PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 

For January - February 2009 Newsletter

Police 

REMEMBER if you see anything suspicious, don’t hesitate, please call 08458 505505 or contact Crime Stoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.

Speed Calming Update

The Council has taken on board all the comments made by residents about the proposed speed calming measures in the High Street Cheddington and is currently exploring all the options, before making any decisions, but these things take time! Until such time as decisions are made and speed calming measures implemented, Community Speedwatch is our best way of reducing speed through the village. Some volunteers have come forward to operate the equipment but more are needed. Can you spare an hour a week to help reduce speeding in the village? If so, Community Speedwatch will be holding a meeting on Monday 9th February 2009 in the Methodist Hall at 8pm to organise a rota system for volunteers to ensure regular use of the equipment, which will deter regular speeding offenders. Please come along and volunteer your help with the scheme to make it a success!

Parking in Cheddington

Parking on pavements is not illegal, but cars can be ticketed for unnecessary obstruction if there is insufficient room for a wheel chair, double buggy, motorised scooter etc. to get past and over time, it does cause damage to the pavement. During the Christmas period numerous vehicles were seen parked on both sides of some of the narrower roads around the village, which could have resulted in emergency vehicles being unable to get through. Please consider others when parking your vehicle and refrain from parking on pavements.

Cheddington Station Update

Refurbishment will start in New Year.  The waiting room, booking hall and toilets will be redecorated and minor repairs carried out.  A new ticket vending machine is on order and the passenger information systems will be replaced with state of the art information screens displaying ‘real-time’ train running information, new help points and an automated public address system.  Work to repair and renovate the station platforms is due for completion in the spring. Network Rail is aware of the surface damage to the car park and its approach road and these will be repaired.  A scheme is being developed to improve the capacity of the car park including remarking the spaces and bringing the strip of land adjacent to the boundary into use.

Station Road Parking

The Parish Council is interested to receive the views of Cheddington residents on the effectiveness of the white lines painted along Station Road. Please email the Clerk with your comments.

Vehicles churning up Village Hall Grounds

Vehicles are NOT permitted on the grassed areas within the Village Hall grounds.  Recently some Allotment holders have been driving their vehicles up to the allotment fence across the grass, churning up the wet ground and making a real mess.  Please refrain from driving on the grassed areas in future

Twin Town for Cheddington – YES or NO?

Would you like the Parish Council to consider twinning Cheddington with a village in Europe, what do you think? Please send or email your views and suggestions to the Clerk before the end of December.

DON’T FORGET - please make sure you scoop the poop!

Some dog owners are still not cleaning up after their dogs - it is dirty, disgusting, anti-social behaviour and a danger to health.  Please help the Parish Council eliminate this problem and the potential risk to health by keeping Cheddington free of dog mess. Poop scoops bags are still available free from Mason’s Stores, so there really is no excuse! Thank you.

2009 Speed Limit Review Areas (Wing & Ivinghoe Areas 12-13)

Area 12 Public Consultation will be held in Spring 2009, and Area 13 Phase 2 first stage in early 2009 with the public consultation in Spring 2009.The Parish Council wants to be prepared for this consultation and has set up a Working Group to prepare a report for submission in early 2009.

A418 Aylesbury to Wing Proposed Speed Limits 

Main changes proposed are:

Rowsham village, reduce speed limit to 40mph

Bierton village, retain short length of 40mph at Aylesbury end and reduce to 30mph remainder

Ascott, reduce to 30mph at Wing around the Ascott bend

To have your say, go to www.buckscc.gov.uk or contact the Highways on Call team 0845 230 2882

Road Closures

Highways on Call website offer the facility to report faults or keep up to date on the latest information relating to road closures and other highways incidents visit www.buckscc.gov.uk/hoc 

School Place Consultation

The Aylesbury Area Plan is a major consultation on the future provision of school places in the Aylesbury area up to 2018.  The consultation runs until 6th February 2009 and the final plan will be announced in the summer of 2009. Have your Say at www.buckscc.gov.uk 

Reviewing Childcare across Bucks

The County Council has a duty by law to make sure that there is sufficient childcare for all parents in their area. All local authorities have undertaken a ‘childcare sufficiency assessment’ and the report can be viewed at www.buckscc.gov.uk 

Aylesbury Vale Fundraising Training Programme

Courses will be running between September 08 and March 09 covering compiling and writing a project grant application, raising funds from trusts and foundations and raising funds from individuals.

Courses will be open to voluntary and community sector organisations, parish councils and social enterprises based in Aylesbury Vale. For further information contact Sue Butt (01296) 585186

Aylesbury Vale Vital Villages Grant Scheme

This new pilot scheme will provide funding to make communities more sustainable and assist in reversing the trend of declining rural services. It will provide funding towards the capital costs of projects, including:

· Physical improvements to village stores, pubs, post offices and other community facilities

· Purchasing equipment necessary to enhance and improve local community services

· Marketing and advertising activities

· Staff training to help support the initiative.

Grants of up to £5000 are available with a minimum of £1000 and applicants must provide half of the cost of the project and come from communities with a population of less than 10,000 people.  This grant compliments other grant funds available from AVDC including business grants, general grants and the community chest. For further information contact Mena Caldbeck (01296) 585657 or email mcaldbeck@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk or visit www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk
Visit the Parish Council News section of the Cheddington website to see latest Press Releases from Bucks County Council and Aylesbury Vale District Council.

The next Meeting of the Parish Council will be on Wednesday, 4th February 2009 at 7.45 pm in the Village Hall side room.

