CHEDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 7th OCTOBER 2009

AT 7:45pm IN THE VILLAGE HALL SIDE ROOM

OPEN PUBLIC FORUM

Joan Ward informed the Council that 2 of the 3 threatened bus services to Cheddington will be kept thanks to the support given by the Parish Council, District Councillor, Corrie Cashman and the community. Timetables are to be published this week and the Clerk was asked to put details in the November newsletter.

Val Aktins addressed the Council regarding her proposal that Cheddington Allotments should take part in the Open Gardens Scheme in 2010. The Chairman explained that this matter would be discussed under item 8.

More Network Rail vehicles have been spotted parked in the Village Hall car park.  Registration numbers have been noted and passed to the Clerk, who will investigate further.

It was noted that the Post Office and shop in Long Marston is for sale or rent and is now closed.

179/09 Attendance and Apologies
Attendance:

Cllr C Poll



Cllr C Fee





Cllr P Banister



Cllr S Ayling





Cllr R Grant



Cllr Ritchie (Chairman)

T Murrell (Clerk)

4 members of the public and DCllr Corrie Cashman
Apologies from Cllr Hall, who was on holiday and Cllr Hibbert, who was unwell.
180/09 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS

District Councillor Cashman presented his report on the following items:

1) He recently attended a meeting about the Area 13 Speed Review.  The consultation process will commence in early 2010 and by the end of 2010 proposals will be implemented. A 50mph speed limit along Long Marston road was discussed, but no action proposed. A 30mph limit is in place through Horton, but a police representative pointed out that should a speed check be necessary at any time, it could not be done, as there is no suitable location in the village to carry out a check.
2) At a Resources Scrutiny Committee meeting last week, it was agreed that the Local Area Forum would benefit from more input from the District Council i.e. not only District Councillors, but also Officers from the District Council, so the Committee will look into ways of improving effectiveness.

3) Corrie will carry out a Ward Walk this Friday.  The car park at Cooks Wharf and Station Road are already on his list of sites to visit, and the District Council will also be looking at the way planning applications are advertised which will also be noted on the internet, to limit disputes. The Clerk asked DCllr Cashman to report that email requests to AVDC Development Control requesting an extension for comment on planning applications by the Parish Council are not being responded to, merely acknowledged automatically.
4) Budget discussions will commence at the District Council over the next few months and Corrie will report back to the Council in detail soon.

181/09 POLICE REPORT

Despite a request from the Clerk for a representative to attend, due to the large number of reported incidents in and around Cheddington over the past month, no one was available to attend.
182/09 DISCLOSURES ON INTERESTS IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

Cllrs Banister and Ayling Item 18 Planning Application 09/01539/APP
183/09 MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON 2nd SEPTEMBER 2009

It was then RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting and to authorise the Chairman to sign as a correct record.

184/09 CLERK’S REPORT ON MATTERS ARISING

· The Clerk has still not received a response from AVDC Development Control regarding its enquiry about the barn at Cranbrook House, which the Parish Council believes has been built without planning permission.
· The dangerous tree overhanging 2 Partridge Close will be removed by Merchant Venturer’s Land Agents as a matter of urgency.

· Resurfacing of High Street Cheddington has been postponed due to reallocation of funds and is unlikely to take place before next year, unless special funding can be found.  It remains a top of project list at Bucks County Council Highways.

· Cllrs Banister and Fee agreed to inspect the Charity Field track to see if residents had cleared rubbish dumped outside their property boundary on the track.

· The Clerk emailed Stokenchurch Parish Council to find out how they managed to keep their Post Office, but unfortunately Cheddington had already pursued all same avenues, but without success.  DCllr Cashman agreed to speak to Jackie Louch at Bucks County Council, to see if there was anything more she could do.
· The Clerk has reported the peeling car park markings at the recreation ground, which will be inspected by the contractor.

· Cllr Ayling agreed to inspect the youth shelter floodlight at the recreation ground to ensure it is functioning.

72/09 ‘Slow Down’ stickers to display on refuse bins will be delivered to the Clerk in November and it was agreed that volunteers would deliver to properties along the High Street.

153/09 The Clerk confirmed that the 2 Community Speed Watch Area signs are in hand and should be erected this month.

168/09 Love & Stileman has been instructed to carry out tree surgery work as per last meeting.

171/09 Wicksteed has been instructed to carry out repairs to multiplay unit and they will be done early November.

185/09 CORRESPONDENCE, CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS AND NOTIFICATION OF MEETINGS:

· Letter from allotment tenant and Allotment Warden requesting permission for allotment holders to join National Open Gardens Scheme in 2010. An application was made by 25th September for inclusion in the scheme.  The Council agreed that 2010 could be regarded as a trial, but all allotment holders must be made aware of the scheme.  The Clerk was asked to advertise details of the event in the Newsletter in Spring 2010.  It was noted that Cheddington School Garden will also be included in 2010.  The Clerk was asked to suggest to the Allotment Warden that he contact the scheme organiser, Marjorie Jones for more details to pass on to the allotment holders.
· Invitation to Bucks Playing Fields Association AGM Monday 5th October 7.30pm  Aston Clinton. Noted
· Notification of Aylesbury Vale Transport Symposium, Tuesday 13th October, Aston Hall Civic Centre, Aylesbury. Joan Ward and DCllr Cashman will attend.
· Notification of AVDC Chewing Gum litter awareness campaign. Noted
· AVDC Gambling Act 2005 Licensing Policy, deadline for comment 16th October 2009. Noted
· Email from Cheddington Explorer Scouts, details of proposal for Explorers Challenge. The Parish Council are keen to support the challenge and ask organisers or participants to come along to the November meeting to discuss their ideas for Christmas decorations at The Green and on the newly block paved area in Barkham Close.
· Request from Sue Ryder Care for financial support. Declined.
· Notification from AVDC of touring arts and holiday activity programmes. The Clerk was asked to apply for all of the activities on offer.
· Request for financial support from St Giles Church to expand the churchyard burial site.  The Parish Council would naturally wish to retain the burial site at St Giles and would not wish it to close, so support the project in principal, but would like to see total costs before it commits to a figure.  It was suggested that project organisers could contact Cllr Grant for a list of contractors, if required.
186/09 YOUTH COUNCIL
The Youth Council is continuing its fund raising efforts and in conjunction with the Panto Group will be putting on an event at the end of October to raise funds towards the proposed skate park. The Council has received a few small donations from local businesses and did apply to the Community Chest Fund by email, but as the address box was full the application was never received. DCllr Cashman said he would investigate. PAYP funding is also available as discussed at the recent Local Area Forum and it was suggested that the Youth Council contacts Jackie Louch at Bucks County  Council to ask for assistance. The Parish Council agreed to write a letter of intent to make the land available for a skate park and support for maintenance of the equipment, to support any further funding applications.
187/09  FINANCIAL MATTERS

a) Agree payments in accordance with financial report (Appendix 1).
b) Council considered the draft Forward Plan 2010/2011 prepared by the Finance Working Group and agreed to take out the provision for a picnic table and replace with provision for graveyard financial support, although a figure is not yet known.  
c) The Chairman explained the budget recommendations of the Finance Working Group to increase the Precept by only 3% again in the 2010/2011 and Council agreed to consider the draft Budget/Precept Proposals 2010/2011 for approval at the November meeting.
d) The Finance Working Group recommended a bid for £6000 towards the final phase of the safe walk project, which the Clerk was asked to submit to the Delegated Budget 2010/11 by the deadline 30th November 2009.
e) The quotation for topping up bark in play area was considered by the Council and the Clerk was asked to order 6 bags @ £63 per bag and to check that the delivery vehicle can access the Green to empty on site.

f) The 2 quotations for replacing the Billy Goat Gruff Bridge in toddlers play area were considered too expensive by the Council and the Clerk was asked to obtain a quotation from Kompan to repair the existing bridge for consideration at the November meeting.

g) The quotation for hedge cutting at £550 was accepted by the Council and the Clerk was asked to instruct the R.Pratt Contractors to carry out the work.
188/09 REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS

· Report from Local Area Forum meeting held in Wing on 1st October 2009 attended by Cllrs Poll and Hibbert. There were 3 presentations – Hospital transport shuttle services, bus services in rural areas and Local Transport 5 year Mini Plan.
189/09 Speed Calming Proposals
The Clerk has requested a meeting with David Cairney, Bucks County Council, but he has still not responded.

190/09 Safe Walk Project
The Clerk is working with Jane Woods, Team Leader Strategic Access, Bucks County Council Rights of Way and Access, who wholly support projects such as this to provide a sustainable safe link out of the village and will assist in locating sources of funding and alternative construction options.  The next step is for the Clerk to contact the landowners to discuss these options.

191/09 Proposed Closure of Station Road for resurfacing
Patching work to Station Road did not go ahead as planned, as there had been insufficient notice of routings, so it will be rescheduled.  The Council is also awaiting a revised date for the additional white lining work too.
192/09 Remembrance Day Wreath
Cllr Grant volunteered to lay the wreath on behalf of the Parish Council.
193/09 COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH
It was evident on a recent data collection session that the new forms supplied by Thames Valley Police are very difficult, if not impossible to complete in the time available, even with 3 volunteers present. However, Scheme Manager Cllr Poll agreed to persevere a little longer, before making a final judgement to present to TVP. Cllr Poll explained that his initial CRB check application has lapsed, so he must complete a new application due to changes in the check procedures from 12th October.
194/09 COUNCIL MEETING DATES 2010
Cllrs agreed proposed dates, which will be put on the notice board and website by the Clerk.

195/09 Appointment of Townlands Trust Trustees

Trustees S.Fox and P.Banister’s 4 year term expired in January 2009.  Cllr Ayling proposed reappointment of said Trustees for a further 4 year term, which was seconded by Cllr Grant and therefore resolved.
196/09 PLANNING MATTERS
To note planning applications and decisions:

Received: 09/01615/APP 6 Chaseside Close – Provision of dropped kerb for vehicular access to Mentmore Road including paring and turning area. Following recommendations from the Planning Working Group the Council were undecided about their decision and a vote was taken. Due to the number of objections it was RESOLVED to object to the application on the basis that there is existing vehicular access at the rear of the property and it would set a precedent to adjacent properties to apply for same. The Clerk was asked to respond accordingly.
09/01539/APP 1 High Street – Demolition of attached garage, erection of 2 storey and single side/rear extension and bay window to front. The Council agreed with Planning Working Group recommendations and no objection was raised to the application.
09/01585/ACL 47 Lammas Road – single storey rear extension. The Council agreed with Planning Working Group recommendations and no objection was raised to the application.
09/01645/APP 30 New Street – single storey side extension to form garage. The Council agreed with Planning Working Group recommendations and no objection was raised to the application.
09/01170/APP 1 Keepers Close – single store rear extension, conversion of double garage into living accommodation and erection of detached double garage. The Council agreed with Planning Working Group recommendations and no objection was raised to the application.
09/1075/APP 10 The Green – Erection of detached bungalow, amended plans not for consultation. To be considered at Development Control Committee meeting, Aylesbury 8th October. Noted
09/01753/APP 13 Church Hill – Conversion of garage and single storey and first floor side extension. The Council agreed with Planning Working Group recommendations and no objection was raised to the application.
Refused: 09/01352/AOP Land adjacent to 1A Church Hill – site for one detached chalet bungalow

Permitted: 09/01042/APP 46 Gooseacre – Erection pitched room over existing single storey element and part 2 storey, part single storey rear extension.

09//01112/APP Cranbrook House – Erection of 2 storey rear and first floor side extension including provision of basement

09/01219/APP 2 Hill Side – Part 2 storey, part first floor side extension and rear conservatory
The Clerk was asked to include Planning Procedure for discussion on the November Agenda.

197/09 URGENT MATTERS

Following her recent marriage, the Clerk tendered her resignation giving the Parish Council three months notice until the end of December 2009, as she plans to relocate to the south coast in the near future. She said she had enjoyed her work for the Council very much over the past 4 years and will miss Cheddington when the time comes. She thanked everyone, who has supported her in the role and all her colleagues on the Council. The Council agreed that the Finance Working Group meeting on 13th October would include a review of employment documentation and discussions about advertising the vacancy.
198/09 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Wednesday 4th November 2009, 7.45 pm in the Village Hall side room. There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.55pm.

Signed:…………………….







Date: …………  Chairman
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