CHEDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 3rd SEPTEMBER 2008

AT 7:45pm IN THE VILLAGE HALL SIDE ROOM

OPEN PUBLIC FORUM

Some members of the public expressed concern about the location of the proposed pinch point at the southern end of the village.  The Chairman recommended they respond to the Bucks County Council questionnaire in the Newsletter.

One resident was pleased to see a young person ‘scooping the poop’.

The next Police Surgery will be held in Cheddington on Monday 22nd September 7pm – 7.30pm in the Methodist Church Schoolroom.
The Chairman opened the meeting at 8pm.

147/08 Attendance and Apologies
Attendance:

Cllr S Ayling (Chairman)


Cllr R Grant

Cllr P Banister  



Cllr C Poll


Cllr C Fee



Cllr AM Hibbert

Cllr D Hall



Cllr S Ritchie


T Murrell (Clerk)

10 members of the public, DCllr Corrie Cashman.

No apologies for absence

148/08 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS

DCllr Cashman presented his report on the following:

1) Parking in Station Road – 44% of residents responded to the questionnaire, of which 34% opted for a trial of the white lines and the remainder would have preferred to wait for the yellow enforcement lines.  A letter has been sent to residents today (copy passed to the Clerk), to let them know that Bucks County Council has been contacted and asked to go ahead with the white lines by the end of September as a 6 month experiment.  Some residents commented on a personal level and these comments have been passed to the Highways Officer.

2) Station Car Park – DCllr Cashman has received a reply to his second letter to London Midland regarding the increase in car parking charges at the station. The letter confirmed that London Midland had not consulted with Cheddington residents before increasing the charges and there was no suggestion as to how the matter might be taken forward.  Bucks County Council has established contact with London Midland and a meeting is planned in Cheddington, to which District and County Councillors have been invited.  DCllr Cashman was able to confirm that for charging purposes the day finishes at 4am.

149/08 POLICE REPORT 

No police attendance or report from Thames Valley Police on reported crimes in Cheddington. 

150/08 DISCLOSURES ON INTERESTS IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

None

151/08 MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON 6th AUGUST 2008

The Clerk made the following amendments to the Draft Minutes:

· Cllr Grant Item 19 added to Minute 129/08

· Minute 136/08 wording amended.

It was then RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting and to authorise the Chairman to sign as a correct record.

152/08 MATTERS ARISING

136/08 Bucks CC Newsletter Questionnaire – The Clerk has received no written comments following the publication of the questionnaire, merely a telephone call from the Landlady of The Swan PH, who was asked to send her comments to Bucks County Council.

138/08 Roundabout Play Surface damage – The Clerk has purchased a repair kit @ £98 from Wicksteed, which has been passed to the handyman with full instructions.  Wicksteeds labour cost was £160 and they were unable to carry out the work for approx. 8 weeks.

132/08 Parish Gangs – The Clerk has forwarded a list of problems and repairs identified around the village to Highways on Call, including the very uneven surface of the High Street from the School down to the recreation ground, which is resulting in severe puddling in wet weather, increased noise and vibration to properties along the route caused by HGVs travelling at speed at all times of the day and night.  Cllr Hall explained that following a complaint to HOC, the Area Technician had visited and although he did not consider the road in a bad state of repair, he did offer some advice. If the Parish Council wishes to make an appeal for a weight restriction along the High Street, homeowners could first apply to the District Council for a device to measure the noise and vibration caused by HGV traffic travelling along the High Street.  Council agreed that the Parish Council should start the process for a weight restriction and asked the Clerk to first make enquiries about the noise monitoring devices available from the District Council and to find out from BCC if there is any operating time restrictions for HGV traffic in and out of the Airfield Site, as airfield company HGVs have been seen travelling at high speeds through the village in the early hours of the morning.  The Clerk was asked to speak to the Police to see if they could have a word with operators at the site.

133/08 Mowing – The Clerk has requested that mowing contractors cut the grass shorter at the recreation ground, so that the Football Club do not need to pay for extra cuts in order to play on the ground.

134/08 Tree surgery Goose Acre – The Clerk has instructed Love & Stileman to sort out the trees in Goose Acre and the work should be carried out at the beginning of September.

143/08 Allotments – Mrs Moxley replied to the Parish Council’s letter of termination to inform the Council that she had started to cultivate the plot.  Having consulted the Allotment Warden, he confirmed that as they have now started to dig over the plot and he would be happy for them to continue renting it.  The Clerk was asked to respond to the tenant accordingly and to say that the matter would be reviewed in 3 months, so she would need to show that she is cultivating the plot.  The Allotment Warden has now opened up another 1 ¼ plots and satisfied all applicants on the waiting list.

153/08 CORRESPONDENCE, CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS AND NOTIFICATION OF MEETINGS:

· Thank you from St Giles Cheddington District Church Council for contribution to churchyard maintenance costs. Noted

· Invitation from new Chair of Youth Council, Jake Houchen to meeting of Youth Council at 7.30pm on 16th September. Some Councillors have already accepted the invitation.

· Notification from Bucks CC of dates of forthcoming Local Area Forums G2C2, next Wing & Ivinghoe Local Area meeting is 6.30pm on 30th September at The Pavilion, Soulbury Road, Stewkley. Cllr Ayling will try to attend, otherwise Cllr Poll will attend.

· Notification from Bucks CC of results of Mobile Library Stopping Places Review 2008. Clerk awaiting publicity. Mobile Library will visit Cheddington on alternate Tuesdays between 13.55 and 14.30 hrs.
· Email from John Lowen in response to NATS feedback on the TCN Consultation. The Clerk was asked to forward the email to CCllr Avril Davies for her comments.
· Notification from BALC that Council training day on 26th September has been cancelled.

· Letter from Bucks County Council detailing the criteria for Bucks Approved Councils. Noted

154/08 RECEIVE REPORTS FROM WORKING GROUPS - None

155/08 FINANCIAL MATTERS

a) The Clerk informed the Council that the Section 106 money had not yet been received from AVDC, although it has been promised for next Monday.  Therefore the cheque raised in favour of Bucks County Council for the Safe Walk/Cycle Project will not be posted until confirmation is received that the Section 106 money is in the bank. It was then resolved to agree payments in accordance with financial report (Appendix 1). 
b) Cost to repair play safety surface damage. See Minute 138/08
c) The Clerk informed the Council that the new Auditors had raised various queries regarding the Play Equipment Project and items on the Annual Return, which she is dealing with.

156/08 REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS

· Play Equipment Inspection Report.  Council considered the report and the only high-risk item referred to the installation of the roundabout and the Clerk was asked to contact Wicksteed Leisure with regard to comments made by the Inspector. It was also agreed that she should speak to  John Groome with regard to the areas that had been seeded, but had not taken. 

157/08 COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH

Cllr Poll, who is managing the scheme, informed the Council that some of the volunteers, plus 4 interested people from the Parish of Ivinghoe Aston had attended the first training session.  It is easy to use and had been trialed recently for one hour by himself and Cllr Ritchie, albeit in bad weather conditions and no vehicles were found speeding, although violent braking was heard.  Doubts raised about the accuracy of the equipment prompted verification tests by the operators, which confirmed its accuracy.  The scheme manager will now draw up a rota of trained volunteers, but we still need more volunteers.  The Clerk was asked to continue to advertise in the Newsletter for more volunteers. Due to the urgent requirement by Ivinghoe Aston to hire the equipment, the Council thought a figure of £200 per fortnight would be reasonable, but asked the Clerk to try to find out if other Parishes are hiring out their equipment and if so, on what terms and also to find out insurance implications of hiring out the equipment.  Cllrs Poll and Grant agreed to risk assess the equipment.

158/08 FOURTH PHASE LIGHTING IMPROVEMENTS

The Clerk informed the Council that residents at 12/14 Goose Acre were not happy about the installation of a new column outside there properties and they considered it unnecessary.  After further discussion the Clerk was asked to obtain a quotation from ABB/EON Ltd to move the lamp currently situation under the Willow Tree at the bottom of Goose Acre, up to the corner of Manor Pound Road.  She was also asked to obtain a price to replace two old concrete columns in Barkham Close (1 opposite the garage entrance and the other outside no. 16) with new steel columns and energy efficient white lights.

159/08 VILLAGE WALK

· Fence repair and painting at The Green, cleaning of War Memorial. The Clerk confirmed that work was due to commence on Sunday 14th September by a team of 10 people on Community Service.  The Parish Council is responsible for providing a portaloo for the duration of the work (approx. 1 week) and it was RESOLVED to give the Clerk a budget of £500 for provision of the toilet, materials and the tools for the team to carry out the work.

· The Council agreed that it would like to consider planting something in gap in the hedge behind Bowls Club on High Street. Cllr Grant will supply the Clerk with details of hedge plants suppliers, so that she might obtain a quotation.

· The Council considered the purchase of a bench and planting trees/flowers on concrete area Barkham Close. The Clerk was asked to first contact Aylesbury Vale Housing Trust, who are responsible for the land in question, to find out what they think the residents might like.

· The Council discussed installing light inside youth shelter or illuminating area, but were sure there used to be a light in the shelter, so the Clerk was asked to consult an electrician to see if the existing light could be repaired.

· The Council asked the Clerk to provide a quotation to repaint car park markings (yellow and white) at recreation ground.

· The Council did not consider that is was necessary to top up the bark pit at The Green this year.
· The Council asked the Clerk to obtain a quotation to replace damaged seat near basket ball court

160/08 ACCESS ON TO PARISH COUNCIL LAND

Cllr Ayling has spoken to the residents at 33 Goose Acre, who have agreed to sign an agreement recommended by NALC, not to access the Parish Council land adjoining the rear of their property without Parish Council permission. The Clerk has been asked to draft the agreement for approval at the next meeting.

161/08 PLANNING MATTERS - To note planning applications and decisions:

Received: 08/01914/APP Elsage House, Church Lane – single storey front and rear extension. No objections raised to this application.


08/01989/APP 50 Gooseacre – single storey rear extension. No objections raised to this application


08/01995/APP 53 Lammas Road – two storey side extension. No objections raised to this application


08/02046/APP 35 Lammas Road – single storey front extension. No objections raised to this application

Permitted: 08/01487/APP 17 New Street – single storey front and side extension. Noted


08/01523/APP 31 Brownlow Lane – Conversion of dwelling to form 2 dwellings. Noted.

Refused: None

Withdrawn: Cairns Appeal

162/08 REPORT ON URGENT MATTERS 

Cllrs asked Clerk to arrange meeting of the Finance Working Group to review budget versus actual for the current year.

Cllr Banister reported seeing various Network Rail vehicles parked in the Village Hall car park.  She noted registration numbers and passed them to the Clerk.  The workmen accessed the railway line via the Parish Council allotment land.  The Clerk was asked to write to Network Rail to enquire why they were doing this without Parish Council permission.

146/08 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Wednesday 1st October at 7.45 pm in the Village Hall side room. There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.40pm. 

Signed (Chairman) …………………………………………………..


Date:…………………….
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