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DRIVERS WARNED OF DANGEROUS CONDITIONS AS WEATHER CLOSES IN

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE'S roads are being salted today as temperatures plummet and
harsh weather sweeps across the region.

Gritting lorries will be salting secondary routes -  roads treated only in
extremely severe conditions - this afternoon, and primary routes (main
roads), which were treated at 4am today (Monday) will be salted again at 7pm
and again in  the early hours of tomorrow (Tuesday) if  conditions warrant
it.  

Road temperatures as low as -8 degrees Centigrade are being forecast - and
the effects of salt are reduced at -6 degrees, so motorists need to be
extra-vigilant.

The usual advice is being given:
Watch the weather reports
If conditions are bad, avoid travelling unless it is really necessary -
allow plenty of time for any journey you do make, and make sure the car is
thoroughly de-iced before starting Do not assume roads have been salted

Simon Dudley, road maintenance manager for Buckinghamshire County Council,
said: "We are keeping a close watch on the weather, but as it stands at the
moment, it looks as though we're in for a pretty bad spell. Our gritters will
be busy over the next couple of days.

"I would urge people to be sensible and act responsibly.  We could salt the
roads all day long, but the fact remains we are all still at the mercy of the
weather and need to take extra care. With temperatures as low as -8 degrees
Centigrade salt becomes less effective, and drivers need to take this into
account."

For tips and advice on winter driving,  please visit the County website
www.buckscc.gov.uk/winterdriving
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