PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 

For September 2008 Newsletter

Runners Up in Best Kept Village Competition 2008
The Parish Council was very pleased to hear the result of this year’s DeFraine Cup competition.

Winner of the group this year was Weston Turville, but Cheddington came a close second with 83 points out of a possible 100. Judges comments:  ‘Overall a very well kept village with evidence of strong community spirit in most respects’.  The Certificate will be displayed at the Village Hall.

Calor Village of Year Competition 2008

Small community category winner Cuddington, runner up Stewkley.  The Parish Council is still waiting to hear the results of the Village’s entry in the 2007 National Awards, judged in April this year.

Volunteers are needed to take over the following posts, as current representatives wish to retire as soon as possible:

Allotment Warden

Tree Warden

Please apply to the Clerk on 662707 or by email: parishcouncil@cheddington.org.uk
Petty Vandalism

Someone has dug a hole in the new safety surface around the roundabout, causing a hazard to playing children and a large repair bill to be met from Parish Council funds. There has also been an incidence of graffiti on the frame of the new YoYo swing.  If you know who is responsible for these acts of vandalism to the new play equipment, or if you see anyone damaging Parish Council property, please let the Clerk know.

Police Report

REMEMBER if you see anything suspicious, don’t hesitate, please call 08458 505505 or contact Crime Stoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.

Parking in Station Road

The Parish Council has written to the Transport Parking Services Manager at BCC requesting an explanation for the recent decision not to put yellow enforcement lines along Station Road and due to the lack of response will now be directing future correspondence to the Chief Executive to get some answers. DCllr Cashman and CCllr Davies have met with BCC Highways, who inform them that there are insufficient funds in this financial year, but subject to agreement of the residents in Station Road, BCC have offered single white lines for a 6 month trial period, which would be painted up to 1.5 metres either side of the driveways.  A questionnaire has been sent to residents for their comments.

Parish Council Table at Village Fete

Winner of the Questionnaire receiving a bottle of Champagne was Mrs Peacock. Answers to the Quiz can be found in the Newsletter and on the village website.  Analysis of the answers showed interestingly that residents are under the impression that the Parish Council is responsible for the footpaths and pavements around the village, but this is not the case, they are in fact the responsibility of Bucks County Council and any problems should be reported to Highways on Call on 0845 230 2882. However, the Clerk is happy to receive details of any problems around the village and direct them to correct officials.

Community Speedwatch

A reminder - Speed Watch is a traffic-monitoring scheme that is coordinated by Bucks CC and Thames Valley Police, but managed and run by volunteers in the community. The Parish Council has purchased a speed detection radar kit at a cost of £2000 to enable trained members of the community to gather data on motorist speeding through the village.  See www.buckscc.gov.uk for more details. The scheme is being managed by Cllr Chris Poll and should be up and running late August , after volunteers have received training on the equipment.

Speed Calming Measure in High Street Cheddington

The Parish Council has decided to wait and see how affective Community Speedwatch is in slowing down the traffic through the village before making any decisions about vehicle activated signs, which are very costly.  It has however been decided to go ahead with the installation of a pinch point at the south end of the village between the Swan PH and Keepers Close.  Please see information sheet and questionnaire from Bucks County Council.

Allotments

Allotment rents will be increased in 2009/10 to: 

Full plot @ £19, ¾ plot @ £15, 1/2 plot @ £11, ¼ plot @ £7.  Over 60’s will be charged at half the rental and plot holders from outside Cheddington @ £30 per plot. 

Tenants who have not tended their plots in the current year will be given notice and the plots reallocated, plus some additional plots will be opened up to accommodate the current high demand for allotments.

If you are interested in renting an allotment plot please contact the Allotment Warden, Malcolm Lee on 668603. 

Volunteers interested in taking over this appointment from Malcolm, please apply to the Clerk as soon as possible.
Royal British Legion

Keith Malcolm has agreed to take over from Tom Dando as  Poppy Appeal Organiser.  A big THANK YOU must go to Tom and his dedicated team of helpers, who together have raised a huge sum of money for the appeal over the past 8 years.  

Partridge Close Affordable Housing Official Opening Event in July

The event was a great success, well attended by happy new residents, who helped out, Hastoe Housing Association, District and County Council representatives, Bucks Community Action. The WI provided an excellent spread paid by Hastoe.  Everyone agreed it was a very successful project, the houses are well built and have a lovely view. A speech made by District Council Chair Netter Glover applauding Cheddington Parish Council for its hard work and commitment to the project. Hastoe would like to use the scheme as a flagship. Thank you to all the residents of Barkham Close for putting up with the disruption during the building of the development.
Tring Household Waste Recycling Centre to Close – Aston Clinton to Open

Despite massive local protest the Tring centre will be closed, but not until the new stie at College Farm, Aston Clinton is opened in September 2009.  At about the same time AVDC will be starting to roll out its kerbside collection of garden waste, card and kitchen waste.

NATS – Landing and Take Off at Luton and Heathrow

Feedback from the TCN Consultation maintains NATS view that traffic should track north of Leighton Buzzard, but that other options may be proposed to avoid Wing – either Wingrave to the West and Mentmore and Cheddington to the East, with the aircraft track between Wing and Leighton Buzzard. which would seriously affect the villages.  The Parish Council will continue to keep villagers informed in this matter, should NATS undertake further consultation with Bucks County Council relating to the revised proposals for the Luton arrivals.

County Council to spend over £3.5M on Highway Maintenance in 2008/9

As part of proposals local communities will be blitzed by dedicated pothole and patching repair gangs from April through to October 2008 and a more responsive process for dealing with ‘dangerous’ pothole requests is planned. Calls received by Highways on Call will be passed direct to contractors Fitzpatrick, creating a more efficient and customer responsive system. Fitzpatrick will also have a white lining gang and 6 local community gangs equipped to carry out general tasks such as cleaning road signs, trimming overgrown hedges, removing weeds. If there are any areas of the village in need of particular attention, please either call Highways on Call direct or report them to the Clerk as soon as possible.

Bucks County Council – Getting Closer to Communities Team

The recent publication ‘A new deal for Buckinghamshire’ can now be downloaded online at www.buckscc.gov.uk/gc2c.  Local community area newletters are also available for each area.  

Enforcement Notice issued to Cairns Skips, Cheddington Airfield

An enforcement notice has been issued for the trommel to be removed from the site.  The most recent development is that Cairns has been evicted from the site.

Visit the Parish Council News section of the Cheddington website to see latest Press Releases from Bucks County Council and Aylesbury Vale District Council.

The Annual Meeting of the Parish Council will be on Wednesday, 3rd September at 7.45 pm in the Village Hall side room.

