CHEDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH ASSEMBLY MEETING HELD ON 17th MARCH 2010

AT 8:00pm IN THE VILLAGE HALL SIDE ROOM 

Attendance:

Cllr S Ritchie (Chairman)




Mrs S Purnell (Clerk)                              





Guest Speakers: 

CCllr Avril Davies

Mrs K Tamlyn, Head Teacher of Cheddington Combined School

PCSO Christine Baker, Thames Valley Police







 

10 members of the public present

1.  Apologies for Absence

DCllr Corry Cashman gave his apologies for absence. His report will be read out under item 5.

2. Minutes of Parish Assembly held on 18th March 2009

It was RESOLVED to approve the Minutes and the Chairman signed them.

3. Matters Arising from the Minutes of 18th March 2009

There were no matters arising.

4. Police Report

PCSO Christine Baker presented her report, stating that there had been similar levels of crime to the previous year. There had been criminal damage to 1 dwelling, 2 other buildings, 4 vehicles and 2 ‘other’ (ie fences etc).  Burglaries had taken place in 7 dwellings, 1 other attempt made and 1 distraction burglary.  There had been 4 assaults, no drug offences.  There had been 8 thefts from vehicles mostly late in the evening, 3 thefts from dwellings, 5 thefts not classified (not dwelling or vehicle) and 1 theft of a car.  There had been an incident of alcohol being sold by a resident to an underage child, 2 reports of hare coursing, other incidents involving dogs and 10 reports of neighbour disputes.  17 reports of suspicious people or vehicles were received, 7 reports of doorstep selling and 15 reports of anti-social behaviour (but none since Christmas)

Parking in Station Road without lights during the hours of darkness had been less of a problem this year. Only 4 calls were received regarding this. Parking on pavements was still an issue but letters have been put on all vehicles that are seen doing this.  Church Hill and Lammas Road are two particular problem roads.

The TVP webpage has monthly updates for Wing South, and a crime map that shows the latest crime figures for the area. The monthly newsletter is sent to the village newsletter and emailed to everyone who receives community messaging. Any one who wishes to be added to the distribution list can email the Wing South team via the web page. 

5. Report from CCllr Avril Davies and DCllr Cashman

CCllr Avril Davies presented her report including

· Council responsibilities

· The Cabinet Forward Plan

· ‘Transformation’ of the Organisation

· Local news and the Local Area Forum

In the absence of DCllr Cashman, the Clerk read his report.  This included  

· Increase in the Council Tax bill by just under 2%

· The Local Development Framework and the Core Strategy – proposals for housing and employment

· The ‘Pathfinder’ Initiative – Local Authorities working together so that efficiencies and low costs can be achieved

· Probable reduction in local government funding in the year ahead.

Full versions of both reports are available on the Council’s web page of the Cheddington Village website.

6. Audited Accounts of the Parish Council for the Financial Year ending 31st March 2009

It was RESOLVED to agree the audited accounts of the Parish Council for the financial year ending 31st March 2009 and the Chairman signed the accounts.

7. Town Lands Trust Accounts and Report from Thomas Pratt Charity 2008

Copies of the accounts for the Town Lands Trust for the year ending 31st March 2009 were available at the meeting.  The Chairman provided details of the Thomas Pratt Charity, commending the distribution of 5 grants over the year to deserving people in the village.

8. Report from Kathryn Tamlyn – Head Teacher of Cheddington Combined School

The Chairman welcomed the new Head Teacher of Cheddington School, Kathryn Tamlyn who presented her report on current and future plans.  The children were being encouraged to walk, cycle and scoot to school.  Mrs Tamlyn explained how the moto ‘Roots and Wings’ encompasses the school’s vision for aspiration, attainment and achieving potential.  The school would like to involve the Community even further by inviting Council and those with jobs of interest to come along and talk to the children about what is involved.  Year 4 had been working hard on ideas for improvements to their community and would be happy to have the opportunity to share these.  Mrs Tamlyn acknowledged the difficulties of obtaining sufficient resources in the current climate and would be grateful for any donations.   

A willow tunnel is being built in the school grounds and all children have had the opportunity to become involved in its creation.  The sensory garden has been entered in the Open Gardens Scheme and is the only school taking part in this event.

9. Annual Report 2009/10 from the Chairman of the Parish Council 

The Chairman presented his report on the activities of the Parish Council over the past year, which can be viewed on the Parish Council’s web page of the Cheddington village website.

10. Electors Questions.

A question from the floor was received on Cheddington’s position regarding traffic calming proposals.  Cllr Ayling explained the long process that is being undertaken to conform to villagers' and County Council requests.  At present Council is awaiting guidance from Bucks County Council on the way forward having received a quotation for the works and established a position for a raised feature road marking.

There being no further questions, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.40pm.

Signed:……………………………………………………. 
Date: ………………………………

(Chairman) 



