CHEDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 1st OCTOBER 2008

AT 7:45pm IN THE VILLAGE HALL SIDE ROOM

OPEN PUBLIC FORUM

Concerns were expressed about the level of HGV traffic using the High Street at all hours of the day and particularly during the night. The noise and vibration caused by the undulating road surface consistently wakes residents living on route. The Clerk confirmed that the poor condition of the road has been reported to BCC Highways Department and she is currently investigating monitoring devices to measure the noise and vibration, as proof would be required in order to pursue any application for a weight limit enforcement. Evidence is currently only observational.

The Chairman opened the meeting at 8pm.

164/08 Attendance and Apologies
Attendance:

Cllr S Ayling (Chairman)


Cllr R Grant

Cllr P Banister  



Cllr C Poll


Cllr C Fee



Cllr S Ritchie


T Murrell (Clerk)

4 members of the public, DCllr Corrie Cashman.

Apologies for absence from Cllrs Hall and Hibbert

165/08 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS

DCllr Cashman presented his report on the following:

1) The subject of the white lines in Station Road was raised at the recent Local Area Forum meeting and as promised, the lines had been done by the end of September. However, despite numerous attempts by DCllr Cashman to talk to someone before the lines were painted, the work was done and queries about some of the lines had not been dealt with, so the residents concerned were very upset.  In DCllr Cashmans view this is a continuation of the appalling communication breakdown experienced throughout this process and an Officer at the meeting was asked to comment. His response was not satisfactory, but DCllr Cashman has been promised a written response and he will continue to remind them until he gets a reply. The white lines have been painted for a 6-month trial to see if they improve the parking problems in Station Road.  CCllr Avril Davies and DCllr Corrie Cashman will address the communication problems and the costs quoted for the work.

2) Cllr Banister asked if the District Council has adopted Partridge Close and DCllr Cashman said he would enquire and confirm.

166/08 POLICE REPORT 

No police attendance.

167/08 DISCLOSURES ON INTERESTS IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

None

168/08 MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON 3rd SEPTEMBER 2008

The Clerk made the following amendments to the Draft Minutes:

· Minutes 157/08 last sentence. Cllrs Poll and Grant agreed to risk assess operation of the equipment.

· Minutes 158/08 After further discussion the Clerk was asked to obtain a quotation from ABB/EON Ltd for installation of a new lamp on the corner of Manor Pound Road.

It was then RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting and to authorise the Chairman to initial the amendments and sign as a correct record.

169/08 MATTERS ARISING

132/08 The Clerk has contacted BCC HOC regarding monitoring devices and has been referred to Jacobs, but is still awaiting details.
156/08 The Clerk contacted Wicksteeds regarding their comments on the inspection report about the safety surfacing and is waiting for a call back.
157/08 Cost to insure speedwatch equipment £25, no extra for hiring out, but need to let insurers know who it is being rented to and ensure that operation of the equipment has been risk assessed by the hirer.

No response from other parishes regarding hire charge, although £100 per week seems an acceptable figure. Official letter from Ivinghoe-Aston parish to confirm request to hire.  The Clerk reminded Cllr Poll, Scheme Manager, that hiring parish will need CRB check to input data.

159/07 The Clerk has spoken to the Aylesbury Vale Housing Trust Barkham Close Warden, Chris Voller. Residents have concerns about Parish Council’s idea to plan something or put a bench in the concrete area in front of the bungalows.  The Warden agreed to consult with residents and get back to the Clerk. 

160/08 The Clerk asked Cllr Ayling to deliver the agreement to Mr & Mrs Dance at 33 Goose Acre regarding the rear access onto Parish Council land and to return a signed copy to the Clerk.
162/08 The Clerk is awaiting a reply from Network Rail regarding the Parish Council’s complaint about Network Rail contractors parking their vehicles in the Village Hall car park and accessing the railway land across Parish Council land without permission.

The Clerk informed the Council that the Community Service team have completed painting the Green and Methodist Chapel fence.  The total cost of materials and paint was £754.

170/08 CORRESPONDENCE, CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS AND NOTIFICATION OF MEETINGS:

· Invitation to Bucks Community Action AGM Tuesday, 14th October 7pm at Penn Street Village Hall. Noted

· Letter from Communities & Local Government regarding the making and enforcement of byelaws consultation published on 27th August, comments invited by Thursday 20th November. Noted

· Letter from Aylesbury Vale Housing Trust about a survey being conducted to measure external perception of the Trust. Comments required from Cllrs. No comment, Cllrs suggest AVHT ask residents concerned.

· Receipt of Cheddington Village Hall Report and Financial Statements to 31st March 2008 and 5-year business plan, to be circulated to Cllrs in mail.

· Invitation to Aylesbury Vale Association of Local Councils talk by Laurie Johnson of Bucks Community Action on Village Halls and Playing Fields on Thursday 30th October 7-9pm at The Winslow Centre Admission £5. RSVP to BALC required. Noted.

· Letter of thanks for financial support from Cheddington Play scheme with copy of annual report, to be circulated to Cllrs in mail.

· Invitation to Bucks Playing Fields Association AGM on Monday, 29th September at Aston Clinton Bowls Club. Noted.

· Notice of AGM of Wendover Arm Trust at the Aston Clinton Sports and Social Club on Wednesday, 29th October 8pm. Noted

· Request from Home-Start Aylesbury for financial support. Declined as not a village charity.

· Notification from AVDC that dog waste bin emptying charges have been reduced from £2.22 per bin per visit to £1.89 from 1st October, saving of 15%. Noted.

· Email from BALC asking for Cllrs views regarding the amendments to Part 10 of the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act amended Part 3 of LGA2000.  From 8th May any written complaints in respect of alleged breaches of the code of conduct applicable to Cllrs must be submitted to the Standards Committee of the district authority. Comments required. Cllrs had no comment to make.

· Email from BALC requesting views on gypsy and traveller needs. Public Consultation runs from 1st September until 21st November on plans for new, legal camping spaces for Gypsies. Comments requested.

· Email thanking Council for cutting back the trees in Goose Acre.

· Two invitations to representatives from Cheddington to attend the 2008 UK Calor Village of the Year Competition in London on 2nd December from 12 noon. Cllr Ritchie put forward Cllr Grant and his wife, who are very active members of the community. Cllr Grant accepted with thanks and will RSVP personally.

· Email to Clerk from resident of Pitstone interested in taking over from Les Cater as Tree Warden. They have been put in touch, but have not yet made contact. 

· Email from BALC requesting Cllrs views on the draft partnership Healthy Communities Strategy for Bucks. Comments required by 5th November. No comments.

171/08 RECEIVE REPORTS FROM WORKING GROUPS 

Due to unusually high charges for water at the Sports Pavilion on the advise of Anglian Water, Cllr Banister investigate the problem and found a leaking tap and hose in the changing rooms due to a seized washer.  Having fixed the faults, the water meterage was monitored and shows no evidence of further leakage.  It was agreed that a member of the Pavilion Working Group should regularly check the Pavilion for leaks.  The Clerk purchased 2 new sets of keys to the outside toilets and gave one set to Alan Penman/Cheddington Football Club.

172/08 FINANCIAL MATTERS

a) It was RESOLVED to agree payments in accordance with financial report (Appendix 1).

b) The Clerk presented a financial report for discussion showing latest financial year estimates. Income figures will be higher than predicted due to receipt of the Section 106 funds from Bucks County Council of £29375, £25000 of which was put towards Phases 1 and 2 of the new footpath to Cooks Wharf. Savings made on insurance and dog bin emptying will be spent on car park marking, a new bench at the recreation ground and increased utility costs. 

c) The 2008/9 Forward Plan was reviewed and ideas discussed for the 2009/10 Forward Plan to be included in next year’s budget. Additional items suggested were: items of equipment to improve youth fitness at the recreation ground, picnic tables at the Green, village events, skate park ramps/help with funding for mobile skate park, renovation of war memorial, reserves for railway line fence and continuation of footpath to Cooks Wharf and Mentmore spinney. A meeting of the Finance Working Group will be arranged to produce a draft Budget for 2009/10 and 5-year plan going forward for discussion at the November meeting.

d) The Council considered the quotation from ABB/EON for the fourth phase lighting improvements. The Clerk advised that she is still awaiting costings for transfer of services from EDF, so the item was deferred to the November meeting.

e) The Council agreed the quotation for hedge cutting @ £500. The Clerk was asked to ensure that the contractor makes a better job of the inside of the Village Hall hedge adjacent to the charity field track and to ask him to include the inside of the hedge on the High Street side of the old allotment field.

f) The Clerk presented 2 quotations for car park marking at recreation ground and the Council agreed to accept the lowest quotation from PA Markings at a cost of £525.

g) The Council approved the quotation to replace the broken bench at recreation ground at a cost of £429. The Clerk was asked to instruct the handyman to remove the broken bench and dispose of it.

h) The Clerk has asked ABB/EON to have a look at the floodlight illuminating the Youth Shelter and is awaiting a quotation. Item to be deferred to November meeting.

173/08 REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS

· Wing & Ivinghoe Local Area Forum meeting 30th September, 2008, Stewkley attended by Cllr Poll. In general Cllr Poll thought the meetings was less productive than previous meetings with too much pointless discussion. There was an interesting talk by Oxon County Council about agreeing permanent regulated traveller sites in Bucks. PCSOs attending stressed what a waste of time it was for them to continually attend meetings, when they should be freeing up officers and not taking on more form filling. The Forum agreed to determine terms of reference and write to the Chief Constable accordingly.  There was a good report from Bucks Fire & Rescue, who want to be proactive, rather than reactive and are currently offering free safety audits to the public.  

Local Area Forum funding for community bids, formerly £125k, has been split between the 19 parishes in the Wing and Ivinghoe area, although the exact amount available was not quoted.  Deadline for bids is 31st December. 

· Beacon Villages Meeting attended by Cllr Banister. Plans have been submitted to convert the old Ivinghoe Golf Range into a canal marina. The empty Youth Hostel building is awaiting renovation by new owners. There is to be a new cycleway from Castlemead to Tring Station and Pitstone is using £100,000 of Section 106 money for this. 40 new allotments in Pitstone are already spoken for and Pitstone Housing has approved plans for 164 homes. An application to build 4 new houses on the corner before the bridge at Cooks Wharf is currently under appeal. Cllrs are unsure if this comes within Cheddington parish or not.  The Clerk and DCllr Cashman agreed to try to source some maps showing parish boundaries. A footpath is being built from Great Gap to Ivinghoe.  Ivinghoe Parish Council has purchased the land.  The Clerk was asked to find out who is funding the footpath.  The landlord of the Angler’s Retreat has taken over the White Lion PH at Marsworth. The Beacon Villages AGM will be held on 14th November at Pitstone Village Hall. The speaker’s talk at the AGM on 14th November is entitled ‘did the River Bulbourne start at Bulbourne?’
· Cheddington Police Surgery 22nd September 2008 at the Methodist Hall.  No report available as Cllrs did not attend.

174/08 COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH

A draft Risk Assessment document was not available, so this will be done before the November meeting and emailed to the Clerk for circulation to Cllrs. Cllr Poll has been supplied with a list of volunteer contact details, but a rota has yet to be drawn up. Cllrs agreed that there needs to be a concentrated effort to use the equipment on a regular basis. Cllr Poll is still awaiting confirmation of CRB check. It was agreed to offer the equipment to Ivinghoe Parish Council for one week’s from 19th October, whilst Cllr Poll is on holiday at a hire charge of £100. Chris Poll will contact Lorna Harvey and make the necessary arrangements.

175/08 SPEED CALMING PROPOSALS

The Clerk has been advised that the deadline for comment on proposals for a pinch point at the southern end of the High Street has been extended until 13th October.  Final results of the public consultation will be available at the November meeting for discussion.

176/08 PARISH COUNCIL MEETING DATES 2009

The Council approved draft dates proposed by the Clerk. The Clerk confirmed that Village Hall bookings had been confirmed.

177/08 SAFE WALK/CYCLE PROJECT

Comments on the new footpath linking to the footpath leading to Marsworth have been extremely positive. The Clerk advised the Council that the balance of £4500 of Section 106 money is available to put towards Phase 3 of the project to link the footpath to the public footpath to Pitstone at Seabrook Lane. The Finance Working Group will look at other sources of funding at their next meeting. The Council agreed that pressure should be put on Bucks County Council for more funding towards Phases 3 and 4 and also for other footpaths providing access to village amenities for outlying homes, such as those on Long Marston Road, which is unsafe for pedestrians and cyclists. A recent email from a resident stresses the necessity for a safe walkway and link into the village.

178/08 VANDALISM PROBLEMS

The Council agreed the Clerk should ask the Youth Council to help the Parish Council to tackle vandalism around the village by discussing the problems at their next meeting. Cllr Poll told the Council that there is currently a 9pm curfew imposed on under 15s in Winslow, so youths are coming to Cheddington instead. 

179/08 VILLAGE WEBSITE

The Clerk asked Cllrs to have a look at the Council pages on the village website before the November meeting, in order to agree what changes are required and who would take on the task of supplying the Clerk with updated copy. 

180/08 PLANNING MATTERS - To note planning applications and decisions:

Received:08/01995/APP 53 Lammas Road – Two-storey side extension.  Revised plan received.


Permitted: 08/01914/APP Elsage House – single storey and two storey rear extensions
Refused: None

Withdrawn: None

Appeals: APP/J0405/A/08/2074445 5 Station Cottages – creation of new dwelling from existing 2 storey extension to form 2 bedroom house. This appeal was dismissed on the grounds that it is contrary to national planning policy objectives relating to sustainable development.

181/08 REPORT ON URGENT MATTERS 

Cllr Ayling informed the Council that the school would be running another competition this year, to design posters for display around the encouraging drivers to slow down and asked if the Parish Council would consider sponsoring the competition and also to demonstrate the Community Speedwatch equipment at school.  The Council agreed to pay for the cost of producing new posters to be fixed to the existing wooden boards.

The Clerk suggested to the Council that no charge is made to the Allotment Warden for his own allotment plot, due to the expenses he incurs carrying out his voluntary duties on behalf of the Council.  The Council agreed the plot should be free of charge for 2009/10.

The handyman is on holiday week commencing 6th October and the Clerk asked for volunteer cover to empty the bins. The Clerk was asked to report to HOC overgrown shrubs obstructing the footpath between Brownlow Lane and Goose Acre.

182/08 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Wednesday 5th November at 7.45 pm in the Village Hall side room. There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.50pm. 

Signed (Chairman) …………………………………………………..


Date:…………………….
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