PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 

For December 2008 Newsletter

A volunteer is needed to take over the post of Allotment Warden from Malcolm Lee, who wishes to retire. If you are interested please apply to the Clerk on 662707 or email her at parishcouncil@cheddington.org.uk
Police Report

PCSO Jackie Dodson reported a relatively quiet Halloween in the village and 2 burglaries over the past few weeks.  Police wish to set up a permanent base in local area and are looking for a small, secure space to rent (office, house, shop). Police are still dealing with some mixed reactions and issues with the parking in Station Road, which they are trying to resolve.

The next Police Surgery will be held in Cheddington on January 12th, where residents can raise issues of concern directly with the police - details of time and venue to follow.

REMEMBER if you see anything suspicious, don’t hesitate, please call 08458 505505 or contact Crime Stoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.

Community Speed watch – More Volunteers Urgently Needed

Some volunteers have received training on the equipment, but more are needed, so that a rota can be drawn up for regular monitoring of traffic speeds through the village.  So please, if you have a couple of hours a week to spare and would like to help your community by volunteering to help gather speed data in the High Street, please contact the Clerk.  Thank you.

Speed watch speed data collection sessions

Cllrs monitored traffic in the High Street again on a Saturday morning in November and were astounded by the high number of vehicles registered travelling at over 35mph within a 2-hour period (11). Two further volunteers joined the team for a further 2 hours and caught another 2.  Of the vehicles caught, police were unable to get a trace on 2, 1 vehicle was local to Pitstone, 2 to Leighton Buzzard, 1 Aston Clinton, 1 Aylesbury, 1 Hockcliffe and 1 Rushton, Northamptonshire. 

Freedom of Information Act

The Parish Council has adopted the new Model Publication Scheme; a copy will be published on the Parish News web page. Accordingly the Parish Council will make a charge to the public for copy documents -  £1 for the first page and £0.20p for additional pages.  Requests for copies of documents archived at the Bucks County Council’s Records Office in Aylesbury will be charged at £50 per request.  However, the Public may view archived documents at the BCC Records Office by appointment free of charge and all agendas and minutes can be viewed on the Parish Council website.
Annual Return and Accounts 2007/8 Approved

Parish Council Accounts and the Annual Return to 31st March, 2008 have been approved by the Auditors and a Receipts and Payments summary can be found on the Parish Council web page.

Fourth Phase Lighting Improvement

A fourth phase of lighting improvements will shortly be carried out. Two old concrete columns in Barkham Close will be replaced with steel columns and energy saving white lanterns. In addition a new column will be added on the grassed area where New Street joins Manor Road.

Footway Lighting Cost Savings 

How would you feel if every other footway column was switched off between the hours of midnight and 5.30am?  The Parish Council are considering a possible reduction in lighting hours of street lights in Cheddington, which could provide a saving of 20-25% and are interested to know what you think, so please send or email your comments to the Clerk by the end of December.

Twin for Cheddington – YES or NO?

Would you like the Parish Council to consider twinning Cheddington with a village in Europe, what do you think? Please send or email your views and suggestions to the Clerk before the end of December.

DON’T FORGET - please make sure you scoop the poop!

Some dog owners are still not cleaning up after their dogs - it is dirty, disgusting, anti-social behaviour and a danger to health.  Please help the Parish Council eliminate this problem and the potential risk to health by keeping Cheddington free of dog mess. Poop scoops bags are still available free from Mason’s Stores, so there really is no excuse! Thank you.

Temporary Traffic Regulation Order

Herts County Council diversion onto Bucks roads on 8th December and again in May 2009, due to closure of road from Great Farm, Long Marston, to Tringford. Traffic will be diverted through Marsworth and along Cheddington Lane/Station Road, Cheddington.

Visit the Parish Council News section of the Cheddington website to see latest Press Releases from Bucks County Council and Aylesbury Vale District Council.

The next Meeting of the Parish Council will be on Wednesday, 3rd December at 7.45 pm in the Village Hall side room.

