CHEDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING HELD ON 6TH MAY 2009

AT 7:45pm IN THE VILLAGE HALL SIDE ROOM

OPEN PUBLIC FORUM

82/09 Election of Chairman

Cllr Ritchie was proposed by Cllr Ayling and seconded by Cllr Hall.  Cllr Ritchie accepted and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office accordingly.

83/09 Election of Vice Chairman

Cllr Grant was proposed by Cllr Banister and seconded by Cllr Ayling.  Cllr Grant accepted and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office accordingly.

84/09 Appointment of Representatives

The following appointments were agreed:

Recreation Ground Fence – Cllr Ayling

Planning Working Group – Cllrs Hall, Hibbert and Ritchie

Recreation Ground/Pavilion – Cllrs Ritchie, Grant and Hibbert

Play Equipment Inspector – Cllr Hibbert

Finance Working Group – Cllrs Ritchie, Grant, Ayling and Banister

Village Hall Management Committee – Cllr Fee

Street Light Warden – Cllr Fee

Rights of Way Group – Mick Chandler and David Simpson

Aylesbury Vale Local Area Forum – 2 Councillors in rotation

Aylesbury Vale Transport Users Group – Joan Ward and DCllr Cashman

War Memorial/Flag Pole – Ian Banister and Cllr Banister

Youth Council – Cllr Hibbert

Tree Warden – Simon Lancaster

Community Speed Watch – Cllr Poll

Clock Winding – Mr D Johnson

Townlands Trust – Cllr Banister, Steve Fox and Stuart Minall

Handyman – Chris Lovesay

Beacon Villages – Cllr Banister

The Allotment Warden, Malcolm Lee has given notice that he wishes to stand down as Warden at the end of August, 2009.  The Clerk was asked to contact his suggested successors and advertise the vacancy again in the newsletter.

85/09 Attendance and Apologies
Attendance:

Cllr S Ayling (Chairman)


Cllr R Grant

Cllr C Poll



Cllr C Fee





Cllr P Banister



Cllr AM Hibbert

Cllr S Ritchie



Cllr D Hall

T Murrell (Clerk)

4 members of the public

Apologies from DCllr Corrie Cashman and CCllr Avril Davies.

86/09 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS

Apologies received, both Cllrs are attending an important District Council Meeting on the Core Strategy. Report on housing development in Aylesbury Vale 2006-2026 received and attached to Minutes. 

87/09 POLICE REPORT

Not available and no representative from Thames Valley Police present. The Clerk had been informed of a recent burglary in Church Lane by PCSO Christine Baker, followed by an attempted burglary in Pitstone, but as yet no details received.

88/09 DISCLOSURES ON INTERESTS IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

Cllr Grant Item 24c. 

89/09 MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON 1st APRIL 2009

It was then RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting and to authorise the Chairman to sign as a correct record.

90/09 REPORT FROM YOUTH COUNCIL

No representative present.

91/09 BALL GAMES ON LAND ADJACENT TO ALLOTMENTS

Cllr Hibbert informed the Council that the subject was discussed at the recent Youth Council meeting. She suggested that one way towards tackling the problem, might be to invite Youth4Youth members to take part in a tour of the allotments and show them the damage that can be done to plants and produce when balls land on the allotments or when they are retrieved. Another idea was to open up a plot for the young people to cultivate as part of Youth Club activities.  Cllrs agreed to meet at the Village Hall with Youth4Youth members at 8pm at the end of the forthcoming Village Walk on 16th June for a tour of the allotments.  Cllr Hibbert agreed to make the arrangements. Council agreed to monitor the effectiveness of the new signs that have been erected and also asked the Clerk to put a note in the newsletter.

92/09 CLERK’S REPORT ON MATTERS ARISING

71/09 Clerk has not yet received a response to her letter from Val Letheren.

The Clerk’s letter to the Local Area Forum has been acknowledged.

72/09 The new allotment signs have been erected.

12/09 The water leak at the Green has been repaired, but there is still a leak in Station Road, which the Clerk will follow up.

69/09 The Clerk informed the Council of the Play in the Parish dates for the summer:

· AVDC free Children’s Entertainer will visit the Village Hall on Friday, 7th August at 11am.  The hall has been booked and Tracey Mailes has agreed to supervise the event.

· Play in the Parish at The Green on the following dates: Wednesday 22nd July 10am-12.30pm, Monday 27th July 2pm-4.30pm, Thursday 13th August 2pm-4.30pm and Wednesday 26th August 10am-12.30pm. Cllrs Hibbert and Ritchie agreed to open Methodist Hall for toilets and Green fence for vehicle access. The Methodist Hall has been booked accordingly.

· AVDC TUFFS scheme offering free sports activities for 11-16 year olds to be held at the recreation ground on 29th July from 11am until 1pm.

73/09 Best Kept Village entry has been submitted.  Judging will take place in June.

93/09 CORRESPONDENCE, CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS AND NOTIFICATION OF MEETINGS:

· AVDC Children’s Entertainer to visit Cheddington on Friday 7th August 11 am. Noted.

· BCC details of new Family Information Service consultation from April until 1st June 2009. Noted. 

· Aylesbury Vale Transport Users Group meeting on Tuesday 21st April 2009. Noted

· BCC Message in a Bottle Scheme advertisements. Bottles available from Masons Stores.

· Advise Council of dates for Summer Play in Parish and agree keyholder. See minute 69/09
· Email request from Cheddington Village Hall Management Committee to hold the 10th Annual Bonfire Party at the recreation ground on 7th November 2009 and closure of ground from 10am until 11pm.  Permission granted subject to usual terms.

· Email request from WI to use the Green on 15th May to set up a stall for the sale of produce.  Proceeds going to Gaddesden Place Riding for the Disabled Centre and WI funds. Permission granted.

94/09 REPORTS FROM WORKING GROUPS

a) Perfect Village Sunday. The working group did not manage to meet, so the Council agreed that due to shortage of time and lack of available dates, this item would be put on the 2010/11 Forward Plan.
b) Speed Calming. The working group recommended that any decision be deferred until Cllrs had reviewed the proposed location for the double chicane on the forthcoming village walk.  It was also decided that Council should see the affect of regular speed watch operation before purchasing vehicle activated signs, as it is the general opinion of the Council that regular operation will deter offenders.  Cllr Poll presented data from recent community speed watch sessions, when a record number of vehicles were recorded travelling over the speed limit (4 of which were Cheddington residents) and one vehicle speed was recorded at 42mph. Cllr Poll is demonstrating the equipment at the School Fun Day on Sunday. 
95/09  FINANCIAL MATTERS

a) Cllr Fee queried the VAT on the insurance payment, which the Clerk agreed was an error and was deleted. Payments were then agreed in accordance with financial report (Appendix 1)

b) Council discussed draft Pavilion Recharges proposals and asked the Clerk to apply to sports groups for the following recharges: Tennis Club £250 plus tennis club lights £570.50, so a total of £820.50. Football Club £250, Bowls and Petanque Clubs £75 each.

c) Receipts and Payments to 31st March 2008 were presented to the Council and the Clerk explained that figures had not yet been finalised.  It was agreed that the Finance Working Group would meet to discuss the figures before the next meeting. The Council agreed with the Clerk’s recommendation to instruct the same Internal Auditor as last year, Lorna Harvey, who is an experienced Clerk of many years.  The Clerk explained that the Internal Auditor’s cheque for last year’s audit had not been banked, so she would reissue at the next meeting.

d) The Council considered the quotation for a village ‘WELCOME’ sign from Leighton Buzzard based Signs of the Times at £590 plus £142.83 for fixing posts and it was decided to defer this item until a decision is made about the next phase of the safe walk/cycle project.

e) The Clerk presented approximate costings for 5th phase lighting improvements amounting to £4230. The budget for the next phase of improvements is £5400, so the Council agreed to ask the Clerk to proceed with the work on receipt of a fixed price from EDF. The clerk was asked to write to residents at 10a The Green to inform them that the concrete column on their property will be replaced and relocated to the footpath and also to the resident in Leeches Way to inform him that the concrete column will be removed.   Cllrs will mark the location of the new column on the corner of Manor Pound Road on the forthcoming village walk.

f) Ian Bonham’s quotation for railway line side fence repairs at a cost of £375 was considered and accepted by the Council.  It was agreed to instruct Ian Bonham to proceed.

g) The fencing contractor discovered damaged to one of the concrete posts, obviously done by the hedge contractor last year and his quotation for the additional repairs to allotment fence was presented to the Council.  It was agreed that the Council would inspect the damage on the Village Walk and consider the options for discussion at the July meeting.

h) The Handyman is obtaining a price to replace one of the litterbin liners, which he will submit to the Clerk for consideration at the June meeting.

96/09 REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS

Youth4Youth

Cllr Hibbert informed the Council that Y4Y would be closed for 2-3 weeks, because the CEO of Action for Youth has insisted on 3 CRB checked adults being present.  Y4Y organisers are also putting necessary policies in place during this time.

97/09 VILLAGE WALK 

A provision date was made for the Village Walk – 16th June 7pm starting at the recreation ground, with a view to meeting Youth4Youth members at the Village Hall at 8pm for a walk around the allotments.

98/09 EMAIL PROCEDURES

Council agreed that email should only be used as a method for passing information and not to debate issues. It was further agreed that emails should not be sent on to anyone outside the Council and Clerk unless agreed by the sender.

99/09 MOWING PROBLEMS

Due to the recent unsatisfactory mowing, the Council agreed to accept the contractors offer to carry out a free cut and other works this week and then to revert back to the published schedule of cuts. The Clerk was asked to advise Cllrs when the work is complete so that they may inspect. The Clerk has asked the contractors to ensure the Village Hall grounds are cut before the Village Fete in July.

100/09 LOCAL AREA FORUM

Cllrs Ritchie and Poll agreed to represent Cheddington at the next Local Area Forum meeting, being held in Edelsborough Memorial Hall on 20th May at 7pm.  This is an important meeting, since a decision is going to be made about distribution of the Delegated Budget and Cheddington’s bid for the next phase of the safe walk/cycle project.

101/09 SPEED LIMIT REVIEW AREA 13

Cllrs Fee and Banister have agreed to attend the Area Briefing Meeting on 19th May in Pitstone.

102/09 RECYCLING BINS

AVDC offer additional bins for recycling plastics, paper and cans at no charge, which the Council agreed with be a good idea and the Clerk was instructed to make the necessary arrangements. 

103/09 ALLOTMENT RENTS 2009/10

Rents for 2009/10 were agreed at the August 08 meeting as follows:

Full plot @ £19, ¾ plot @ £15, ½ plot @ 11, ¼ plot @ £7.  Over 60’s at half rental and plot holders from outside Cheddington @ £30 per plot.

Council agreed the following increased rents for 2010/11 from 1st October 2010:

Full plot @ £20, ¾ plot @ £16, ½ plot @ £12, ¼ plot @ £8. Over 60’s at half rental and plot holders from outside Cheddington @ £30 per plot.
Due to continued demand for allotments, the Allotment Warden recommended to the Council that a further plot be opened up to accommodate people on the waiting list.  Council agreed and asked the Clerk to inform the Warden accordingly.

104/09 PLANNING MATTERS 
To note planning applications and decisions:

Received: 09/00571 6 Chaseside Close – Provision of dropped kerb for vehicular access onto Mentmore Road and driveway

09/00720/APP and 09/0721/ALB 22 Mentmore Road – Demolition of workshop building and link structure and erection of replacement 2-storey extension incorporating double garage. Erection of part 2, part first floor and part single storey extension to eastern end, removal of chimney and insertion of dormer window. The working group recommended no objection.  Clerk to add comment the following comment: Apex of extension is above existing roofline.

105/09 FORWARD PLAN ITEMS

· Tree planting and maintenance. The new volunteer Tree Warden, Simon Lancaster presented his report to the Council and it was agreed to consider the recommendations on the forthcoming Village Walk. Mr Lancaster will be receiving some training soon with AVDC Tree Officer. The Clerk was asked to pass details of the Council’s tree surgeon, Love & Stileman, to Mr Lancaster and to contact the Scout Group to find out more about the hedge that has recently been laid. The Council thanked Mr Lancaster for his efforts so far.

· Youth Activities/Equipment at recreation ground. Cllr Hibbert agreed to discuss with Youth4Youth members and the Youth Council about the types of static keep fit equipment available and get their views to make recommendations to the Council at the next meeting.

· Support VHMC proposed village hall improvements. Council agreed the Clerk should raise a cheque for £2200, as per the budget, for signature at the June meeting.

· Picnic Tables. It was agreed to defer this item until a decision about the construction of the next phase of the footpath has been made.
106/09 REPORT ON URGENT MATTERS

A provisional date set for Village of Year working group meeting Monday 18th May 8pm, Clerk to confirm by email.

The clerk informed the Council that a resident of Barkham Close had expressed a wish to donate a bench for the new paved area outside his bungalow and asked the Clerk to find out the cost.  The Clerk is liasing with the gentleman concerned.

107/09 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Wednesday 3rd June 2009, 7.45 pm in the Village Hall side room. Cllr Hall gave her apologies for next meeting, as she will be on holiday. There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.10pm.

Signed:
Stuart Ritchie






Date: 3rd June 2009 

Chairman
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