CHEDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 5th NOVEMBER 2008

AT 7:45pm IN THE VILLAGE HALL SIDE ROOM

OPEN PUBLIC FORUM

No questions from the public.

The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.50pm.

183/08 Attendance and Apologies
Attendance:

Cllr S Ayling (Chairman)


Cllr R Grant

Cllr D Hall  



Cllr C Poll


Cllr C Fee



Cllr S Ritchie


Cllr AM Hibbert



T Murrell (Clerk)

4 members of the public, DCllr Corrie Cashman.

Apologies for absence from Cllrs Banister

184/08 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS

DCllr Cashman presented his report on the following:

Cheddington Station meeting 4.11.08

Car park:

London Midland have got some additional funding to improve car-parking facilities at stations and Cheddington looks like a good candidate for it.  The area to the left as you drive into the car park could be tarmaced and used for additional parking.  The whole car park will be re-lined and potholes filled.

There is always space in the car park because commuters park in nearby roads.  Passengers using Cheddington Station also come from surrounding villages including Mentmore and Long Marston.

The Station Environment Fund will enable Cheddington station to be refurbished including:

· Information screens by May 2009

· Auto PA - spring 2009

· Toilets refurbished – May 2009

· Car park improvements by May 2009

· Help points will be put in enabling passengers to speak to staff at Birmingham Station and eventually there will be a camera link.

· The booking office is also to be refurbished – May 2009

The ticket machine has been broken into and has now been temporarily removed.  

Bike shed:

This is well used but would benefit from having the newer style bike stands, as these are more secure and installing CCTV.  There is ample space for an additional bike shed nearer to the platform.  A shed for 12 bikes would cost approx. £10,000.  London Midland may be able to provide some funding towards this. This will be brought to the attention of Cheddington Parish Council at its next meeting on 5th November. It was noted that initiatives such as this (i.e. the train company working in partnership with Parish Councils and possibly entering into matched funding commitments) would have to involve all parish councils in the Station’s catchment area, some of whom were over the county boundary in Hertfordshire. Inviting them and London Midland to a Local Area Forum meeting might be the most effective way of considering such initiatives. This could also afford Parish Councils the opportunity to consider including such projects in their Parish Plans.

Consultation: 

We have asked if a representative from London Midland will come to the Great Brickhill, Wing & Ivinghoe LAF once a year to provide updates, etc.  We suggest that cross border parishes are also invited. This could help to resolve some of the communication/consultation problems that local communities have experienced with London Midland.

Car Park Charges:

London Midland will look into the level and range of charges taking into account the circumstances peculiar to Cheddington Station (i.e.: the car park is rarely more than 60% full and a significant amount of people using the station will not park there because of the level of charge and the availability of alternative free parking outside the station.)

Joined – Up Thinking:

Concern was expressed about an apparent lack of this. For example what could be done to encourage train users to park in the station car park rather than on the road. There should be a joint approach by all stakeholders (train company, parish councils etc) to solve this problem for the benefit of all the community). 

London Midland.

That a copy of the above points be sent to London Midland Partnership Manager who attended this meeting.
166/08 POLICE REPORT 

PCSO Jackie Dodson attended the meeting, apologies from PCSO Christine Baker. Cheddington had a relatively quiet Halloween, but 2 burglaries have been reported over the past few weeks.  Police wish to set up a permanent base in local area and are looking for a small, secure space to rent (office, house, shop). Police are still dealing with some mixed reactions and issues with the parking in Station Road, which they are trying to resolve. Jake Houchen and Cllr Hibbert requested the presence of the police at the next Youth4Youth and Youth Council meeting and the Clerk agreed to pass contact email addresses to Jake, so that he could email the details of the meeting to PCSO Christine Baker.

185/08 DISCLOSURES ON INTERESTS IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

None

186/08 MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON 3rd SEPTEMBER 2008

It was then RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting and to authorise the Chairman to sign as a correct record.

187/08 MATTERS ARISING

132/08 The Clerk is making enquiries into noise and vibration monitors to monitor levels in properties along the High Street.

156/08 Wicksteed’s engineers have inspected the fault with the new roundabout surface and confirm that it will be rectified as soon as possible.

160/08 The agreement has been signed by the residents of 33 Goose Acre regarding rear access onto Parish Council open space

162/08 Network Rail has responded to the Parish Council’s complaint about contractors using the Village Hall car park to access the railway line for repairs and have confirmed that the matter is being looked into. The Clerk provided registration numbers of the vehicles in question.

177/08 The Clerk has received a final account from BCC for the Safe Cycle/Footpath, which indicates a total cost of approx. £33.5k. It was agreed that a meeting should be arrange with BCC Highways to discuss Phase 3 funding, so that the Finance Working Group can put together a bid to the Local Area Forum for funding from the Delegated Budget.  Deadline for submissions is 31st December, 2008.

172/08 PA Marketing has been instructed to refresh car park markings at the recreation ground.

J Pratt has completed annual hedge cutting.

173/08 The Clerk informed the Council that the new footpath in Pitstone was funded £25k from Local Area Fund and £8k from BCC Highways.

131/08 Byelaws finalised, awaiting confirmation to enable Clerk to advertise amendments.

159/08 Village Walk – The Clerk has received one quotation for repair of floodlight to illuminate youth shelter but is awaiting a second for discussion at December meeting.
.

188/08 CORRESPONDENCE, CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS AND NOTIFICATION OF MEETINGS:

· Email from Mick Waterhouse thanking Parish Council for new footpath. Noted.

· Invitation to Bucks Rural Affairs Group Conference 24th November 2pm Missenden Abbey. Noted.

· Details of CPRE ‘Stop the Drop’ anti-litter campaign asking for Parish Council support. Noted.

· Notification of date of G2C2 Adult Social Care Surgeries in 2008, none in our area. Noted.

· News Statement from BCC regarding £5m deposit with Icelandic banks, circulated to Cllrs.

· Email from AVDC notifying of cut 9 by mowing contractors. Noted.

· Invitation to BALC 60th AGM November 14th 7.30pm Judges Lodgings, County Hall, Aylesbury. Noted

· Notification of next Aylesbury Vale Transport Users Group meeting 11th November 2pm County Hall. Joan Ward to attend with DCllr Cashman.

· Notification Aylesbury Vale Association of Local Councils AGM, Civic Centre, Aylesbury 8th November 10am. Noted.

· Application forms for Parish Touring Schemes 2009 received from AVDC. The Clerk was asked to apply for both events.

· Letter of thanks from Mr & Mrs Horn for contribution to cost of outside light. Noted.

· Notification from AVDC regarding Play in Parish Easter 2009 8th April 10-12am. Cllr Hibbert offered to be keyholder for the event and the Council agreed to fund the cost of hall hire.

· Notification from BCC of Local Area Forum Delegated Budget Schemes 2009/10. Finance Working Group will meet to discuss Council’s bid following meeting to be arranged with BCC Highways regarding next phase of Safe Walk/Cycle Project.

· Email request from resident at 50 Gooseacre, asking for silver birch tree outside the house to be trimmed. Clerk to instruct Handyman.

189/08 RECEIVE REPORTS FROM WORKING GROUPS

Cllr Grant reported that one of the Pavilion water heaters and probably also the second, needs replacing. The cylinder is in poor condition, the element has gone and the Clerk will be provided with a specification in order to obtain quotations for the replacement cylinders. Only one cylinder is currently operational and the Football Club has been informed.

190/08 FINANCIAL MATTERS

a) It was RESOLVED to agree payments in accordance with financial report (Appendix 1).

b) Finance Working Groups recommendations for the 2009/10 Draft Budget and 5 Year Plan were presented to the Council for consideration. It has been suggested that £10k be taken out of reserves, so with additional funding of £15k from third party funders yet to be approached and some funding from BCC Highways would mean that phase 3 of the safe walk/cycle path could be completed. The Councils total reserves remain healthy.  It was resolved to agree the first draft for final approval at the December meeting.

c) Consider quotations for fourth phase lighting improvements. It was agreed to proceed with replacement of 2 old concrete columns in Barkham Close and to install an additional column on the grassed area where New Street meets Manor Road.  Cllrs Fee and Ayling agreed to mark the exact location of the new column and to let the Clerk know when this has been done, so that contractors can be instructed.

d) The Council agreed that the total cost to replace the bench was too high and agreed that the existing bench could be repaired, so the Clerk was asked to organise the work with the Handyman. The Clerk was also asked to instruct the Handyman to cut back the overgrown hedge surrounding the bench on Station Road.

e) National salary awards for Council Clerks. It was agreed to discuss outside public domain following the meeting.

191/08 REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS

Youth Council Report

Jake Houchen, Chairman of the Youth Council informed the Council that tasks had been delegated to members of the Council and an email address set up.  The Council has been approached by Cheddington School to help with their Gambian Project.  Some grants for the proposed skate park have been applied for and they are also approaching local businesses for support.  A quotation amounting to £30k has been received from Wicksteed, but they will be getting alternative quotations and the Clerk offered to provide details of other suppliers to approach, plus details of other funding sources and fundraising workshops currently being run by AVDC. Cllr Ayling said the Parish Council would do what it could to help.

192/08 Youth4Youth Report

Cllr Hibbert told the Council that financial assistance had been forthcoming from AVDC, the Townlands Trust as well as the Parish Council, so that Y4Y is now on a sound financial footing and requires no further financial support from the Parish Council at this time. All outstanding bills have been paid, Y4Y has a budget for equipment, the membership has doubled and the question of additional parental support has been delegated to other members of the Committee, but support is being provided by Youth Workers and the Youth Clubs Association.

193/08 Twinning Cheddington

Cllr Hall suggested it might be a good idea to twin Cheddington with a village in Europe.  It was agreed that Cllrs Hall and Hibbert would form a Working Group to look into this and the Clerk was asked to put an article in the next Newsletter to gauge villager’s support for the idea for discussion at the January 2009 meeting.

194/08 Freedom of Information Act Model Scheme

The Parish Council agreed to adopt the new Model Publication Scheme; a copy will be published on the Parish News web page. Accordingly the Parish Council will make a charge to the public for copy documents -  £1 for the first page and £0.20p for additional pages.  Requests for copies of documents archived at the Bucks County Council’s Records Office in Aylesbury will be charged at £50 per request. The Public may view archived documents at the BCC Records Office by appointment free of charge and all agendas and minutes can be viewed on the Parish Council website.
195/08 COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH

Cllrs monitored traffic in the High Street again on a Saturday morning in November and were astounded by the high number of vehicles registered travelling at over 35mph within a 2-hour period (11). Two further volunteers joined the team for a further 2 hours and caught another 2.  Of the vehicles caught, police were unable to get a trace on 2, 1 vehicle was local to Pitstone, 2 to Leighton Buzzard, 1 Aston Clinton, 1 Aylesbury, 1 Hockcliffe and 1 Rushton, Northamptonshire. Scheme Manager, Cllr Poll said that more volunteers are needed to enable him to draw up a regular rota and the Clerk was asked to continue to advertise in the Newsletter.

196/08 SPEED CALMING PROPOSALS

It was agreed to set up a Working Group, to which all Cllrs will be invited in order to discuss the results of the BCC Questionnaire on the proposed pinch point and the way forward.

197/08 VILLAGE WEBSITE

The Clerk reminded Cllrs that some of the Parish Council pages of the village website are out of date.  The Clerk asked Jake Houchen, Chair of the Youth Council to update the Youth Council page and she will approach Cllr Banister regarding copy for the Allotments page.

198/08 PLANNING MATTERS - To note planning applications and decisions:

Received: 08/01146/AOP Grebe Canal Cruises, Pitstone Wharf– Site for 4 dwellings with garages


Permitted: 08/01989/APP 50 Gooseacre – single storey rear extension

08/01995/APP 53 Lammas Road – two-storey side extension

08/02046/APP 35 Lammas Road – single storey front extension
06/01571/APP 46 High Street – Alleged unauthorised breach of approved details. AVDC has closed the investigation due to the new amendments to the General Permitted Development Order, as it is not considered expedient to pursue the matter further.

The Clerk was asked to find out about the recent planning application for a change of use of the former substation land to inclusion within residential curtilage adjacent to 6 Church Lane.

199/08 REPORT ON URGENT MATTERS 

Cllr Grant agreed to lay the Remembrance Day Wreath at the Service on Sunday 9th.

The Clerk asked the Council if they would agreed to Mentmore Parish Council sharing printing cost, rather than replacing the Mentmore printer, which was agreed on a cost per copy basis.

200/08 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Wednesday 3rd December 7.45 pm in the Village Hall side room. There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.40pm, so that the Council could consider item 8e) on the agenda outside the public domain. 

Signed (Chairman) …………………………………………………..


Date:…………………….
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