CHEDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 2nd SEPTEMBER 2009

AT 7:45pm IN THE VILLAGE HALL SIDE ROOM

OPEN PUBLIC FORUM

1) A resident expressed her thanks to the Parish Council for its efforts with Network Rail, who has agreed to repair the hole in the security fence to the railway line at the back of the allotment field.
2) Residents raised objection to the planning application for a detached bungalow at 1a Church Hill and requested Parish Council support. He was informed that this item would be discussed under item 16 on the agenda.
3) A resident expressed his objection to the planning application for 22 Mentmore Road, which was recently permitted.  He complained that there had not been proper consultation with owners of adjacent and affected properties and the application had not been advertised in Paines Orchard.  Despite 3 objections being raised to the application, it did not go to Committee and his only recourse appears to be to take the matter to the Ombudsman and would like the support of the Parish Council.  It was suggested that the resident might like to raise his concerns with DCllr Cashman this evening. This item would also be discussed under item 16 of the agenda.
In the absence of the Chairman, Vice Chairman Cllr Grant opened the meeting at 8.05pm.
161/09 Attendance and Apologies
Attendance:

Cllr AM Hibbert



Cllr Hall
Cllr C Poll



Cllr C Fee





Cllr P Banister



Cllr S Ayling





Cllr R Grant (Vice Chairman)

T Murrell (Clerk)

5 members of the public and DCllr Corrie Cashman
Apologies from Cllr S Ritchie (Chairman), who was on holiday.
162/09 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS

DCllr Cashman made his apologies for arriving late and presented the following report:
He confirmed his support for the Parish Council’s objections to cuts in rural bus services.

The Aylesbury Vale Transport Users Group appears to have ceased to exist, probably due to cuts in transport.

He agreed to investigate at District Council level the complaints made about planning policy and procedure in relation to the application for 22 Mentmore Road.

163/09 POLICE REPORT

There was no police attendance. PCSO Christine Baker had called on the Clerk today to point out that there was an error in the September Newsletter with regard to parking on kerbs.  It is not illegal to park on the kerb except in London, as long as there is sufficient space for a buggy or wheelchair to pass unobstructed.  She also asked if a sign could be put up at the Green to make it clear that ball games with hard balls are not permitted. The Council agreed to consider erecting a sign, when the new byelaws posters are put up.
164/09 DISCLOSURES ON INTERESTS IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

None
165/09 MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON 5th AUGUST 2009

It was then RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting and to authorise the Vice Chairman to sign as a correct record.

166/09 CLERK’S REPORT ON MATTERS ARISING

153/09c The Clerk has ordered Community Speed Watch signs to be fixed to telegraph poles at either end of the village.
72/09 The Clerk has not yet been able to get hold of 30mph wheelie bin stickers.  Cllr Hall offered to make a note of the website address on the labels she has seen and pass details to the Clerk.
138/09 The Clerk has requested a meeting with David Cairney, Bucks County Council Highways Dept. in early October for discussions on taking forward speed calming proposals for a double chicane at Tring end of High Street.
Together with Bucks County Council Rights of Way, the Clerk is looking at alternative construction options and sources of funding for phase 4 of the safe walk project. 

167/09 CORRESPONDENCE, CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS AND NOTIFICATION OF MEETINGS:

· Email from resident to report dangerous bough overhanging garden of No. 1 Partridge Close. Details have been passed to Merchant Venturer’s Land Agent, who has been asked to investigate the problem as a matter of urgency.
· Invitation to Bucks Community Action Annual Reception Tuesday 13th October 6.30pm Bledlow Village Hall

· Email from Cheddington FC reporting faulty fan heaters in changing rooms. The Clerk has instructed the handyman and the repair work is in hand.
· Notification from Bucks County Council of closure of Station Road on 8th October to undertake plane and patching works. The clerk was asked to put details in the newsletter and on the website and to put the item on the October agenda for further discussion.
· Request from Cheddington Scouts to use the recreation ground on Friday 11th Sept 7.30pm until 9pm to run a first aid incident evening. Permission granted.
· Request from Methodist Church for financial support to replace hall windows. After discussion it was RESOLVED to contribute £500 from 2009/10 contingency budget, as this is a very well used community facility.
· Date of next Local Area Forum meeting to be held in Wing Village Hall on 1st October, 2009 7pm. Noted.

· Letter of thanks from Cheddington Playscheme for the 2009 donation. Noted.

· Email from Nigel Dolton, Bowls Club about another violent breakin on 31st August, when the mower, which was on temporary loan, was stolen.

· Letter from Age Concern, Aylesbury requesting financial support. Declined.

· Invitation to East of England Plan 2031 Event. Noted.
168/09  FINANCIAL MATTERS

a) Agree payments in accordance with financial report (Appendix 1).  Cllr Banister queried the Anglian Water invoices, which were high, but were made up primarily of fixed standing charges for sewage and were subsequently agreed for payment.
b) The Council considered the quotation for Hawthorn saplings and Plane tree and asked the Clerk to proceed and instruct the contractor, Love & Stileman to carry out the planting.
c) The Council considered the quotation for converting bark play area into low maintenance synthetic grass surface and asked the Clerk to investigate funding options.
d) The Council considered the quotation for tree surgery on the open space in Brownlow Lane and agreed to go ahead with the recommended work to the trees.  The Clerk was asked to instruct Love & Stileman accordingly.
e) Cllrs were asked to email suggestions for 2010/11 Forward Plan and Budget to the Clerk in preparation for the meeting of the Finance Working Group on 29th September 8pm at Clerk’s office.

169/09 REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS

None
170/09 ALLOTMENTS
The Clerk informed the Council that the handover from old to new Allotment Warden, Trevor Chrich had taken place, who had distributed the 2009/10 allotment rental invoices. The Clerk has received feedback from the new Allotment Warden regarding the letters sent to holders of plots that had not been cultivated and he will keep an eye on their progress.  The Council requested a review of the plots in question after another 3 months.  One tenant has given up their plot, which has been reallocated to someone on the waiting list.
171/09 PLAY EQUIPMENT INSPECTION REPORT

Emergency repairs were carried out by Wicksteed to the Powerplay Multi-Play Unit at a cost of £80, but more repairs are recommended in the report. After discussion, the clerk was instructed to proceed with the additional repairs to the Powerplay Multi-Play Unit at a cost of £287 and asked to obtain a quotation to replace the Hedgehog Bridge, which has evidence of wood rot within the bridge slats.
172/09 BEST KEPT VILLAGE AND VILLAGE OF YEAR COMPETITIONS
Cllrs Poll and Hibbert attended the VOY Awards Ceremony this week, where they received a Cheddington’s runner up Certificate.  Sponsors, Calor, are now 3 years into a 5 year cycle for funding of the competition and on their travels Judges noticed high levels of fuel poverty, so Calor has decided there will be no VOY Competition next year. Instead the money will be used to improve fuel poverty in the worst hit areas. Cllrs had the opportunity to network with other Councils and Winners, Stokenchurch, mentioned they had successfully managed to get their Post Office back.  The Clerk was asked to make contact with them to find out how this was achieved.

Cheddington received very good comments from judges of the Best Kept Village competition, who awarded Cheddington a Certificate of Merit.
173/09 PHASE 6 LIGHTING IMPROVEMENTS

Cllr Fee was pleased to announce that all old concrete columns around the village had now been replaced with new steel columns and energy efficient, low pollution lamps.  She recommended that the Council should now aim to upgrade the old lanterns (a total of 88) over the next 4 years at a cost of approx. £5k per annum.  Improvements will result in improved energy efficiency and a considerably reduction in energy costs.
174/09 COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH 
Cllr Poll is still awaiting his CRB check. He has been informed that Cheddington’s homemade data collection form will no longer be accepted, but Cllrs agreed that forms designed for the purpose by Thames Valley Police are impossible to complete in the time available.  Cllr Poll is meeting with PCSO Christine Baker this week to carry out a risk assessment and will raise his objections about the new form and extend an invitation to Sgt. Andy Jones to attend a data collection session to see how difficult it is to record the data they are expecting. No data was recorded in August, due to holidays.
175/09 COUNCIL MEETING DATES 2010
The Clerk was asked to email the dates to Cllrs and it was agreed to defer this item for discussion at the October meeting.
176/09 PLANNING MATTERS
To note planning applications and decisions:

09/01352/AOP Land adjacent to 1a Church Hill – Site for 1 detached chalet bungalow. The Council agreed to oppose the application and to use copy letter from a resident in Church Hill as a reference to formulate the basis of the objection. It was agreed that the plans were not detailed enough.
09/01075/APP Land to rear of 10 The Green – Erection of detached bungalow. Revised plans for information only provided. Noted.
Refused: None

Permitted: None
Withdrawn: 09/00921/APP 13 Church Hill – conversion of garage, erect 1st floor extension over and single storey rear extension
177/09 URGENT MATTERS

The Clerk reminded the Council that she would be out of the office from 9th until 28th September.
178/09 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Wednesday 7th October 2009, 7.45 pm in the Village Hall side room. There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.25pm.

Signed:Stuart Ritchie







Date: 7th October 2009

Chairman
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