CHEDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 4th NOVEMBER 2009

AT 7:45pm IN THE VILLAGE HALL SIDE ROOM

OPEN PUBLIC FORUM

Request received from member of Preschool Committee to use part of the car park at the recreation ground on Saturday, 14th November for a car wash and car winter check fundraising event. Council agreed to discuss under matters arising.
Request for cardboard recycling unit.  The Clerk will investigate.

Dave Stevens, Explorer Scouts Leader explained the ideas put forward by the Explorer Scouts as part of their Christmas challenge.  The favoured project would be an illuminated wooden tableau on a Christmas theme. The cost of materials would be around £80 and the Scouts would be grateful for Parish Council support. Council agreed to discuss the proposals under matters arising. 

199/09 Attendance and Apologies
Attendance:

Cllr C Poll



Cllr C Fee





Cllr P Banister



Cllr R Grant
Cllr S Ritchie (Chairman) 

Cllr AM Hibbert

Cllr D Hall 



T Murrell (Clerk)

4 members of the public and DCllr Corrie Cashman
Apologies from Cllr Ayling
200/09 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS

District Councillor Cashman presented his report on the following items:

1) AVDC budget discussions are taking place.  Of the 25 million budget, 48% is from government grants, 33% Council Tax and 19% from charges made by the District and investments, which are considerably reduced as a result of very low interest rates. A maximum 4% increase has been proposed for 2010, which would be 9p per week for a band D household.  A decision will be made in 6 weeks time and the Parish Council will be kept informed.

2) The Core Strategy plan for housing development in the Vale from 2006-26, a total of 26,000 houses in and around Aylesbury and surrounding villages, has gone to the government inspector to examine and either accept or reject.  This would mean another 68 houses would need to be built in Cheddington over the next 17 years.
3) Sally Hussey of Bucks Community Action is looking into the provision of community buses, which would be in addition to the timetabled services already provided. The community would be involved in the provision of the service and if Parish Council’s are interested in finding out how they would go about this, she is offering to talk to Parish Council’s, who want to explore the idea.  Councillors agreed that it might be a good idea to invite her along to the Annual Parish Meeting in May 2010.

4) The Council expressed concerns about planning comment deadlines and DCllr Cashman has discussed this with Bill Nicholson from AVDC Planning Department.  He is aware and has suggested that Clerk’s should call the officer dealing with the application to request an extension for comment, rather than using email.

201/09 POLICE REPORT

There were no representatives from Thames Valley Police and the Clerk had nothing to report.

202/09 DISCLOSURES ON INTERESTS IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

None

203/09 MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON 7th OCTOBER 2009

It was then RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting and to authorise the Chairman to sign as a correct record.

204/09 CLERK’S REPORT ON MATTERS ARISING

1. Council discussed the proposals put forward by Dave Stevens, Explorer Scout Leader and agreed that the themed, illuminated wooden tableau project is a nice idea.  It was agreed that a good location for the tableau might be the grassed area on the corner of Church Lane and Cllr Banister offered to supply an electrical source.  Cllr Fee said that Cheddington Residents Association would be happy to support and donate half the funds needed for the project and the Parish Council agreed to offer up to £50 on submission of receipts.
2. Council considered the request from Preschool to use the car park at the recreation ground for a fund raising event.  Electricity and water could be obtained from the Pavilion. Council granted permission and agreed that meter readings should be taken before and after the event and Cllr Ritchie volunteered to sort out with Alan Blackburn from Preschool. 
3. Revised temporary bus timetables have been put on the Parish Council notice board and in the shop.

4. Cllrs Banister and Fee reported that the track to the Charity field has been cleared by residents, whose gardens back on to it.

5. Pavilion working group will inspect the floodlight illuminating the youth shelter on Saturday and report to the Clerk.

6. Cllr Banister raised concerns that the mowing contractors were not keeping to their schedule.  It was agreed to review the contract at the December meeting.

153/09 The Clerk asked Cllrs to have a look at the new Community Speed Watch signs and to let her know if they think they are too small.

185/09 The Allotment Warden has agreed to keep the allotment pages up to date on the village website. He has agreed to get in touch with National Garden Scheme organiser, Marjorie Jones regarding the allotment holder’s participation in the 2010 scheme. He turned off the water on 9th October and has supplied the Clerk with a meter reading.  He has asked the Clerk to terminate tenancies for various plots, that have not been cultivated and Council agreed that letters of termination should be sent accordingly.

187/09 The bark pit has been topped up; the price per bag was £68 as the quantity ordered was reduced. The handyman had help from resident with low loader, who was paid a gratuity for his help.

190/09 The Clerk has submitted a bit to the Delegated Budget 2010/11 for the sum of £6k towards the final phase of the Safe Walk Project.  Jackie Louch from BCC is contacting landowners on behalf of the Council to look at alternative methods of construction inside the boundary hedge on either side of the road from Seabrook Lane to the Canal at Cooks Wharf.

205/09 CORRESPONDENCE, CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS AND NOTIFICATION OF MEETINGS:
· Request from Dial-A-Ride Aylesbury for financial support. Declined.

· Email request from Panto Group to erect marquee to use as a dressing room at the production of the King and I in April 2010. Permission granted.

· Letter from NATS re Terminal Control North update. Noted. Letter to be circulated to Cllrs in mail.

· Invitation from Bucks Community Action to official launch of Wheels to Work on Friday 27th November at Quainton Memorial hall 11.30am until 1pm. Noted.

· Notification of BALC 61st AGM on Friday 13th November 7.30pm in Judges Lodgings, County Hall. Noted.

· Email notification of Youth4Youth AGM on Tuesday, 3rd November 8pm in Village Hall side room. Cllrs Poll and Ritchie attended.

· Notification from AVDC of Touring Arts and Holiday Activity Programmes for 2010/11. The Clerk was asked to apply for all activities.

· Notification of date of Y4Y EGM 17th November 8pm Village Hall side room.

· Play Around the Parish will visit Cheddington on Wednesday, 14th April 2010 10-12.30 in the Methodist Hall. The Clerk has booked the hall for the session.

206/09  FINANCIAL MATTERS

a) Agree payments in accordance with financial report (Appendix 1).
b) The revised draft Forward Plan 2010/2011 was approved.

c) The revised draft Budget/Precept Proposals 2010/2011 were discussed and it was agreed that reserves could be used for contingency items such as the proposed churchyard extension.  It was RESOLVED to accept the budget proposals to increase the Precept by 3% for 2010/11 to £50,746 in accordance with the 5 year plan.
Cllr Hibbert gave her apologies and left the meeting 9pm.

d) Council discussed the cost to repair Billy Goat Gruff Bridge and agreed to replace it with a Postman Pat train, as quoted by Wicksteed Leisure at a cost of £1040. However, the Clerk was asked to first find out the cost to remove the existing piece of equipment, both from Wicksteed and the village handyman.
e) It was resolved to increase the handyman’s hourly rate by £1 per hour from 1st December.
207/09 REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS
· The Clerk recently attended a Clerk’s Forum in Winslow. There was an enthusiastic presentation by the Bucks County Council’s Resilience Team on Emergency Management and Planning.  BALC is proposing to set up a pool of Clerks to provide Councils with cover for holidays and illness etc.  There is a new assessment process for the Local Area Forum Delegated Budget, which will be looking at the social impact of projects. 
· Beacon Villages report from Cllr Banister. The future of the Old School in Ivinghoe, currently hosting the nearest Post Office service to Cheddington, is very uncertain, although there may be a possibility to relocate the Post Office to other premises within the village. Plans for the path from Great Gap northwards to the moorings along the canal are going ahead. At the far end of the Airfield at Marsworth the old buildings are being refurbished for let without planning permission. British Waterways has put in a scheme for 14 houses next to the Fencrete site on the canal. The AGM of Beacon Villages will take place on 18th November 7.30pm at Pitstone Green Farm. Cllr Banister will attend.
· The Y4Y AGM 3rd November 8pm Village Hall was attended by Cllrs Poll and Ritchie. Chair, Anne-Marie Hibbert stood down and a new Chair and Committee is needed. The financial report showed that the club is currently solvent, which membership at around 30 children. The Treasurer holds all current documentation. An advert will be put in the next newsletter and a letter drop will be done around the village to encourage people to come forward to join the Committee.  A EGM will be held on 17th November 8pm at the Village Hall – Action for Youth will run the Youth Club on that evening.  Council agreed that this was an important facility for village children 11-18 years of age and should be supported.
· AVDC Transport Symposium attended by resident, Joan Ward and DCllr Cashman. The Local Area Plan, which is the outline plan for Aylesbury Vale for the next 15 years including housing, roads, transport, quality of life, economic growth, formed the basis of discussions at the Symposium. Concerns were raised in particular about traffic congestion in Aylesbury and it was suggested that a better bus service or park and ride might resolve the problems, but there was no positive response to the ideas. It was agreed that rural bus services should be kept and improved.
208/09 REPORTS FROM WORKING GROUPS

· A meeting of the Finance Working Group was held during the month to review the details of the Clerk’s vacancy and it was agreed it should be advertised on the Clerk’s forum clerksonline and by BALC (Bucks Association of Local Councils), in both the LBO and Bucks Herald newspapers as well as in the village newsletter. Deadline for applications is 15th November.  The working group agreed to meet on the 18th to review applications.  The interview panel will consist of Cllrs Grant, Hall and Ritchie with the Clerk in attendance and will be held at the Methodist Hall on Wednesday, 25th November 6-9pm.
209/09 COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH REPORT
Due to the lack of volunteers and recent weather conditions, there have been no more session recently.

Cllr Poll has had his CRB interview and informed that he must attend two 4 hour induction training sessions at Upper Heyford, which is the same as police volunteers and PCSOs and will involve computer input, Heath and Safety instruction. Cllr Poll will no longer be able to input data he has collected himself.
210/09 PLANNING MATTERS
a) To note planning applications and decisions:

09/01170/APP 1 Keepers Close – single storey rear extension, conversion of double garage into living accommodation and erection of detached double garage.  Permission granted.
09/01585/ACL 47 Lammas Road – Certificate of Lawfulness for proposed development received. Noted.
09/01539/APP 1 High Street – Minor amended plans received. No further consultation required. Noted
09/01940/APP 56 Church Hill – Erection of rear conservatory.  Council agreed not to object to the application.
09/01854/APP 53 Lammas Road – part single storey, part 2 storey side and single storey rear extensions. Council agreed not to object to the application.
b) The Clerk has received a response from AVDC regarding the investigation into Cranbrook House planning enquiry.  AVDC’s Planning Enforcement Officer does not consider that any breach of planning control has occurred and that the work has been authorised. Noted.
c) Planning Procedure.  Cllr Fee recommended that the Clerk inform all Cllrs by email of new applications, so that they can look at the plans on the AVDC website, which Council agreed was a good idea.
211/09 URGENT MATTERS

The Clerk reported that the Internal Auditor, Lorna Harvey, Clerk to Ivinghoe Parish Council, has retired, so the new Clerk for Cheddington will need to find a new one. 

Due to vandalism, the Village Hall has installed CCTV equipment.

212/09 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Wednesday 1st December 2009, 7.45 pm in the Village Hall side room. Cllrs Ritchie and Hall gave their apologies for the next meeting. There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.50pm
Signed: Stuart Ritchie







Date: 8th December 2009  
Chairman
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