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SLOW DOWN, STOP AND SHOW YOUR RESPECT

FLUORESCENT ORANGE may not be the new black this season but it is definitely
the colour to be seen in.  The council's Travel Choice Team want all school
crossing patrollers to be seen and given the respect they are due when
working on a crossing site. Throughout January all 60 patrollers are being
asked to don orange high visibility tabards. The move will make sure that
they are seen by motorists and, just in case there was any doubt about what
to do when a patroller steps out into the road,  the tabards also carry the
reminder 'Stop Means Stop' on the back.  

During the dark winter mornings and evenings patrollers are taking extra care
to be seen. In return drivers are being asked to allow extra time for their
journeys and to be much more aware of school crossing patrollers and the job
they have to do - especially in poor weather conditions.

Councillor Val Letheren, cabinet member for Transportation, said: "Along with
dark mornings winter brings other hazards for road users such as snow, ice
and fog. Reducing visibility and making it much harder to stop in an
emergency. I want to urge all motorists and cyclists to slow down when they
approach a school crossing site and be prepared to stop. Respect the
patroller. Someone's life could depend on it."

The message to drivers is clear. Be aware of the patrollers and help them to
keep our children safe. If your journey should take you through a school
crossing patrollers site please slow down and stop when requested to do so by
the patroller.  Remember the 'lollipop' is a legal sign. Failing to stop when
requested to do so by a School Crossing Patroller could result in a fine,
penalty points, both or even disqualification.

"School crossing patrollers are vitally important to the council, our
schools, children, and their families.  We need many more to come forward and
work for us. It takes a special person to do this job, someone who cares
about their community. If anyone out there feels they can help we want to
hear from them," added Mrs Letheren.

To find out more contact Highways On Call 0845 230 2882 or visit
www.buckscc.gov.uk

ENDS

More information

Media visits to school crossing sites can be arranged.
For media enquiries, interviews or to organise a visit please contact:
Alison Donovan (Communications Officer - Media and PR) 01296 382149 Email:
adonovan@buckscc.gov.uk

Notes for editors

More information about the Travel Choice Team and School Crossing Patrollers
can be found on the Buckinghmshire County Council website:
http://www.buckscc.gov.uk/bcc/content/index.jsp?contentid=572886064

