CHEDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH ASSEMBLY MEETING HELD ON 19th MARCH 2008

AT 8:00pm IN THE METHODIST CHAPEL 

Attendance:
Cllr S Ayling (Chairman)




Mrs T Murrell (Clerk)                              





CCllr Avril Davies

Guest Speakers: 

Dawn Coast from Milton Keynes Energy Efficiency Advice Centre

Mike Brooks from Age Concern

Andrew Wild, Chairman AVD CPRE

Fred Martin, St. John’s Ambulance

PCSO Christine Baker and Sgt Andy Jones, Thames Valley Police









 

30 members of the public present

1.  Apologies for Absence

DCllr C Cashman,

2. Minute of Parish Assembly held on 21st March 2007

It was RESOLVED to approve the Minutes and the Chairman signed them.

3. Matters Arising from the Minutes of 21st March 2007

None

4. Police Report

Christine Baker introduced herself as one of the PCSO’s covering Cheddington, Marsworth, Mentmore and the local area together with PCSO Jackie Dodson. Over the past year there have been 9 reported burglaries in Cheddington (4 to houses, 5 to buildings not dwellings, such as sheds), 5 thefts from vehicles, 4 criminal damage, 1 interference and 4 other thefts, such as vegetables from the allotments, a mobile phone from the pub and 2 from the changing rooms at the Bowls Club and recreation ground, plus one incident on the school bus.

Sgt Jones gave a presentation on the Community Speedwatch Scheme, which Cheddington is, one of the first villages to adopt, although others are now following suit.  He briefly explained how it works. The Clerk explained that she is still awaiting delivery of the kit, and that now more volunteers have come forward.  Sgt Jones gave the Clerk 2 application forms for completion by the volunteer scheme managers, who would be responsible for transferring data onto the police computer, so that relevant checks could be carried out to allow the scheme to start as soon as possible. The scheme will identify regular speeding offenders, the local police team will be alerted and come out to catch them speeding and enforce relevant penalties.  The Clerk said the literature on the scheme had been misleading, as she and the Parish Council were not aware that the police actually had to catch offenders speeding before enforcement proceedings could be taken. 

5. Dawn Coast, Milton Keynes Energy Efficiency Advice Centre

Dawn gave a very interesting talk on climate change and how we can conserve energy in our homes and mentioned various initiatives available to home owners, including the Cocoon Insulation Scheme for loft insulation – for more details call 0800 8048 777.  Advice and details of all the schemes can be obtained from the Energy Efficient Advice Centre on 0800 512012.  

6. Mike Brooks, Age Concern Bucks

Mike explained that Age Concern works very closely and not in competition with Help The Aged and is funded by Bucks County Council, donations, legacies, comic relief and other grants. His presentation encompassed many of the services provided by Age Concern, such as the Advocacy service.  All Advocates are qualified and CRB checked. They currently have over 400 volunteers carrying out this service, helping people with information and advice and giving them a voice if needed.  Befriending of elderly people is a very important service offered, which brings benefits to both clients and volunteers.  A new service being offered is a Handyman for £15/hour, who is all registered traders. Mike mentioned that according to statistics Bucks residents live 2 years longer than the national average. He left a selection of leaftlets, posters and information with the Clerk. A resident asked if Age Concern had taken any action against mixed sex wards in hospitals and was told that this was something being taken up by Age Concern England.

7. Andrew Wild, Chairman of Vale of Aylesbury District CPRE 

CPRE was founded in 1926 as a Council for the preservation of rural England and played a key part in the creation of national parks after World War II.  Most of the staff is volunteers and the objective is to promote the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England by encouraging sustainability and towns and countryside. The Aylesbury Vale group is very active responding to local issues, such as the proposed improvements for the A418, getting involved with consultative working groups and, if appropriate, doing their own campaigning. Andrew left a variety of information with the Clerk.

8. Fred Martin, St. Johns Ambulance

Fred is a volunteer on the Neighbourhood First Responder Scheme and lives in Marsworth.  Bucks St. John Ambulance and Two Shires Ambulance Service NHS Trust have joined together in partnership to organise and support the scheme, which has been running for 7 years.

For people whose heart has stopped, defibrillation can increase the chance of survival to about 60%, but must be carried out quickly.  Ambulance services always respond immediately, but delays can still occur, but volunteers on the scheme are alerted by Ambulance Control and can often get to the patient first to prevent the condition getting worse and to reassure patients and relatives.  The volunteers, who are CRB checked, receive high-quality, supportive training and provide emergency care within their own communities.  They operate a 24-hour emergency call out service, organise their own on-call rotas, fundraising and administration. The scheme is always looking for more volunteers and there is no need to have first aid experience.  For more details contact NFR coordinator at St John Ambulance HQ in Aylesbury on 01296 423886.

9. Report from CCllr Avril Davies

· CCllr Davies firstly congratulated CALM (Campaign Against Lorry Menace) on their campaign, which was extremely well done and supported by the County Council.

· From the Community Leaders Fund, CCllr Davies has been able to give a grant to the Neighbourhood First Responder Scheme in Marsworth and Pitstone and will be donating £1k to Cheddington School for the Sensory Garden.

· CCllr Davies confirmed that the Cheddington Route for the proposed Wing By-Pass will definitely not be considered and neither the blue or pink routes can funded.

· CCllr Davies had opposed the waste site at College Farm, Aston Clinton, which is now going forward as a household waste recycling site.  The Tring site is due to be closed, although there will be considerably opposition to the closure in Herts.

· CCllr Davies said that the Local Area Technician, Paul Foot, had done a good job repairing the lead on Cheddington High Street.

A question was asked why school bus service was not provided from Ivinghoe/Pitstone, when it is from Slapton/Mentmore. CCllr Davies agreed to make enquiries.

10. Accounts for Financial Year to 31st March, 2007

It was RESOLVED to agree the audited accounts of the Parish Council for the financial year ending 31st March 2007 and the Chairman signed the accounts.

11. Town Lands Trust Accounts and Report from Thomas Pratt Charity 2007

Copies of the summary accounts for the Town Lands Trust for the year ending 31st March 2007 were provided at the meeting.  The Clerk read the report from the Thomas Pratt Charity provided by Philip Roff. The Charity distributed £200 in 2007 to 4 deserving people in the village, but funds are still available to distribute, because some land was sold by the Trust for housing. Helen Davies from Cheddington has joined as a Trustee. 

12. The Chairmans Report 2007/8

Cllr Simon Ayling, Chairman of the Parish Council presented his report as follows:

Starting with good news - Cheddington has once again done well in the Village of the Year Competition and has been awarded Buckinghamshire Village of the Year, in the smaller village category. We have also been asked to represent Bucks in the Village of the Year National Finals. We will be judged in April when judges from the competition will visit the village. This competition is not about the Parish Council; it’s about the village.  So, what makes Cheddington special? Having been lucky enough to visit some of the world’s greatest cities recently, I have always been pleased to come home to Cheddington. Why, I have thought, is Cheddington such a great place to live and bring up a family? What makes Cheddington such a great place, its location, its size? I don’t think its anything physical, although we are lucky to live where we live. I think it is the people that live here and the large number of groups, clubs and organisations they run and support. Talking to people who live in towns, they are surprised by the amount that actually does go on in such a relatively small community for all ages and interests, and this is only possible due to the people who give their time and support.

One of the organisations that help to support the village is the Parish Council, which neatly brings me to my report on what the Parish Council has and is doing. Starting with the most noticeable addition to the Village – Partridge Close. This great development of affordable housing for local people is nearing completion. This scheme was bound to be controversial, but as the scheme is already over subscribed there was obviously a need. Please pick up a leaflet if you do not already have one.

The Fantastic new play equipment on the Green is being well used and appears to have bought more children to the Green to play. It is great to see it being so well used and is a credit to Tracy our clerk who obtained the necessary funding and organised the project. The location of the equipment will hopefully also reduce the problems caused by the more energetic football games played on the Green. 

The third stage of the Street Light replacement program was completed and a fourth stage is planned for the coming year. This work is not cheap at around £1K a street light. These new lights are designed to reduce light pollution, whilst giving a brighter light on the ground and using less energy, making the lights good for the environment and the councils funds, as we significantly reduced our spend on energy last year due to the new lights. In the coming year the Parish Council will consider any other environmentally friendly projects that we can be involved in which will benefit the village

Along with the Street Lighting replacement and the “Green” project all our plans for the coming year are shown on our Forward Plan. This is both a working document to remind us what we want to do and it is also published to show what we are doing. 

The Parish Council continues to support Cheddington Youth Council, which is a great link between the views and needs of the youth in the village and the rest of us! It’s a credit to those involved how well organised and well supported this is. A project both councils want to see is a footpath between the village and Cooks Wharf. We are currently gaining support from officers at Bucks CC for the project and looking for ways to fund an initial part of the footpath, which would give a safe link to Pitstone and Marsworth in the other direction.

As you may have noticed we have two sets of rumble strips on the High Street and Mentmore Road. These are at the request and are funded by the Parish Council to try and prove we need traffic calming. Unfortunately last years survey showed we did not!  After many years of chasing Bucks CC we are now discussing possible ways to calm traffic in the High Street. Traffic Calming is always a topic to stir emotions and cause some lively debate. The review by Bucks CC advised against speed humps and recommended one chicane at the Rec. end of the village. This would cost £5-6k and the Parish Council would have to pay for it. The Parish Council’s view was a double chicane would work better as cars cannot just take a run for it when they see a gap. It was also felt a double chicane would be needed at both ends of the village. Bucks CC is currently considering this proposal, and if permitted, the costs would be significant at £6-7k each. One option presented to the council was for a community speed gun, where villagers operate a speed gun and pass information on speeding cars to the Police and Bucks CC. At a cost of £2K, Cheddington Parish Council decided this would be a good investment and is one of the first villages to order one of these cameras. Some volunteers have come forward, but more are needed to be trained to operate and manage the speed gun, which is due for delivery any day.

As planned, we planted some new trees around the village and will be watching to see how they mature and to look for sites for future tree planting.

During the year we made various donations to support local groups and projects. Some of those were the Village Hall, The School Sensory Garden Project and the Summer Play Scheme.

As well as being involved in the usual consultation processes, like planning, the Parish Council can also act as a focal point when the village needs a voice. Sometimes the Parish Council is the voice and at other times resident groups have been formed following public support at the start of meetings. Skip lorries were and remain a nuisance to Cheddington and CALM have worked exceptionally hard to stop the expansion of the skip activities at the Airfield. Aircraft noise is also a growing problem and this nuisance may get worse as new flight paths at Luton are being investigated by NATS. The Parish Council is currently working on a formal response to NATS. Please pick up a leaflet on your way out.

Also following representations at our meetings we will shortly be getting yellow lines in Station Road to help with the parking problem caused by users of the Station trying to avoid the parking charges. Although it may be said we were a bit slow on our initial response to this problem! We must thank DCllr Corry Cashman for his work on this and also thank Corry for his continued support to the Parish Council – not many District Councillors attend every Parish Council Meeting in there ward.

The Council is also working on updating the current byelaws to insure that our open spaces are adequately protected.

Obviously most of what we do costs money! Attached is a summary of our Budget sheet showing where our money goes and what we are planning to do this year. Also our reserved fund shows what we are saving for in the future. We also need to plan to have sufficient reserves. As predicted three years ago we have raised the precept for Cheddington by 3% for the coming year.

To enable the Council to carry out its work we rely on a wide group of people. Thanks are due to all those that help us.  Special thanks must go to Tracy the Clerk who carries out the work on behalf of the Council and also thanks to my fellow councillors.

13. Electors Questions

A resident commented that he felt there were too many speakers at tonight’s meeting, which meant there was less time for questions from villagers and the Chairman agreed to review this for next year. 

There being no further questions, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.55pm.

Signed (Chairman) ……………………………………………….  Date: ………………………………
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