did not necessary want to spend all the Section 106 money from the Affordable Housing scheme, when the project could not be completed.  The Clerk explained that Highways have confirmed they are ready to proceed with Phases 1 & 2, taking the path to the first public footpath along the road on the right leading to Marsworth, but want the Parish Council to commit all the 106 money plus £5k from Parish Council reserves.  The Council agreed that the Clerk should request a schedule of works from Bucks CC Highways, including proposed start date, a lead-time statement and duration of works.

86/08 ALLOTMENTS

The Clerk received an email from Cllr Fee, who had received some advice on how to deal with the problem of rats at the allotments, which appear to be attracted by the waste in the plastic compost bins. It was agreed that the Clerk should put this information in the Parish News in next months’ newsletter and also in the letter sent out to allotment tenants in September with the invoice for the next year’s rent.

87/08 RISK ASSESSMENT

Cllr Banister asked that a number of items be retained and not deleted, which was agreed and it was resolved to adopt the revised Risk Assessment.

88/08 PLANNING MATTERS

To note planning applications and decisions:

Received: 08/0653/APP Glebe House, Station Road – Dormer window. The Planning working group recommended no objection to this application, which was agreed.

Permitted: 08/00503/APP 7 Lammas Road – single storey side extension, first floor side extension and replace flat roof with pitched roof over part of existing first floor. Noted.

Refused:  08/00666/APP 5 Station Cottages – Conversion of 2 storey side extension to form self contained dwelling. Noted

Withdrawn: 08/00736/APP 31 Brownlow Lane – Conversion of dwelling to form 2 dwellings. Noted.
89/08 FORWARD PLAN ITEMS

a) Tree Survey/Maintenance – receive recommendations from Cllrs following review of report from Tree Warden 2006 and AVDC 2003 circulated in mail. It was agreed to defer this item to the next meeting.

b) Registration of Council land/open spaces. The Finance Working Group agreed to look at this at their next meeting and make recommendations to the Council at the next meeting.

c) Support VHMC proposals for improvements. It was resolved to pay the £2100 agreed in the budget.

d) Youth Activities. This item was discussed and agreed under Minute 82/08 above.

e) Support Summer Playscheme. The Clerk had received a letter requesting financial support for this year’s scheme and it was agreed to pay the £1200 agreed in the budget.

f) Fourth Phase Lighting Improvements/Lighting Maintenance. This item was deferred until the June meeting.
90/08 REPORT ON URGENT MATTERS

Cllr Banister reminded the Council that judging for the Best Kept Village would be taking place sometime between end of May and July and the Clerk was asked to put a notice in the Newsletter requesting the removal of fly posting after events have taken place.

Residents of Brownlow Lane complaining about the car parking problems had approached Cllr Ayling. Council agreed that this was outside the Parish Council’s jurisdiction and the complainant should contact police and Bucks County Council Highways Dept.
91/08 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Wednesday 4th June 2008 at 7.45 pm in the Village Hall side room.  There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.35pm. 

Signed (Chairman) …………………………………………………..


Date:…………………….
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